St Andrew’s Hagbourne

PARISH MAGAZINE
ALTERNATIVE ISSUE – FEBRUARY 2021

News, Views and Information for everyone in the Hagbournes
Thank you very much to the Parish Councils for giving the Parish Magazine
a temporary home on their websites until we are able to safely go back
to producing and distributing a printed copy.
www.easthagbourne.net

www.westhagbourne.org
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH, HAGBOURNE
The United Benefice of Blewbury, East and West Hagbourne and Upton
together with Aston Tirrold, Aston Upthorpe, North Moreton and South Moreton.
__________________________________________________________________________

Rector’s Reflections

A Special Day
Do you have anything planned for Wednesday 17th February?
You might well be thinking to yourself: why the 17th February? What’s so special
about the 17th February?
Well, this year 17th February is the day on which Lent starts. Lent always starts on a Wednesday,
40 days before Easter. The date of Easter varies from year to year, and so the date of Ash
Wednesday varies accordingly. You will doubtless know why it is called Ash Wednesday, and the
fact that this comes from the tradition of attending a church service on this day and receiving the
mark of the cross on our forehead. The mark is made from ash, and there is another tradition of
making this ash from the palm crosses which have been kept from the previous year.
Why do Christians do this? In part it’s about recognising that we all fall short. We all need to say
sorry to God and ask for God’s help to change things for the better. The sign of the cross is a way
of saying sorry to God and asking for his help. It’s a visual expression of spiritual humility - the
humility to accept that we’re not perfect, and that we need to change.
But the sign of the Cross is also a way of focussing on Jesus, and the significance of his life, death
and resurrection. For the last 2000 years, Christians have believed that through the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ we can receive God’s gift of new life. This has been the experience of
countless millions of Christians down the centuries. Theologians have used various words and
theories to describe this experience of new life in Jesus. Sometimes people use words such as
“atonement” or “justification” or “salvation”. The words used are, ultimately, neither here nor there.
The key thing is the reality of new life, which is given to us as gift from God, and experienced
through a relationship with Jesus Christ.
And so the sign of the cross isn’t just about saying sorry to God, important though this is. It’s also
about acknowledging that through Jesus we receive the gift of a new beginning.
The 40 days of Lent which begin on Ash Wednesday is a time when, once again, we prepare ourselves
to receive God’s gift of new life. I wonder what this might mean for us this year?
Fr Jason

February Pram Service
meeting online with older siblings and friends

Tuesday 16th February at 4pm

Pancake Praise!
A short service just before the start of Lent with carnival atmosphere!
Dress up and join in.
Contact Revd Louise 07837 009 730 for your log in details on zoom
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CALENDAR AND DIARY FOR FEBRUARY 2021
The Intentions this month are for all who live in Blewbury
Prayer Focus:
1
2
3
4
5
6

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

8pm
8pm
8pm
8pm
8pm

Compline
Compline
Compline
Compline
Compline

7+Sunday

THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
10.30am Online Benefice Service
8 Monday
8pm Compline
9 Tuesday
8pm Compline
10 Wednesday S.Scholastica Abbess
8pm Compline
11 Thursday
8pm Compline
12 Friday
8pm Compline
13 Saturday
14+Sunday

THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT
10.30am Online Benefice Service
15 Monday
8pm
16 Tuesday
8pm
17 Wednesday ASH WEDNESDAY
8pm
18 Thursday
8pm
19 Friday
8pm
20 Saturday
21+Sunday
22
23
24
25
26
27

28+Sunday

PCC’s, all in leadership &
our benefice administrator.

Churn Estate B
Cossicle Mead B
Dibleys B
Eastfields B
Grahame Close B
Ladycroft Park B
Clergy & all who preach
or lead.

Compline
Compline
Compline
Compline
Compline

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
10.30am Online Benefice Service

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday Ember Day
Thursday
Friday
Ember Day
Saturday
Ember Day

Bridus Mead B
Bridus Way B
Chailey Gardens B
Chapel Lane B
Church End B
Church Road B

London Road B
Millbrook Close B
Our Lenten Discipline
Nottingham Fee B
Pilgrims Way B
Robinson Close B
Treasurers & church finances.

8pm
8pm
8pm
8pm
8pm

Compline
Compline
Compline
Compline
Compline

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
10.30am Online Benefice Service

South Street B
Watts Lane B
Westbrook Green B
Westbrook Street B
Whites Orchard B
Woodway Road B
Sidesmen, helpers with
hospitality & catering. Flowers.

The Benefice Confirmation Service
This has been re-scheduled to mid-June. The Confirmation candidates
took part in the Online Service on 24th January the day on which their
Confirmation Service was to have taken place.

We welcome adults to "Come and See" during Lent. These are words that Jesus used
as an invitation to his disciples. If you would like to explore more about the Christian
faith, please contact the church office or speak to one of the clergy. Details on page 4.
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Midweek Communion at St Andrew’s Unfortunately, due toFEBRUARY
the current
2021
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virus regulations we are not able to hold Midweek Communion Services in our churches.
We hope to restart these as soon as Government guidance allows. The church will continue
to open for Private Prayer on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10am to 12noon.

Online Services
Sundays at 10.30am login or connect at 10am to chat before
the Service. Weekday evenings – Compline at 8pm

You can join in using a computer, laptop, tablet, smart phone or landline.
Please see the website or the Churn if you receive it for the Service
access codes and full details of how to join each week.

