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EAST HAGBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DULY CONVENED AND HELD ON 

THURSDAY 24TH APRIL 2025 

 
1.  ATTENDANCE, APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST:   

Present were Chairman I. Duff, Vice Chairman P. Dixon, Councillors C. Gover, R. Jaboor, N. Milner, D. Rickeard 
and C. Shaikh, and District Councillor C. Topping. 
Apologies were received from District Councillor A-M Simpson. 
In attendance was L. Lloyd (Clerk). 
I. Duff indicated there is 1 vacancy for a parish councillor.   

 
2.  PUBLIC FORUM AND QUESTIONS: None 
 
3.  CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 13TH MARCH 2025: The 

minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 13th March 2025 were approved by Council and signed by I. Duff.  

 

4.  REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS: I. Duff confirmed receipt of the 
District Councillor’s Report. C. Topping briefly discussed the item on Unitary Councils, noting that MPs currently 
seem to prefer the option covering the whole of Oxfordshire which would be close to 1 million people. The Joint 
Local Plan public hearings will be taking place at Bee House in Milton Park from 3rd – 5th June; interested parties 
can attend in person or online. Concerning garden waste collection, feedback to District indicates that a lot of 
residents were not paying for their bins previously or are unhappy with the price increase, however over 49,000 
people have already signed up to the new scheme. Please see attachment 2 for the full report. C. Topping left the 
meeting at 7.39pm. 

 

5.  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION:   

a) Annual Parish Meeting feedback to include setting up focus groups to progress with the CIL project 
ideas: I. Duff confirmed that the draft APM minutes have been circulated to aid discussion. The meeting was 
largely focused on CIL projects and attendees were largely in agreement with all the proposals. The amount 
of CIL money is not far off the projected notional expenditure, so the next step is to investigate the projects in 
more detail and establish costings to enable further prioritisation and budgeting. It was agreed that project 
leads for main categories would be beneficial: 
Footpaths - C. Shaikh  
Village Sparkle - C. Gover and N. Milner  
Recreation Facilities - P. Dixon (noted that D. Rickeard will provide input from EHSRC perspective to ensure 
any proposals work with the other requirements of the Pavilion) 
Footways – I. Duff 
It was agreed that L. Lloyd will contact Carl Stallwood to ask for update on slurry seal.   
Road Safety - R, Jaboor and N. Milner 
I. Duff confirmed he will include an article on progression of CIL projects in his page in the May Parish 
Magazine. 
 

6.  ITEMS FOR DECISION: 
a)  To approve updates to the Parish Council’s Financial Regulations: Councillors approved the updates 

which align with NALC’s newest model. The approved regulations will be posted on the website. 
b)  To consider granting a donation of up to £100.00 to Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust: D. Rickeard noted that 

the organisation is called Oxfordshire Wildlife Rescue (erroneously recorded as Trust for the agenda item).  
D. Rickeard spoke in favour of supporting the charity which covers the whole of Oxfordshire; Councillors 
resolved to award a grant of £100.00 in accordance with the council’s powers under Section 137 (S137) of the 
Local Government Act 1972.  

c) To approve ONPA Membership renewal for 2025-26 at a cost of £50.00: Councillors approved the 
expenditure. 

d)  To confirm Parish Path Wardens for East Hagbourne: A report on the meeting with David Tole on 25th 
March was circulated to councillors ahead of the meeting. A post on Facebook asking for volunteers has had 
a very positive response with 8 expressions of interest in joining the path warden team. There is an 
introductory meeting on 9th May and it is hoped that 2-3 volunteers from East Hagbourne will be able to 
attend. Following this, the group will agree up to 3 members who would like to take on the official ‘volunteer’ 
status with additional access rights on the reporting system. There was a brief discussion over how the PPW 
Group is governed – it was agreed that this should be considered along with the constitution of the council’s 
Footpaths Working Group as part of the Annual Checklist review ahead of the APCM in May for clarity.  
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e) To confirm EHSRC’s contribution to the Parish Council’s insurance for 2025-26: Councillors resolved to 
maintain the £500 contribution towards the insurance premium for 2025-26; L. Lloyd will send an invoice to 
EHSRC to maintain accurate records for audit purposes. 

