
APPLICATIONS  OF  LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT 

• Raising public awareness

• Environmental monitoring

• Land management
- Nature conservation

- Heritage conservation

- Landscape enhancement

• Land use planning















Why is condition significant?

Doesn’t ‘drive’ character…..but is related to it

Based on fieldwork and difficult to measure 

Relative term:
 What & where?
 How much?

Therefore we need to use relative terms to describe condition:
 widespread……localised
 common……rare
 unified……incoherent, etc. 

 Despite these difficulties, information on condition is vital for 
defining a strategic vision for the future of different  landscape 
types



Landscape Strategies

• Conservation:  where landscape character and sense of 
place are particularly strong and where conservation of the 
existing landscape pattern should be a priority.

• Restoration:  where the traditional character of the 
landscape is in decline, or has become fragmented, and 
where there are opportunities for restoring and/ or 
enhancing the existing landscape pattern.

• Reconstruction:  where the traditional character of the 
landscape has been extensively modified, and where 
specific enhancement schemes are needed to rebuild the 
structure of the landscape.









Medieval 

buildings



Place - The Settlement Atlas and 

the Rural Urban Classification
www.gov.uk/government/collections/rural-urban-classification



A VILLAGE LANDSCAPE





















Routeways



ROUTEWAYS





CHANGE, VIEWS AND ACCESS









The Crofts - a medieval route way













ACCESS IS FUNDAMENTAL TO THE VIEWS WE ENJOY


