Sunday 7th February
10.30am
All Age Online Service
We would love you to join us and
make a Christingle during the Service
You will need: An orange (or other soft fruit, ideally round but not essential!)
Red ribbon (or a strip of paper ideally coloured red but not essential)
4 cocktail sticks (or similar, even spaghetti if you have soft fruit)
A selection of dried fruit, sweets or chopped fresh fruit
A candle, any size (birthday candle will work well)
If you would prefer to colour in a Christingle (or do so after the service) please
print out the additional PDF File attached to Churn email or download it from the
events page on our website.
https://www.churnchurches.co.uk/notices/christingle-services.php
The work of the Children’s Society is really important, especially during the current
mailto:https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/donate

pandemic and lockdown. Money raised means they can provide easy-access, well-being
services for young people with nowhere else to turn.
Please give as generously as you are able by clicking the link below.
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/donate

During the current situation provisional bookings for Weddings, Baptisms etc. may
be made by contacting the office via email. You can contact the clergy & staff on:
Revd Jason
01235 850267
office@churnchurches.co.uk
Revd Louise 07837 009730
revlouiseb@aol.co
Dawn (Administrator) 01235 850267, 07434 686044 or office@churnchurches.co.uk

is in the office from 12pm – 4pm Monday & 9am – 5pm Tuesday to Friday.

Please note: all Services and Events are subject to last minute changes or
cancellations if Government social restrictions change due to Covid 19.
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Fairtrade Fortnight 2021
Monday 22nd February to March 7th
With the next UN Climate Summit taking place in Glasgow in November 2021, it is critical
we all make sure producers’ voices are heard in the UK and beyond.
That is why the Fairtrade Foundation is part of the Climate Coalition, a group of over
130 organisations across the UK, working towards a truly green and sustainable world.
Fairtrade farmers are among the people who have contributed the least to climate crisis –
but are already feeling the worst effects. 21 people from Cote d’Ivoire have the same
carbon footprint as one person in the UK, but studies have shown that Africa is the
continent most vulnerable to climate change.
Tackling climate change is at the heart of the FAIRTRADE movement, as it threatens the
livelihoods of those we are working to protect. You can hear from Fairtrade farmers on
the Fairtrade website:
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get-involved/current-campaigns/fairtrade-and-climate-justice/
So, when you’re out shopping look for the Fairtrade Mark and know that you’re supporting
farmers and workers to protect themselves against the climate crisis.
Our local Community Shop will have a display of Fairtrade items during the fortnight.
Fairtrade is more than a Mark on a product. It’s a call for change.

Churn MU Notice of AGM

This will be online, Sunday 7th February at 3pm
Members please attend if you can and we welcome others who are interested in finding out more
about the Mothers’ Union. Please send apologies to The Revd Louise Butler. The links to join in are:
Computer/Phone/Tablet: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/643208709
Home Phone: 0203 713 5011 – code 643-208-709
First time user: https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/643208709

Compline A short service of night prayer every weekday night at 8pm. The links and
codes for these are on the website under the Services tab. Phone access is also available.
There is also a Daily Reflection from Fr Jason available on www.churnchurches.co.uk

With Sympathy We send our heartfelt sympathies to Norma and Ali and to all the family and

friends of Alan Kimber who died in Poole Hospital on New Year’s Eve after a sudden and short illness.
The family had lived at West Hagbourne before moving to Dorset some years ago. Alan’s Funeral took
place on 22nd January at Canford Magna Church near Wimborne in Dorset.

With Sympathy We send our heartfelt sympathies to Ian and to all the family and friends of

Jacqueline Crick who passed away at home on 13th January. Jackie was a very popular, warm and
kind-hearted person who will be greatly missed by all her family and also by her colleagues, former
colleagues and customers at the Tesco Superstore in Didcot. A private Service will be held at
St Andrew’s in early February

With Sympathy We send our heartfelt sympathies to all the family and friends of Brian

Osborne who passed away peacefully at the John Radcliffe Hospital on 13th January, aged 83 years.
Brian will be sadly missed by all his family, friends and neighbours, his Funeral Service takes place
at St Andrew’s in the first week of February.
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Hagbourne Garden Club

Due to the continued
Covid restrictions we will again be holding our meeting on
February 25th via Zoom. Our speaker, the always
popular Timothy Waker, will be commencing his talk
on 'Pruning and Jobs For Spring' at 7.30pm.
Details on joining our Zoom meeting will be emailed to
members by Sally Barksfield in due course or telephone
01235 352275. There will be no charge for this meeting for
members or visitors this month only!

HUGS February brown bin advice
As the pandemic affects our council garden waste
collection, we thought we’d share some tips on
composting with you. Might make a good, lockdown
half-day project in the garden, whatever the weather!
There are many benefits to home composting; it’s greener
than having it taken away, it’s great to have a free source of
mulch/compost to use in the garden and you’re helping
wildlife too. So, how to get started?
First, choose where to do your composting. A shady /semishady area is good – perhaps a corner of the garden?
Then, what to compost in?
Log Tower in progress
Wildlife, including owls, would be very happy with an open compost heap somewhere they can
access it. If this isn’t an option and you’re short of space, there are many options including building
your own with recycled wood or buy a kit made from recycled plastic or FSC wood.
Next, if you can, place the compost bin on bare earth and then ideally add quite a lot of material in
one go to get it started. From there, try to layer in green waste (leaves / grass) with brown layers
(brush wood /cardboard). Check that air can get into the heap and not too much rain gets in at the
top. Then once a month turn everything over, being very careful not to disturb any wildlife you find.
And depending on the size of the heap, six months later, you may be ready to use your compost as a
fantastic mulch for your garden. More info here from the RSPB - https://www.rspb.org.uk/getinvolved/activities/give-nature-a-home-in-your-garden/garden-activities/startcomposting/
And if you have bigger branches to dispose of, then consider building a log tower (try stacking
material between 4 upright posts) or use it as a log pile in a corner of your garden. Either way,
you’re creating fantastic habitat for wildlife. If the tower is tall enough, robins may nest in the top in
a gap between large logs, butterflies may choose to hibernate in there, frogs may move into the area
under the stack and a huge variety of invertebrates will love the rotting wood as habitat and food.
Happy composting! p.s. other news - there’s a consultation now open about the closed road in
Upton, part of cycle route 544
https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/ChiltonRoadTrafficCrossing/consultationHome

