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East Hagbourne Neighbourhood Plan (EHNP) 

Minutes of 18th Steering Group Meeting,  

10:00am, 28th October 2018 at Farthings, Blewbury Road 

 

1. Attendance and apologies, declarations of interest 

Present:  Bill Barksfield, Sally Barksfield, David Rickeard, Crispin Topping. 

 

2. Progress since the last meeting 

The Neighbourhood Plan was formally submitted to SODC on 17th September 2018. In 
reviewing our documents, SODC have raised some questions about the Reg 14 
consultation earlier in the year and asked that we include a slightly wider range of national 
bodies. We have therefore invited these organisations to comment and need to wait for 
their replies before proceeding to the Reg 16 formal consultation, which we now expect to 
start in mid-November. The expected date for the referendum remains mid-March 2019.  

A public meeting was held on the evening of Monday 15th October to give an update on 
the status of the Plan, explain the process for the consultation and examination and 
maintain enthusiasm to participate in the referendum.  

This meeting was convened to consider the detailed actions needed to implement the 
consultation and the subsequent process through to referendum. 

 

3. Preparations for the Reg 16 consultation and process to referendum 

 

(a) Information from Ricardo Rios. 

Ricardo has provided feedback to Crispin on a number of questions:  

 He expects the regulation 16 consultation to start on 16th November. 

 Ricardo has identified an examiner who can keep to our timescales and will need to 
go out to at least two others for competitive bids. The examiner will be appointed before 
16 November. 

 The 6 week consultation period would expire on 28/12 but due to Christmas he may 
need to extend to 4 January 2019. 

 If a public hearing is considered necessary this will be held in mid-January. 

 The examiners report should be delivered on 1st Feb. 

 Ricardo considers that SODC may need the whole of Feb to consider report and make 
whatever changes are necessary to the Plan. 

 SODC need to give minimum 28 days’ notice for the referendum so Ricardo is now 
working on a referendum date of 28th March.  

CT/DR have asked Ricardo to confirm that this is outside the “purdah” period for the 
May elections when no communications of this type are allowed. 

Preparation for the Referendum 

 Ricardo will send us a guide as to how it will all work- I will chase that today 

 Ricardo is happy that we start to publicise the fact that we are having a referendum 
and to encourage people to turn out BUT we must be very careful not to campaign for 
a positive vote. 

Other Matters 
A recent examiners report has given additional support to the concept of Local Green gaps 
and Ricardo would like to review our policies to see if we could perhaps extend the areas 
covered. He is proposing a meeting in the week of 5th November. 

The SG agree that a meeting would be beneficial, particularly to check that our 
communications efforts are appropriate. 
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We feel comfortable with the areas already proposed as Green Gaps. it was noted that 
any significant changes to the Plan at this stage would require ratification by the Parish 
Council. 

 

(b) Preparation for the Reg 16 consultation 

There have been no comments yet from the three additional consultees invited to respond 
to the Reg 14 consultation. Any comments received will need to be reviewed and included 
in the Consultation Report. 

The list of contacts to be informed of the Reg 16 consultation needs to be updated and 
submitted to SODC 

Action: DR 

We discussed publicity for the start of the consultation. There are strict requirements to 
which we must adhere, particularly in the lead up to the Referendum. 

We propose to maintain a close contact with SODC by email/phone as well as a possible 
meeting, to be sure that we handle this in a proper way. 

A notice has been put in the November Parish Magazine and on the web site explaining 
that the consultation will start mid-November.  

SODC say that wide publicity of the consultation is not required and they are not expecting 
a large number of comments. However, the SG feels that an effort is needed alert residents 
that the process has started and that the revised NP is now available for them all to read 
and, if they feell strongly, comment on. This is part of an effort to maintain interest in the 
NP and encourage a good turn-out at the Referendum. 

We propose to inform residents of the consultation through: 

 A notice in the December Parish Magazine.  

Action: DR to draft 

 Postings on the village and NP web sites using the same wording. We will not post the 
Plan documents on our web site, but provide a link to the SODC website. 

 We agreed not to notify people by email, because of uncertainty over the GDPR 
implcations of our existing circulation list, and because the list does not include the 
whole parish. We agreen not to deliver a flyer to each household, because of the effort 
involved. We also agreed not to communicate any information via social media. 

 The SG is, however, of the view that everyone should be made aware of the 
consultation and of the availability of the revised Plan for all to read (the public have 
so far only had access to the pre-submission draft).  

 to this end, posters will be prepared for posting around the village giving a simple 
factual explanation. 

Sally commented that the NP is lengthy and many people would find it difficult to digest. 
She proposed that we produce an 'Executive Summary' that would give the key messages 
in the same was as the posters used in past public meetings. The SG felt this was a good 
idea and the format needs to be explored. Our consern is that any attempt to precis would 
in effect be interpretation and we need to stay factual.  

Action: Proposed to prepare two approaches (i) a list of contents and (ii) an extract of the 
policies alone - although even the latter may be rather lengthy. DR to prepare draft for 
discussion. 

 

(c) The referendum date 

The date of 14 March had been previously suggested and the likely date for the 
referendum. DR informed the Hagbourne Village Hall Committee of this at a recent 
meeting. There was some unease about the disruption elections have on the Pre-School, 
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particularly since local elections take place in May 2019, although the Chair of the pre-
School had said that it should not be a problem. The Chairman of HVH has written to 
SODC asking if an alternative venue could be found. 

The matter will be discussed at the Parish Council meeting this coming Thursday, 1st 
November. EHPC has been invited by SODC to comment on the existing polling station 
list, with change requests to be submitted by 2nd November. 

The SG felt that while it would not be a disaster if HVH were not available for the 
referendum, the village hall is the preferred location since it is easliy accessible and close 
to the school/pre-school. 

The process for choosing/approving another venue is to be checked with SODC. 

14th March also impacts on HAMS, who have a final rehearsal on that date for a production 
the following week. 28th March would fall after the HAMS performance, but 21st could be 
more difficult. 

 

(d) Preparation for the Referendum 

We discussed raising awareness of the eventual referendum and how we should publicise 
this after the consultation period. 

We reviewed the provisions of the The Neighbourhood Plan (Referendums) Regulations 
2012 which make strict provisions for what information must be made available to the 
public and prohibits publication of any information during the 28 day notification period 
before the Referendum. 

It was noted that the SG is a body of the Parish Council, so we should be careful not to 
make any statements in either an official or personal capacity that could be contrary ot the 
regulations. 

The provisions of the Regulation are restrictive. We will check with SODC at each stage 
that our actions are appropriate. 

 

4. Next Steps 

CT will contact Ricardo Rios to clarify a number of questions: 

 Verification of the purdah period - is 28th March a possible referendum date? 

 What happens to changes proposed by the Examiner? Process within SODC, do they 
need to be publicised, EHPC approval. 

 What actions do we need to take for the Reg 16 consultation: paper copy of documents 
in the Church; notice on our web site/Parish magazine ; what we are allowed to say.  

 Review of our proposals for publicising the consultation  

 Clarification of what we can say to publicise the referendum in the lead-up to the 28-
day notification period 

 Clarificatrion of what we can say during the notification period e.g. to respond to an 
campaign raised by third parties or to correct unfactual information. 

 SODC views on an executive summary to go with the consultation documents. 

 SODC intentions regarding the Policies Map, prepared at their request. 

Other key actions: 

Draft newsletter for December Parish Magazine & web site: DR 

Summary of policies and NP contents list: DR 

Draft Poster to publicise consultation and availabillity of the Plan to the public: CT 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

djr 28 October 2018 
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