f) To review quotes for Disabled Bay markings in the Village Car Park: Councillors reviewed three initial 
quotes for hashings to make the current disabled bays more accessible. There was concern noted over the 
proposed area of hashings advised by the contractors as they will prove restrictive for other car park users, 
and space is at a premium. As the meeting was held at the village hall, councillors adjourned to assess the 
existing spaces and discuss possible options. It was agreed that the overall use of the car park in the area 
designated for disabled bays should be reviewed properly before moving forward, including turning circle, 
accessibility for driver/passenger, and potential relocation of the single bay alongside the fence, with further 
input from the contractors. P. Dixon offered to review this and report back to councillors. 

g) To review quotes and appoint contractors to carry out the following works at the Pavilion: 
i) Lighting upgrade: D. Rickeard confirmed that 4 quotes have been received for the works in response to 
the specification sent out to local contractors. A comparison table was circulated to councillors ahead of the 
meeting. Councillors agreed to instruct contractor 2, Connect Installations, to complete the work at the fixed 
price of £3696.67+VAT and to pay the additional £270.00+VAT cost for disposal of the old fittings. It was 
agreed that the project would be funded using CIL funds, noting the timeframe requirement for spending the 
CIL funds in comparison to the general reserve funds, which can still be used to support CIL eligible projects if 
needed. 
ii) Acoustics panelling in the Community Room: D. Rickeard reported on progress with the specification 
for acoustic panelling; the proposed panel installation was circulated to councillors ahead of the meeting. D. 
Rickeard has also spoken with a local bouncy castle company who regularly hire the hall and confirmed that 
the panelling would not cause issues for bouncy castle use. Councillors agreed to proceed with the installation  
using the contractor Sound Reduction Systems at £2892.00+VAT. It was agreed that the project would be 
paid for using CIL funds. 

h) To confirm expenditure for necessary repairs to the multiplay unit at Great Mead playground: D. 
Rickeard confirmed that, following reports from members of the public, the net bridge on the multiplay unit has 
been taped off ahead of necessary repairs to make it safe. Steve Aplin who carried out recent repairs to the 
playground was contacted the morning after the reports and EHSRC are currently awaiting a site visit and 
quote. Councillors agreed to proceed with repairs as early as possible, with delegated powers for spending to 
be utilised if this could be completed before the May meeting. 

  

7.  ITEMS FOR REPORT: 
a) Planning Applications:  

P25/S1028/HH 54 Blewbury Road – I. Duff noted that there is very little change to the property and no 
complaints raised by adjacent neighbours. Councillors agreed to submitting a No Objection response. 

b) East Hagbourne Sport and Recreation Committee: D. Rickeard confirmed that EHSRC are taking the 
repair of the multiplay unit seriously and will work to get this actioned as quickly as possible.  
D. Rickeard reported on the initial responses to a request sent to local consultants for assistance with the car 
park resurfacing. Two of the four companies approached were unable to help at this time, and of the two 
responses received, one was considerably more in line with expectations and offers a staged process. It was 
agreed that D. Rickeard and P. Dixon would discuss further with the preferred consultant ahead of the May 
meeting.    
D. Rickeard also noted that EHSRC are holding their annual open meeting on 1st May at 7.30pm in the 
Pavilion. The new committee will be confirmed, along with discussion around the future lease and works to be 
carried out over the summer. 

c) Cemetery Committee: P. Dixon confirmed that he is meeting Leigh Travers on Tuesday 29th April to discuss 
possible drainage into the ditch along Main Road.  

d) Employment Committee: Nothing to report. The clerk’s Annual Appraisal will be on 19th May. 
e) Butts Piece Allotments: P. Dixon confirmed the allotment clearance is almost complete and the area will be 

rotavated tomorrow. All plots are now let. C. Gover noted there is a tent dweller in Millennium Wood – as this 
is under Didcot Town Council management, L Lloyd will inform the Didcot Town Clerk. 

f) Flood Management: C. Shaikh reported that the relief channel has dried up recently. It was noted that Leigh 
Travers is also meeting Jane Bell, Flood Group Coordinator next week after speaking with P. Dixon at the 
cemetery. 