Happy ‘Special’ Birthday Many Happy Returns to

Gillian Harries on your special Birthday on the 18th February
with much love from your family and very best wishes from all
your friends and neighbours. Have a great day.
b
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East Hagbourne
Community Shop
find us on the East Hagbourne village website:
www.easthagbourne.net

Operating Hours
Both the Post Office and the Village Shop continue to provide essential services
and goods to the community whilst observing current government guidelines for
the continued health and safety of our customers and volunteers.

Post Office:

Access your bank accounts, top up prepaid cards & mobiles or pay bills.
Hours: Monday to Thursday, 9am to 12pm; Saturday 9am to 12:30pm.
CLOSED FRIDAY.

The Shop:

Find pantry staples including local marmalade, honey & eggs; savoury
pies or tasty crumbles in the freezer; or fresh home-baked cakes each Thursday.
Hours: Monday to Friday 9-4pm, Saturdays 9-12:30pm.

Pancake Day 16th February

Stock up on
flour, fresh milk, local eggs, lemon juice, sugar, butter,
golden syrup and honey to celebrate and enjoy!

Supporting Fairtrade Fortnight 22nd Feb – 7th March

Check
out our display of Fairtrade and sustainable local goods that we’re pleased to offer a range
of throughout the year, and happy to spotlight these providers during the Fortnight.

Showcasing Local Authors

Check out our latest,
The Blewbury Artists 1880 – 1999, by Margaret Gallop, an illustrated edition
highlighting painters, sketchers, photographers, writers and others, all of whom found
inspiration in lovely Blewbury and surrounding villages -- recently reprinted and available
once again. We’re also proud to showcase new releases by other talented local authors,
including Past and Present Bloodlines by Yen Rickeard;
The Thought Crystal by Rachel Waters; and
The Four Seasons, an anthology by 12 local poets, illustrated by Linda Benton.

Marcopolo

Pick up Marcopolo’s delicious pastries, fresh breads or savouries each
Saturday from 9-12:30pm. To avoid disappointment, please pre-order by 4pm on
Wednesdays in the Shop, or email to easthagbourneshop@btopenworld.com

Volunteers Welcome!
Would you like to get more involved in the community? We are seeking additional
Shop volunteers, even if for an hour or two per month. We welcome anyone aged 14 or
older. Please help us keep our little shop open! Contact Alice Smith by phone on 01235
813393, or text to 07474 937870 or by email to smith@hagbourne.plus.com
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HAMS……………looking back
With the changes in Covid Tier restrictions leading to the current lockdown situation, and no end in
sight for any relaxation of them in the near term, it has been difficult to look forward to any new
projects/plays/reviews that we might immerse ourselves in with any certainty for the next few
months.
The ODN Winter Festival gave us the opportunity to try out new techniques using digital and online
technology, resulting in us submitting four new entries to the festival. It also gave us the opportunity
to draw breath and look back through our previous productions.
Why would we want to do that, you may ask?
One of the categories for the festival was a short
'retrospective' entry, showcasing the work of the
group. HAMS has plenty of retrospective material to
choose from: eleven full plays and the popular
Nonsense evenings, but we thought that one scene
from a play, rather than editing short clips from
several plays would give a better idea of what HAMS
can do.
After a fond look back at our earliest productions, we
chose Alice in Wonderland from March 2013. Many
of our members, and hopefully some readers of this
magazine may remember it.
Looking back through the video we were reminded of
the contributions made by the late John Lawson,
Muriel and John Stanley. They were bright lights in
so many ways and are greatly missed.
Who could forget Pat Napper's performance as the Dodo or Betty Parker's brilliant sleepy
Dormouse?
It was difficult to select a ten-minute extract, but we went for the Mad Hatter's Tea Party in the end,
which still makes us laugh some eight years on. Have a look for yourself: click on the link, here, to
watch the video.
We hope you enjoy this snippet from one of our favourite productions. We had lots of fun!
www.thehams.co.uk

email: info@thehams.co.uk

Football in East Hagbourne Hagbourne United Football Club are looking for

new players to play in the North Berks league divisions 4 & 5. The Club currently fields two
men's teams for age 16+ but will be pleased to hear from players of all ages and abilities.
Please contact John Symonds at jesymonds29@gmail.com or 07831 714 076.
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Comments from the East Hagbourne Parish Council Chairman
Communicating Information
The current moratorium on the collection of brown bins for garden refuse by the District Council
and the number of brown bins that were on the street at the last green+brown collection date
made me realize that we have to improve communication on such things. For the bins, there were
several messages on the village facebook page, but I fully appreciate that many people do not use
facebook. Also, some people may have facebook accounts for family communication but not for
accessing the village web pages on https://www.facebook.com/groups/easthagbourne/
I thus return to a suggestion that I made over a year ago for the emailing of information from the
Parish Council to those who sign up on an mailchimp list. An easy to complete form is available on
village web site or directly by going to https://mailchi.mp/9791c642ed24/ehpc. Please note that
your email will not be shared with any other people or used for purposes other than sending
communications from the Parish Council.
The plan is that any postings on Facebook from the Clerk of the Parish Council will also be sent to
the email list.

