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East Hagbourne Neighbourhood Plan (EHNP) 

Public Meeting 15th October 2018, held at East Hagbourne Pavilion 

 

This meeting was convened to discuss the status of the NP as the plan progresses to the 
second formal consultation period.  

 

The meeting was attended by 29 people. 

 

1. Introduction 

The meeting was presented by Crispin Topping, chairman of the Neighbourhood plan steering 
Group, with assistance from other members of the Steering Group. 

 

2. Presentation and Discussion 

The presentation slides are attached to this report. 

The meeting started with an update on the larger planning applications in East Hagbourne. 

The Persimmon application at St Hugh's Rise was refused planning permission. Orchestra's 
application at Blewbury Road was also turned down. Catesby were refused at appeal and a 
decision is still awaited on the large Taylor Wimpey application. No further proposals have 
been received from Grainger or Nurton. The improved SODC land supply means that new 
speculative applications have less chance of success than in the past. Our own NP will also 
grow in weight as it progresses to referendum. The development adjacent to Hagbourne 
Village Hall is proceeding and initial discussions have been held between the builders, 
Mactaggart and Mickel, and village representatives, including a public meeting in the previous 
week. 

Since the Article 14 consultation earlier in the year, the Steering Group have worked 
extensively on reading, recording and analysis of the many comments received. Several  
sections of the plan have been redrafted to produce policies which address the issues raised 
by residents in a more effective way. There has been extensive consultation with SODC, who 
have been very supportive, over this period. 

A challenging area of the NP was how to properly address the questions around separation 
from Didcot, views, green spaces and gaps. SODC advised us to improve our Landscape 
evidence base to help us formulate our policies. The Green Buffer Assessment (GBA), 
performed by Novell Tullett, was carried out in July and provides an independent professional 
view of the Landscape character and value for the land all around East Hagbourne. In addition 
to providing input to our policies, the study gives definition to the 'Green Buffers' specified in 
the Didcot Garden Town plan. The GBA complements our earlier and more holistic EH Village 
Landscape and Character Assessment while providing more local detail than SODC's district-
wide study. The Green buffer map is shown in the attached slides. The GBA report has already 
been posted on the web site http://easthagbourneplan.net/  

The NP is now moving on to the next stage. The Plan was formally submitted by the Parish 
Council to SODC on 17 September. In checking the documents, SODC raised some questions 
about our consultation earlier in the year and asked that we include a slightly wider range of 
national bodies. So, we have invited these organisations to comment and need to wait for their 
replies before proceeding to the second formal consultation, which we now expect to start in 
mid-November. At this time all the documents will be available for review and comment on the 
web site, with a paper copy displayed in the Church. Comments can be made directly to SODC 
and will be passed directly to the inspector. This timescale is a delay of some six weeks from 
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our expected start point, but by working activities in parallel, the expected date for the 
referendum remains 14th March 2019 

A number of questions were raised in discussion: 

Development next to Hagbourne Village Hall: Would the site have got planning permission 
after the NP is made? This site was identified as the best site for allocation in our NP, so the 
site is endorsed for development in our NP. The details of the development might have been 
different, but as it stands, the development will go ahead on the basis of the existing planning 
permission. 

The discussion seems to centre around larger application - what about small 
developments: The site allocation was determined bearing in mind SODC expectations for 
development in a smaller village. The evaluation of the various candidate sites was 
documented fully in the documents presented in the Article 14 consultation. The NP, once 
made, will form part of planning process alongside the SODC Local Plan. The policies in the 
NP will be applied to all planning applications in the parish, from alterations and single 
dwellings up to larger applications. 

The brief of the inspector seems to be purely procedural. Is there any point in adding 
further comments at this stage: Once the NP goes to the Article 16 consultation in mid-
November, all the appendices and supporting documents will be publicly available. These 
include a detailed Consultation Report, where all the comments received in the Article 14 
consultation are summarised and the responses noted. The Steering Group has taken the 
view that the comments should be recorded in detail with each point addressed separately. 
The report is therefore comprehensive and everyone who commented should be able to see 
that their comments were considered. All of this information will be available to the Inspector. 
SODC are not expecting minor comments on the Plan at this stage, however anyone who 
feels strongly about any aspect of the Plan has the opportunity to make a further comment at 
this stage and draw the Inspector's attention to their concerns. 

What about Green Spaces and Green Gaps: This is an area where the NP policies have 
been changed in response to the Article 14 consultation comments. There are now fewer 
spaces proposed as Local Green Spaces, and more attention has been given to other policy 
approaches including Local Green Gaps and Views. These changes have been developed in 
extensive consultation with SODC and guided by our EH Village Landscape and Character 
Assessment and the new Green Buffer Assessment. 
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