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East Hagbourne Neighbourhood Plan (EHNP) 

Minutes of 16th Steering Group Meeting,  

10:30am, 29th July 2018 at Farthings, Blewbury Road 

 

1. Attendance and apologies, declarations of interest 

Present:  Bill Barksfield, David Rickeard, Crispin Topping 

Apologies: Marcus Wood 

 

2. General Summary of feedback received 

The EH Character Assessment has been updated by Jeremy Lake and Chantal Freeman. 
The updated version has some minor corrections to the text and figures and a revised and 
a revised section on views to remove anomalies identified in the consultation period and 
give an improved evaluation of the key views. DR has asked Chantal for a high resolution 
version of the views figure for inclusion in the NP report. 

SODC (Cheryl Soppett) has provided comments on the draft report of 30 May 2018 which 
incorporated changes in response to the Art 14 consultation. Changes are suggested to 
the wording of a number of the policies, but no strong objections raised to the concepts. 
An outstanding item is policy VC1a on Green Gaps, where SODC are looking for suitable 
wording 

A first draft of Novell Tullett Green Buffers study, commissioned on the advice of SODC 
has been received. Although many of the tables and figures are not yet prepared, the 
broad outline of the study is clear. The primary output is recommendations for the extent 
of the DGT Green Buffer Zones as they affect the areas around East Hagbourne and 
Coscote and much of the land surrounding these settlements is recommended for 
inclusion in the Buffer Zones. The methodology of the study is strong and objective and 
there is much detail that is valuable to support the NP text. The study so far seems less 
able to define areas for special consideration as Green Gaps in Policy VC1a. 

 A review meeting will be arranged with NT during August, before the report is finalised. 

 

3. Review and update of NP Report 

We reviewed the comments from SODC, incorporating most of the recommendations. 
Areas for further discussion are 

 Policy VC1a (see below) 

 Policy VC1d, where Heritage England have suggested different wording 

 Policy H3, where further justification is needed for expansion of the village car park. 

 Policy E2, details of appropriate wording. 

 Policy E3, Flooding. We feel that the intent of the existing policy is correct, but will add 
more explanation and justification. 

SODC recommend referencing policies in the existing Local Plan 2011 rather than the 
Emerging Local Plan 

 DR will check which policies are referenced and CT will check the correct references 
in the 2011 Plan and whether the wording is substantially similar. 

Also the date for the Emerging Local Plan to be removed through out the document since 
the timing for adoption is unclear.  

The main challenge to completing the report is to find a suitable format and wording for 
policy VC1a, "Preserving the green gaps which define the distinctive identities of East 
Hagbourne, Coscote and Didcot." 

http://www.easthagbourneplan.net/


      www.easthagbourneplan.net  
 

Page 2 of 2 
 

This is an important aspect from the viewpoint of the local community, however, SODC 
seem unhappy with the policy in its current form and ask for more justification for the areas 
specified as green gaps. They are researching the best for of wording to approach this 
question. 

We reviewed the wording of the policy and supporting text, add more detail and strengthen 
the justification referencing the two recent planning appeals (which made a number of 
statements about the importance of the sites concerned). We will also discuss with Novell 
Tullett whether anything comes out of their study that would support special consideration 
for the relatively small areas of the Green Buffer Zones we have identified as "gaps".  

 

4. Unresolved Items 

A meeting with SODC is needed to resolve the remaining outstanding questions. While 
most if the issues should not pose significant problems, the question of the Green Gap 
policy remains challenging, so we feel this is best approached through a face-to face 
meeting. 

A further question for SODC is how we incorporate the NT Study findings into the NP 
Report - should the NP endorse the identified areas as Buffer Zones to legitimise the DGT 
Plan? 

 CT will explore suitable dates.  

 

5. Communications 

We do not envisage a further public meeting until the plan is submitted, but discussed the 

next email/web updates in the interim. 

A critical step is to define the timetable for the submission and Art 16 consultation and this 

needs SODC input and resolution of the items in section 4. 

Likely timing is around 20 August when we should prepare an update for the Parish 

Magazine and web site. We should also aim to have a final draft report around this time if 

possible, for circulation to: 

(a) Parish Council - their approval is needed to submit and their next meeting is 6th 

September. 

(b) Tom McCulloch at CFO - to prepare the Basic Conditions Statement 

(c) Mark Fessey at AECOM - to finalise the SEA. 

 

6. Next Steps and individual actions 

Review NT report and identify comments for feedback and discussion All 

Identify Local Plan policies referenced in the report DR 

Check equivalents in the 2011 Plan CT 

Remove references to 2033 in connection with the Local Plan DR 

Policy VC1a - develop improved wording to justify green gaps DR/All 

Policy H3 - develop improved wording to support car park intentions DR/All 

Policy E3 - develop wording to explain the impact of downstream flooding DR/All 

Complete the Consultation Report BB 

Arrange meeting with SODC to resolve outstanding issues CT 

Arrange feedback discussion with NT DR 
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