Dog Fouling
A major topic of discussion on the village facebook pages concerns the amount of dog waste on
village paths and grass areas. Although it is very bad and fully worthy of the outrage and
condemnation in the facebook posts, it is very much a minority of dog owners who are responsible.
The fact that there is more waste than before is a reflection on the greater number of dog walkers
since lockdown. In fact, the dog bins that the Parish Council have installed are often full when the
weekly emptying takes place so much so that the Council is in the process of increasing the size of
a bin and adding an additional bin. The cost of maintaining and emptying the bins is quite high
although one might shudder at the situation without this provision.
The District Council have confirmed that it is an offence to leave dog waste and that on the spot
fines can be levied in a similar way to fines for littering. There is a notice on the Parish page of this
newsletter concerning dog bins.

Housing Development by the Village Hall
The latest information that we have on the submitted plans for the building of 74 houses on the
field by the Village Hall are that the Case Officer, Penny Silverwood, is consulting the drainage team
at SODC about issues raised by the Parish Council and an online survey of the drains conducted by
the developers.

Support from SODC
A list of village based support is given in the Parish page of this newsletter. There is also support
available from the District Council. SODC’s Community Hub continues to be available to help people
access support and essentials during the lockdown if they have nobody else to turn to. Anyone who
needs support can fill in an online form at: southoxon.gov.uk/communityhub or email
communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk or call 01235 422600.
There is also support from SODC for people if, because of the pandemic, they are at risk of being
made homeless or sleeping rough. For details on this, visit southoxon.gov.uk/housing. SODC are
also making sure everyone is aware that support is available to residents who are experiencing
financial difficulties. To find out more please visit southoxon.gov.uk/benefits .

Continued on page 10
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Comments from the Parish Council Chairman continued from page 9
Parish Meetings
The Parish Council will continue to hold Parish Council meetings on-line and, as in normal times,
members of the public are welcome to join the meeting through the Zoom link that will be included
on the agenda. The next meeting will be held starting at 7.30pm on Thursday 18th February.
I have cancelled my face-to-face surgeries but am very willing to talk on the telephone or online
with any parishioner. You can get details of how to do this by phoning 07891 551851 or emailing
the Parish Clerk easthagbourneparishcouncil@gmail.com .
Let me remind you that this is not a formal or even approved article from the Parish Council but is
rather a few words from me. Thus anything in this article should not be construed as coming from
or endorsed by the Parish Council.
Iain Duff

Citizens Advice needs volunteer advisers

We can all face problems that are too stressful or complicated to sort
out alone. In 2019 our 150 volunteers advised over 11,000 people. We
helped three quarters resolve their debt, benefits, employment and
housing problems.
We now need more advisers to help us during and after the Covid-19 crisis.
Our main offices are in Abingdon, Didcot, Henley and Thame. Since March 2020, 90 volunteers
and staff have been advising the public from home on our Adviceline service. Recently we
partially re-opened our offices, in part to train new advisers.
What will you get out of it? You will join a friendly team, meet new people, develop your skills
and make a real difference to people’s lives.
You’ll need to have good listening and interpersonal skills, a willingness to learn and be confident
with computers. Full training will be provided.
If you have eight hours a week to spare for the next two years or more and are looking for a
satisfying and stimulating volunteer role in your local community, please contact us at:
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale/volunteer/

Listen

Listen, true,
Love is all around
In every sound.
Listen to the birds sing,
Listen to the bells ring.
To a loving look, listen.
Listen, true love is all around
In every sound.
Don’t forget the fast heartbeat,
When eyes first meet.
Listen.

Thinking of everyone.
Here’s to better times ahead
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CONTACT DETAILS:

Parish Clerk, Laura Lloyd
Telephone: 07891 551 851
NEWSLETTER No.226 – February 2021

Email: easthagbourneparishcouncil@gmail.com

DOG WASTE BINS
A big thank you to all those who pick up after their dog.
Dog fouling is a concern not just because of the mess it causes, but because of the health
risk particularly from toxocara parasites which can cause serious illness in adults and
children. The Parish Council is playing its part in providing suitable collection facilities. We
will shortly be installing a new bin at the entry to Wilcher Close and putting a larger bin at
the heavily used Butts Piece location. All bins are emptied weekly.Dog waste can also be
put into the general public litter bins, but please, no rubbish in the dog bins.
Pease help us keep all our footpaths, pavements and other public areas clean.

CEMETERY PARKING – A POLITE REMINDER
The layby in front of the cemetery is intended for use by cemetery visitors only. It
is increasingly being used by others including walkers due to its proximity to the
railway line access steps, but this causes issues when the layby is needed for
official use by funeral directors or contractors. All visitors should park in the village
hall car park unless they are genuinely visiting the cemetery. Keep an eye out for
the new signage which is being installed in the layby very soon.

CORONAVIRUS SUPPORT GROUP
The group is still active, so please do get in touch if you need help. Please contact
easthagbournecovid19@gmail.com or call/text 07568 395228.

