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East Hagbourne Neighbourhood Plan (EHNP) 

Public Meeting 11th January 2017, held at East Hagbourne Pavilion 

 

This meeting was convened to discuss the status of the NP as the site allocation process 
described at the last public meeting on 15th September progresses.  

 

The meeting was attended by over 60 people. 

 

1. Introduction 

The meeting was presented by Crispin Topping and Marcus Wood, who has been leading the 
site assessment process, with assistance from other members of the Steering Group. 

Several members of the Community Group which has been working with the SG were present 
and contributed to the discussion.  

 

2. Presentation and Discussion 

The presentation slides can be found on the website www.easthagbourneplan.net . 

The meeting started with an update on planning applications in East Hagbourne. Seven large 
developments have either been proposed or are in discussion and would significantly change 
the character of East Hagbourne and surrounding areas if they were all approved. At present 
the planning process provides us little defence against such disruptive speculative 
development, because SODC is not able to demonstrate a 5-year land supply and so its Local 
Plan carries little weight. It is for this reason that an NP is important to East Hagbourne. Under 
the conditions of the Ministerial Statement of December 2016, a NP which allocates land for 
housing development will be considered to be effective for 2 years with a reduced requirement 
on SODC to demonstrate a 3-year land supply. Although the NP process is onerous and most 
people do not want any development in East Hagbourne, the protection provided by a NP is 
preferable to the unbridled development that could occur if we have no plan in place. 

The presentation then moved on to the process for site assessment and evaluation. The 53 
land parcels covering the whole parish had been screened and reduced to six candidate sites 
for detailed assessment and evaluation. The screening criteria, agreed with SODC, were: 

 Would development here relate to or integrate with the village? 

 Is the site accessible to village by road and footpath? 

 Impact on flooding/environment?  

 Impact on Conservation Area and AONB 

The first criterion is an important one. We are looking for sites where development would 
become part of our community. Hence, those sites in the more distant parts of our parish, 
adjacent to Didcot have not been identified as possible allocation sites. Where housing 
proposals remote from the village have been made, however, detailed site assessments have 
been made purely to gather information. The six sites being evaluated for the suitability for 
allocation are: 

 Land adjacent to the Village Hall (Greenlight) – they already have outline planning 
permissions 

 A single paddock in Bakers Lane 

 Uncultivated small field to the north of the Recreation Ground 

 The Great Mead triangle 

 Land behind Blewbury Road (Orchestra Land) 
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 Land to east/north of Blewbury Road at Tadley Corner 

No conclusion has been reached at this point about the suitability of any of these sites for 
allocation. 

Detailed site assessments have been posted on the web site and land owners invited to 
comment. This comment period runs until 22nd January after which the process of evaluation 
will start. 

Evaluation will be based on the criteria of Suitability (using a wide range of questions as in the 
site assessment), availability and achievability (i.e. practicality). The evaluation will be carried 
out by the Steering Group and community Group working together. We are aiming to complete 
this process around the end of January when a recommendation will be made for allocation 
as part of the NP. 

 

As part of the NP, the community has the opportunity to designate valued open spaces as 
‘Local Green Spaces’. Understandably, this process has proved controversial and some land 
owners are very unhappy with the prospect of their land being designated. The process has 
an in-built conflict between the wishes of the community and the rights of land owners that is 
difficult to resolve. The selection of sites for potential designation depends on their value to 
the community. In the Community Survey carried out in 2016, households were invited to 
comment on the value they placed on a number of local features. The analysis was further 
developed in the Landscape and Character Assessment which identified 13 sites of 
community value for consideration as Local Green Spaces. The SG reviewed this list and 
prioritised six sites they felt were of value to the community and merited protection: 

 Pastures in Manor Farm Lane 

 Butts Piece 

 Tudor House allotments 

 Lawson’s Orchard 

 Paddocks in Bakers Lane and south of Millennium Wood. 

 The Green Gap and surrounds. 

Designation would not prevent future development of the land, but would raise the bar for 
planning approval to be granted. Designated sites would not be open to the public and owners 
would have no restrictions placed on the use of their land except through agreement with the 
community. 

The SG felt that the public should be aware of the challenges brought about by these proposals 
and the strong feeling of some land owners against. Discussions are continuing to try to find 
solutions that meet everyone’s needs. 

The expected timescale was outlined (revised): 

End January   Formal public & statutory authorities’ consultation  

Mid March  Agreed revisions with SODC      

Easry April  Examination by independent inspector    

Mid May  Agreed revisions with SODC      

Mid June  Public Referendum        

Mid July  Plan made by SODC 

This timescale is ambitious and explains why we are keen to move to formal consultation 
around the end of January. 

A land owner living adjacent to one of the potential allocation sites felt that he and people in a 
similar situation should have been consulted along with the site land owners. He was invited 
to submit comments on the site assessments posted on the web site. 
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Fr Jason, on behalf of the Parish Charities pointed out that the charities have obligations with 
respect to their land which might be influenced by Local Green Space designation. 

The duration of the plan once made will be 15 years after which it must be renewed. However, 
the ministerial statement gives only 2 years against speculative development if SODC do not 
achieve a 5-year land supply, or if our NP is not updated after that period. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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