g) Community Speedwatch: The need for a new coordinator was noted. 
h) Housing development adjacent to the village hall: I. Duff reported on the ongoing car park transfer which 

has been held up with a restriction which the client won’t remove until the land transfer is complete. The 
Parish Council now has in writing that should there be any cost involved with the restriction removal after the 
transfer is complete it will be covered by Deanfield. Councillors agreed to respond confirming that the Parish 
Council is happy to proceed with the transfer on this basis. The playground and additional tree planting are 
still to be completed but will definitely be finished as per the planning application.  

i) Hagbourne Village Hall: D. Rickeard reported that the committee will be working to repair the leaks on the 
roof valleys, dealing with some rust and repainting the walls in coming months. In preparation for the possible 
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larger refurbishment project, crack gauges have been installed to assess the structural integrity of the hall. 
The need for more committee members was discussed – there does not have to be a parish councillor 
representative, so perhaps a well worded Facebook post might generate appropriate interest. It was agreed 
that this item would be removed from the reports moving forward. 

j) Public Art Project: I. Duff confirmed that the 3 project briefs have been publicised with a submission deadline 
of 31st May. C. Shaikh confirmed that she has received a promising response for the gates brief.  

k) Footpath Management: – C. Shaikh noted that further works to FP12 remain uncertain due to the field 
drainage concerns which have not yet been resolved. The Church Close end requires consideration as it is a 
PROW but also has private vehicle access so there is potential for damage to any footpath that is laid.  

l) Matters raised at the Chairman’s Surgery and OALC Councillor’s Forum: No councillor attendance at the 
OALC Forum this month. At the Chairman’s surgery, 2 concerns were raised over the possibility of travellers 
using the green space to the front of St Andrews Crescent – these have been passed on to Deanfield for 
consideration. It was suggested that the CIL list could be printed and made available in the shop to encourage 
people to join the working groups to progress items on the list as mentioned in item 5 a).  L. Lloyd will print 
and deliver copies to the shop, and I. Duff will ask the shop committee to publicise this. A suggestion for a car 
boot sale was made and it was noted that occasional car boot sales are held in the Drewe’s field off Manor 
Farm Lane. 
  

8.  Correspondence:  

L. Lloyd reported the following: 

A post on Facebook warning residents of a man trying to get into cars and a bag stolen from an unlocked vehicle; the 
resident reported to Police with CCTV evidence and has not recurred.  

Works have finally started to reinstate the stone steps at the end of the raised path on Main Road; contractors are now 
sourcing the correct stone and this should be completed in the next few days. 

 

9. Finance:  

a) Expenditure and receipts since the last meeting and account balances 
 

a) Payments since 
last meeting: 

NB: Payments pending are shown in yellow and are not 
included in the account balance shown in c)    

       

Payee Item Auth: Amount VAT Total Date 

Dark White Digital  INV001794 March web hosting 
C Gover / 
D Rickeard £30.00 £0.00 £30.00 18/03/2025 

Shield Maintenance Ltd 
INV8573 February Dog Bin and 
General bin Emptying 

C Gover / 
D Rickeard £125.66 £25.13 £150.79 18/03/2025 

BGG Garden and Tree 
Care  

INV1479/25 FP18 bramble 
clearance and Allotment Hedge 
cutting 

C Gover / 
D Rickeard £1,000.00 £200.00 £1,200.00 18/03/2025 

EHSRC 
INV012-25 Community Hall hire 
13th February 

C Gover / 
D Rickeard £25.00 £0.00 £25.00 18/03/2025 

Hagbourne Village Hall 
INV1778 Hall hire 2nd Q (Dec-
Feb) 2024-25  

C Gover / 
D Rickeard £42.00 £0.00 £42.00 18/03/2025 

Direct 365 Online 
INV1000264204 Defibrillator 
Battery and Pad 

C Gover / 
D Rickeard £253.99 £50.80 £304.79 18/03/2025 

Grundon Waste 
Management 

PSI-1215513 Cemetery bin 
collections February 2025 DD £57.30 £11.46 £68.76 20/03/2025 

Castle Water 
INV 10005855534 - Allotment 
Water - Bill date 07032025 DD £5.02 £1.00 £6.02 21/03/2025 

EHSRC 
INV 019-25 Community Room 
Hire 13/03/2025 

D Rickeard 
/ C Gover £25.00 £0.00 £25.00 31/03/2025 

Laura Lloyd March Salary and WFH Allowance 
C Gover / 
D Rickeard £857.81 £0.00 £857.81 31/03/2025 