ADDITIONAL HELP AVAILABLE
If you are in need of additional support for any reason, the following resources are
available:
Hagbourne Charities – hagbourne.charities@gmail.com or 07572 401769
East and West Hagbourne Fund – www.easthagbourne.net/directory/village-fund Contact
Trevor Chambers on 01235 814892
Community Hub – Contact via communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk or call 01235
422600 www.southoxon.gov.uk/communityhub
Winter Support Grant - Please contact Citizens Advice on 0300 3309042 or visit the
SODC website for further information southoxon.gov.uk/winter-grant

Defibrillators The village defibrillators are available 24/7 at the following locations

:

Outside the Village Shop at 114 New Road
Hagbourne Village Hall next to the main entrance
In an emergency, call 999 – they will give you the access code
Planning applications received since the last meeting:
P20/S4807/HH and P20/S4808/LB Lower Cross Cottage, 2 Main Road, East Hagbourne - Detached single storey
extension accessed by an attached walkway.
P21/S0121/FUL 59 New Road, East Hagbourne - Change of Use from C3(a) dwelling to Class C3(b) six people living
together as a single household and receiving care.
The next Parish Council Meeting will be on Thursday 11th February 2021. This will be held virtually using the
Zoom platform. The Zoom details will be included on the agenda for anyone wishing to join the meeting.
All Council meetings are open to the public and we welcome your participation.
Agendas and Minutes of previous meetings are published at www.easthagbourne.net
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Tower Talk The tower is still silent along with many others in
the country as sadly we cannot ring together due to the current
lockdown. John Napper, our Tower Keeper, is kindly keeping an
eye on the bells and also the church clock.
There was no Churn Ringing Outing this year but we all hope that things will be different
very soon and we can all get together again and enjoy the fellowship that ringing brings.
A few of our band ring at St Mary’s, Long Wittenham on a regular basis, where the bells
were removed in mid-January to be given a good overhaul at Whites of Appleton. This has
been spearheaded by Julia, one of the Long Wittenham ringers and she has raised a lot of
money to enable this to be done. Hopefully, when the bells are returned, we will be able to
ring them again. Some of you may have seen the photographs that Jill posted on Facebook.
Birthdays – none to my knowledge

Shirley Goss.

Churn Benefice

Afternoon Tea

A chance to have some company and a chat on a
Thursday afternoon. Join in an online drop-in
teatime session at 4.30pm for an hour, now that
the days are shorter and darker.
The Teatime sessions will be hosted by Lesley Botchway. Someone will always be
there and the sessions are open to all. The links to join in on a GoToMeeting are
published each week on the Churn website: www.churnchurches.co.uk

Astronomy Notes
The Candy Nebula
This is my very latest image. We had a couple of clear nights last
week, after a long spell of clouds. So I had to brave the cold, and
make the most of it. NGC (New General catalogue) 2371. Also
known as the "Double Bubble Nebula", the "Peanut Nebula", the
"Ant Nebula", or my favourite - "The Candy Nebula".
It does look very much like a sweet wrapper. It is a fine example of
the remnant of a dying star. Created when a star that is near the
end of its life, throws off its outer layers of gas into space. Forming
an expanding shell, while the star itself slowly cools to become a
white dwarf.
At a distance of 4,300 light years, it measures 3 light years across, which makes it one of the
largest examples of this type of object we know of. The central star which was once similar to
our Sun. currently has a surface temperature of 130,000 degrees, some 25 times hotter than
the surface of our Sun, and shines at least 700 times brighter.
John Napper – 01235 818853 napperjohn@gmail.com
www.flicker.com/photos/67647466@N08/
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Shrove Tuesday, Pancake Day – 16th February
Ever wonder why we eat pancakes just before Lent? The
tradition dates back to Anglo-Saxon times, when Christians
spent Lent in repentance and severe fasting.
So on the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, the church bell would
summon them to confession, where they would be ‘shriven’, or
absolved from their sins, which gives us Shrove Tuesday. At home,
they would then eat up their last eggs and fat, and making a
pancake was the easiest way to do this. For the next 47 days, they
pretty well starved themselves.
Pancakes feature in cookery books as far back as 1439, and the tradition of pancake races are in
remembrance of a panicked woman back in 1445 in Olney, Buckinghamshire. She was making
pancakes when she heard the shriving bell calling her to confession. Afraid she’d be late, she ran to
the church in a panic, still in her apron, and still holding the pan. We used to have pancake races in
Hagbourne – maybe when the virus is gone we could revive the tradition?
Flipping pancakes is also centuries old. A poem from Pasquil’s Palin in 1619 runs: “And every man
and maide doe take their turne, And tosse their Pancakes up for feare they burne.”
Some people have noted that the ingredients of pancakes can be used to highlight four significant
things about this time of year: eggs stand for creation, flour is the staff of life, while salt keeps
things wholesome, and milk stands for purity.
Shrove Tuesday is always 47 days before Easter Sunday and falls between 3rd February and
9th March.

Didcot Emergency Foodbank
The Didcot Emergency Food Bank now has a new home
at The Didcot Baptist Church, 43 Wantage Road, Didcot. OX11 0BS
Telephone: 01235 813187. Email: office@didcotbaptist.org.uk
An Emergency Foodbank is a practical, community-based project aimed at providing short term
relief by giving food to people in crisis in our local area. The Didcot Emergency Foodbank serves
Didcot and the immediate surrounding villages

Do you need help? If you need to access the Foodbank, this can be done by referral from

one of the agencies who are registered with them. You must already have a connection with the
referrer or be known to them. The list of referrers includes schools, housing associations, social care
departments and various voluntary organisations. Please contact one of these organisations and ask
for a Foodbank referral. They will either issue you with a voucher or make an email
referral. Citizens Advice Bureau can advise you about other help that might be available. Their
offices are currently closed due to COVID-19, but they can be phoned on 0300 3309 042.

Can you help? If you would like to make a financial donation, this can be done by visiting

online donation facility and choosing “Foodbank” as your option. Alternatively, a bank transfer can
be made, or a cheque sent - please contact the Foodbank for details. If you would like to volunteer
to help practically, please contact us for a chat.

Contact details You can leave a message on the Baptist Church Office answering machine on
01235 813 187. You can email the Foodbank: foodbank@didcotbaptist.org.uk or use the contact
form on the website. Thank you.
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Some Fundraising Ideas . . .
Stamps!
I am continuing the tradition of saving used stamps for charity, so if you have any, please
leave them in the back of the St Andrew’s (if, and when you can) or drop them off to me at
home and I will make good use of them.

and Tins!
If you were given (or have acquired) a nice-looking tin and you don’t know what to do with
it, will you please pass it my way? I am hoping to have a “tin” sale to raise funds for the
church some time, when we are allowed to do such things. I am not sure what I shall put in
the tins yet, maybe cakes or biscuits (handmade) or sweets? Please pass them to me as
above if you feel you can spare them that is. Thank you.
Jill Garlick

07873431144 hjgarlick@gmail.com

St Andrew’s Hagbourne Parish Magazine Subscription for 2021
We have been asked about the parish magazine subscription for 2021. Now that the
magazine is online the subscription will be at present a voluntary donation. If you are happy
to donate then we are suggesting £5 as an “alternative” parish magazine subscription for
2021. We will need to review this, if, and when, we get back to printing the magazine.
You can pay this by Bank Transfer using the following details:
Hagbourne Parochial Church Council. Account Number 30438952. Sort Code 20-01-09.
Please use the reference “Magazine”.
If you prefer, when the present regulations allow us to get out and about again,
please pop a £5 note in an envelope with your name and address and “Magazine
Subscription” on the front to 104 New Road, East Hagbourne or Little Ash, York Road, West
Hagbourne.
If you have difficulties in doing this then please ring 01235 819995 or 01235
813145 and we can arrange for a collection when regulations allow.

MARCH 2021 PARISH MAGAZINE
We hope that as many of our readers as possible are
able to see the Parish Magazine on our temporary
home. We are very pleased to be able to include
advertisement pages this year.

Please let us have any copy for the March parish
magazine by 19th January to
magtemp5@gmail.com Thank you.
Keep safe and well, Janet Corderoy, Joy Napper
and the parish magazine committee.
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Pilates Classes and 1-1s
PRINCIPAL PILATES Pilates classes and 1-1 sessions both online and in person
in East Hagbourne and Milton. Please contact Caroline Hunt:
carolinehunt@btinternet.com 07758 814578 www.principalpilates.com

Foot Health
FOOT CARE Mobile foot clinic for Hagbourne and the surrounding area.

Treatment provided in your own home for: Routine foot and nail care. Toenail trimming.
Corn and callous removal. Diabetic foot care.
Please contact: Jill Allen DipFH MCFHP MAFHP Foot Health Practitioner
01235 815917 or 07767 763441

Computer and IT Support
ANDREWS COMPUTING – making IT work IT support for the home and small business
user. Slow PC or not even turning on? Problems with hardware/software, need help with Email,
Internet/Wifi, Printer, Backup, Antivirus, any computer or peripheral based problems. Please
contact Richard on: 07515 821585
richard@andrewscomputing.co.uk www.andrewscomputing.co.uk

MERYL COMPUTER DOCTOR & TUTOR

technical expertise with the human touch

Setup – Microsoft, Apple, Android, tablets, phones, internet, printers. Fix - technical and user
problems, big or small, all technologies. Learn – getting started, new skills, better ways.
With 10 years’ experience of helping people of all ages enjoy the benefits of technology.
07794 656607 info@computertutorabingdon.co.uk
www.computertutorabingdon.co.uk

Estate Agents
THOMAS MERRIFIELD Sales and Lettings Your local independent Estate Agents.

If you are thinking of selling, would like a free market appraisal or expert advice then please
contact us: 01235 813777
www.thomasmerrifield.co.uk didcot@thomasmerrifield.co.uk

Builders and House Maintenance
D. BARTLETT BUILDING SERVICES Customer driven and friendly local builder for

all your general building needs from kitchens, bathrooms and plastering to extensions and loft
conversions. Please contact David Bartlett on 07816 413166
David.bartlett23@hotmail.co.uk

MR HANDY SERVICES Les Giles – your local handyman.

For all your fencing needs, especially closeboard. Sheds, Decking and Garden maintenance.
Hedge and grass cutting. Property maintenance to painting and decorating.
For all the jobs that you do not get around to doing.
01235 519556 Mobile 07879 451301 les.giles@yahoo.co.uk

BRIAN WINDSOR Carpentry, repairs and general maintenance

30 years in the trade, jobs carried out in a tidy and efficient manner. £25 per hour.
Phone: 07749 197172

Heating Services

STUART CORRIGAN HEATING SERVICES Central Heating Installations

Servicing and Repairs of Gas Appliances • Emergency Plumbing Repairs. Gas Safe Register.
Please contact: 01235 417198 or 07711 022410
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Secretarial Services
PAULINE’S PERSONNEL Secretarial and employment agency.

All grades permanent and temporary office staff provided. Confidential correspondence typing
service: theses, reports, manuscripts etc. Tapes transcribed. Fax (from £1 per page).
Photocopying service. Word processing. Wages, VAT and general book-keeping. Mail shots.
Tel: 01235 812067 Fax: 01235 811480

Fruit and Vegetables
SAVAGES Family Florist, Nursery, Gift & Farm Shop Fresh quality fruit and vegetables,
home grown plants, flowers, giftware and foods. Retail and wholesale services available.
The Nurseries, London Road, Blewbury, OX11 9HB Established 1960
Tel: 01235 850352 www.shop@savagesblewbury.co.uk

Garden Machinery
MILTON GARDEN MACHINERY LTD Winter servicing, collection and delivery

service available – please call or email for a quotation. We repair all types of petrol driven
machinery. Main dealers for Alko, Atco, Briggs Stratton, Countax, Cub Cadet, Echo, Efco,
Hayter, Lawnflite, Mitox, MTD, Murray, Simplicity, Snapper, Toro, Westwood and Wheelhorse.
We repair Stihl and Honda machines too. Established for over 30 years.
Windyridge Farm, Milton Road, Abingdon OX14 4EZ
Tel: 01235 555115 Email: paul@miltongardenmachinery.co.uk

Public Houses and Restaurants
THE FLEUR DE LYS East Hagbourne – A warm welcome awaits you.

We are open Monday to Thursday: 11.30am – 2.30pm & 6pm – 11pm (10pm Sunday & Monday)
Friday & Saturday: 11.30am – 11pm Sunday: 12noon – 10pm
Food served: Tuesday to Saturday 12noon – 2pm, 6pm – 9pm Sunday 12noon-3pm,
no evening meals on Sunday. South Oxfordshire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2017 & 2019
Your hosts Darren, Ruth and Floyd.
Tel: 01235 813247 Email: info@thefleurdelyspub.co.uk

THE KINGSWELL HOTEL & RESTAURANT, Reading Road, Harwell. OX11 0LZ

Sunday Lunch Carvery every Sunday 12pm to 3pm, Up to three succulent joints and freshly
made trimmings. “The best Sunday Roast in Didcot”. Starting from £14.95 per person.
Senior Citizens Carvery to resume again soon every Thursday 12midday to 3pm (2 course meal
£13.95!). Booking is essential. Please contact: 01235 833043

Catering
CREATIVE CATERING Local flexible and affordable catering For all your catering

needs including: Weddings, Parties, Pig Roasts, Buffets, Funerals, Canapé Receptions and
Business Lunches. Short notice bookings welcome. 25 years experience. For more information
or menus: 01235 850342 or 07743368373 email: sheilaaustin@btinternet.com
Delivery Service During the pandemic, because we are not able to cater for our normal
levents, we are providing a delivery service to East and West Hagbourne. Burger Night on
Fridays, Dine In Menu on Saturdays and Sunday roasts.
Please look on our new website for menus and details: creativecatering.online

Bed & Breakfast
WOODWAY B & B In Blewbury Self-serve breakfast. Easy parking. Free Wifi.
Tel: 07496306186 www.woodwaybandb.co.uk
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Electricians
CONNECT INSTALLATIONS Electrical Contractors Our small and friendly team
will advise and help you with your project requirements. New installations/Rewires
Extensions and alterations • Replacement fuse boards • External power & lighting
Inspection & testing. NICEIC approved contractor. City & Guilds qualified.
Tel: 01235 850000 Mobile: 07788 713966
Email: post@connect-installations.co.uk www.connect-installations.co.uk

HES ELECTRICAL SERVICES Friendly family run business based in East Hagbourne.
Domestic and commercial electricians. All aspects of electrical installations carried out
to NICEIC standards. NICEIC and Trust a Trader registered. City & Guilds qualified.
Heating control specialist • Full and part rewires • Security lighting • Test certificates
Extra sockets and lights • Garden installations • New build and extensions.
For a free quote or visual inspection please call: 07973 891663 or 01235 814332

PIPES & WIRES ELECTRICIAN East Hagbourne based • Very reasonable rates

Trading standards approved • Part “P” building regulations • Meticulous & reliable
CRB checked • Free no obligation advice • 5-star Which magazine rating • We do plumbing too
Pete Wood (M.I.E.E.) Email: pete@pipesandwires.co.uk Mobile: 07799 661188
Landline: 01235 817239 www.pipesand wires.co.uk

WHEELERS ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS Established for over 80 years

Domestic • Commercial • Agricultural • Industrial • Education.
NICEIC approved contractors. ECA registered member.
Call today for a free estimate. Tel: 01491 651356 www.wheelers-electrical.co.uk

Soft Furnishings and Upholstery
CHARLOTTE DAKIN-NORRIS Bespoke curtains, soft furnishings, dressmaking
and alterations. Email: theflyingbedstead@me.com Phone: 07545 824411

GRIFFIN INTERIORS Soft furnishing solutions. Interiors and soft furnishings workroom

located in Appleford making quality handmade curtains, pelmets, blinds, cushions, alterations.
Headboards, loose-covers and upholstery. Poles, tracks and fitting service. Design studio with
extensive library of fabrics and trimmings. Fabrics and curtain making materials available for
home curtain makers. 20 years experience. Off street parking. Flexible opening hours.
Tel: 01235 847135/07808 762626 www.griffininteriorsoxford.co.uk

SWALLOWS & OTTOMANS UPHOLSTERY East Hagbourne. A bespoke upholstery

service restoring cherished furniture to its former glory. All aspects of upholstery covered:
antique or contemporary furniture, simple recover to complete reconstruction using traditional
horsehair or modern techniques. Loose covers and cushion making service. Contact me for
a free estimate of the work and costs involved. Natalie Wratten AMUSF qualified
07769 976967 swallowsandottomans@gmail.com
www.swallowsandottomans.weebly.com

Ceramics Classes
HANDBUILDING CLASSES FOR ADULTS with the Village Artisans

Baz Manning MA Distinction Contemporary Craft Ceramics
Charlotte Dakin-Norris BA (Hons) 3 Dimensional Design
Classes: 1 term (8 sessions) - £160. Starting when it is safe to do so! At the Village Hall.
Please contact us to register interest! theflyingbedstead@me.com or 07545 824411
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Tree Felling and Landscaping
ARBOCARE Tree Surgery and Landscaping. Cert Arb RFS (Distinction) National Trust

Approved Arborist • Established 20 years • Tree surgery and landscaping • Grass and hedge
cutting • Fencing • 24 Hour emergency service. Please contact:
Freephone: 0808 1555815 Mobile: 07778 811136 www.arbocare.co.uk

Garden Maintenance and Design
ANDY’S GARDEN MAINTENANCE All aspects covered including: Patios, Fencing,
Hedging, Grass Cutting and Weeding.
Please contact: Telephone 01235 819120 Mobile 07521 031773

BLOOMS AND BRICKS Gardens, lawns and outdoor ovens, crafted with care.

Horticultural care • Tree and plant pruning • Turf management • Hedge trimming
Small landscaping projects • Hand built outdoor ovens. Your local, friendly garden girl.
Member of the ‘Women’s Farm & Gardening Association’ Practical Horticulture – RHS qualified.
Call Baz Manning on: 07821 353439 bloomsandbricks@gmail.com

J. DREWE LANDSCAPING & MAINTENANCE LTD Members of The Association

of Professional Landscapers we are renowned for projects ranging from luxury domestic
gardens to the maintenance of large public spaces. Fully insured and offering a wide range
of garden services from mowing residential lawns to commercial landscaping contracts.
Please contact: 01235 412567 Mobile: 07900 987407 info@jdrewelandscaping.co.uk

MARY ANN LE MAY GARDEN DESIGNS Creative, imaginative and individual designs,
advice, plans, plants and planting schemes. Construction and contract monitoring.
Please contact: Tel: 01235 850523 www.maryanndesign.co.uk

VAL AND JOLA MIGALA For all your home, garden care & maintenance needs

Val is an experienced carpenter and can also do painting and decorating, tiling, plumbing, floor
laying, plastering, pressure washing and gardening. Jola loves to clean and will do your laundry
and ironing and can look after your house while you are away. Competitive rates. Refences
available. Please call 01235 797859 or 07843 085157

Painter and Decorating

GARY CUDDON Local Fully Qualified Painter and Decorator providing a high-quality
service. Free quotations. Fully insured.
Mobile: 07827752904 Tel: 01235 510680 Email: garycuddon@aol.com

Vets
LARKMEAD VETS Caring for pets, horses and farm animals across Oxfordshire.
Didcot, Great Western Park & Sutton Courtenay: 01235 814991
Cholsey & Benson: 01491 651379 www.larkmead.co.uk

Dog Grooming
HAGBOURNE HOUNDS Local Professional Dog Groomer

Bath, brush and dry. Full grooms. Puppy grooms. Feet and claws. Ear plucking & cleaning.
EmmiPet ultrasonic teeth cleaning. Michelle Bowden 07718 263302
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Garages
k

S. K. PASSEY – HAGBOURNE GARAGE 114 New Road, East Hagbourne.

MOT testing. Servicing – all types of vehicles and light commercial. Cut price tyres, exhausts
and batteries. Diagnostic equipment. Body repairs and welding. Recovery. Free Collection
and Delivery Service. Free Courtesy Cars available. Register on-line for our free MOT
and Servicing reminder at www.hagbournegarage.co.uk
Tel: 01235 812263 or 07979 9822263

REX GARAGE Vicarage Road, Didcot, OX11 8EL

Winners of the Didcot Business and Community Award for Customer Service.
Servicing. Repairs. MOTs. Diagnostics. Tyres. Batteries. Air-conditioning. Exhausts.
Town centre location. Tel: 01235 813227 www.rexgarage.co.uk

SCOTLAND’S ASH GARAGE Main Street, West Hagbourne, Didcot, OX11 ONA
MOT testing from 6am by appointment. Servicing all types of vehicles including vans and new
vehicles under warranty. Air-conditioning specialists. Tyres, exhausts and clutches. Selection of
free courtesy cars. Recovery service available. Diagnostic fault finding and rectification for any
make of car. We are now the Oxfordshire taxi compliance testing station.
We are now offering the Terraclean Service – call for details. Huge saving on tyres.
Tel: 01235 850707 www.scotlandsashgarage.co.uk

Double Glazing
DIDCOT GLASS & GLAZING LIMITED Professional Double Glazing Suppliers
and Installation Specialists based in Wallingford, Oxfordshire
Bi-fold doors. Double glazing. Secondary glazing. Shop front glazing. Windows. Upvc doors.
Conservatories. Soffits and facias. Call us now to arrange a FREE survey and quote.
FENSA registered company.
Tel: 01491 834038 Email: mail@didcotglass.co.uk www.didcotglass.co.uk

Antiques and Collectables
CHILTON ANTIQUES COLLECTABLES & BYGONES Based at Chilton Garden Centre,
Newbury Road, Chilton, Oxon. OX11 1QN. Antiques and Collectables purchased.
Probate and House Clearance undertaken. Open: Mondays 10.30am to 4.30pm
Tuesdays to Saturdays 10.00am to 4.30pm • Sundays 10.00am to 4.00pm.
Opening times may differ to those published for reasons outside of our control. Please phone to
see if we are open to possibly save you a wasted journey. Tel: 01235 835125

Carpet Cleaning
GRIMEBUSTERS. Professional carpet, upholstery and rug cleaning.

Most carpets dry within the hour. Unbeatable results, removing almost all spots and stains.
Free estimates and friendly advice. www.grimebusters.co.uk
Oxford: 01865 726983 Abingdon: 01235 555533 Witney: 01993 868924

Specialist Transport & Companionship Services

DRIVING MISS DAISY Didcot bridge the gap between taxis, public transport

and voluntary agencies; helping senior citizens and vulnerable people/families.
COVID-19 Vaccine or other health appointments, family events, trips to the supermarket or
garden centre, companionship, wheelchair or easy access vehicles. All with fully trained drivers
and a door-to-door service that can’t be matched with a regular taxi service.
Tel: 07308 475 489 email: didcot@drivingmissdaisy.co.uk
web: drivingmissdaisydidcot.co.uk
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