Unity Trust Bank T2 Service Charge March 2025 
Automatic 
Payment £7.80 £0.00 £7.80 31/03/2025 

Clear Councils 
LCO02825 Insurance Premium 
2025-26 

C Gover / 
D Rickeard £1,642.76 £0.00 £1,642.76 01/04/2025 

OALC 
E00118/2025/1 Membership 
2025/26 

C Gover / 
D Rickeard £250.99 £50.20 £301.19 01/04/2025 

SLCC 
MEM253200-1 Membership 
2025/26 

C Gover / 
D Rickeard £150.00 £0.00 £150.00 01/04/2025 

CFO Membership 2025/26 
C Gover / 
D Rickeard £70.00 £0.00 £70.00 01/04/2025 

Scribe Accounts 
INV9849 Monthly Fee for 
Accounting Software DD £35.00 £7.00 £42.00 01/04/2025 
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ICO (Information 
Commissioner's Office) 

Annual Registration Fee 
ZB683211 DD £47.00 £0.00 £47.00 17/04/2025 

Grundon Waste 
Management 

PSI-1255726 Cemetery Bin 
Collections March 2025 DD £63.99 £12.80 £76.79 22/04/2025 

Castle Water 
INV10006042269 dated 04042025 
Allotment Water DD £5.56 £1.11 £6.67 22/04/2025 

Shield Maintenance Ltd 
INV8686 Dog Bin and General 
Waste Bin collections March 2025   £125.66 £25.13 £150.79   

Dark White Digital  INV001821 April Web Hosting   £30.00 £0.00 £30.00   

The CDS Group 
INV75540 Cemetery Topography 
Survey    £1,350.00 £270.00 £1,620.00   

Hobs Reprographics 
S2013PRF25040002 - APM 
Printing for Display   £15.20 £3.04 £18.24   

SE Environmental  
SN-1061 Japanese Knotweed 
payment Year 2 of 3    £600.00 £120.00 £720.00   

Laura Lloyd April Salary and WFH Allowance   £857.81 £0.00 £857.81   

 

b) Receipts since last meeting:    

From Item Amount Date 

MJ Didcock Funeral Services EROB and Interment Lucas-Tooth CM085 £176.00 14/03/2025 

Unity Trust Bank Instant Access Savings Account Interest Q4 £366.90 31/03/2025 

Redwood Bank 35 Day Notice Savings Account interest March £215.51 31/03/2025 

Nationwide Instant Accesss Savings Account interest March £135.24 31/03/2025 

NatWest  Liquidity Manager 95 Day Notice Account interest March £249.97 31/03/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 2A Allotment Rent 2025-26 £15.95 01/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 22B Allotment Rent 2025-26 £12.75 01/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 24 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £31.50 01/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 3 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £30.75 01/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 29B Allotment Rent 2025-26 £16.60 01/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 24 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £26.55 01/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 21 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £38.50 01/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 11 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £27.95 02/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 7 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £30.70 02/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 9 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £27.65 02/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 23 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £33.60 02/04/2025 

South Oxfordshire District Council  Precept - 1st Installment £17,678.50 03/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plots 26 and 28A Allotment Rent 2025-26 £48.30 03/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 18 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £28.80 03/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plots 12 and 13 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £57.75 03/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 25 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £30.15 03/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 20 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £25.35 04/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 14 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £29.25 04/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plots 8A and 29A Allotment Rent 2025-26 £29.65 04/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 6 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £30.85 07/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 22A Allotment Rent 2025-26 £11.95 07/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plots 4A and 4B Allotment Rent 2025-26 £31.00 07/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 19 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £30.35 09/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 5 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £29.55 09/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 27 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £26.65 10/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 16 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £26.55 10/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plots 8B and 10 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £39.25 14/04/2025 

Allotment Tenant Plot 15 Allotment Rent 2025-26 £23.05 22/04/2025 

 Total £19,613.07  
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c) Accumulated Account Balances (reconciled online 23/04/2025)  

   

Unity Trust Bank - T1 current account  £37,242.08 

Unity Trust Bank - Instant access account  £58,643.12 
Redwood Bank - 35 Day Notice Savings 
Account  £85,000.00 

Nationwide - Instant Access Business Savings Account £81,792.50 

Natwest - Liquidity Manager 95 Day Notice Account £85,808.18 

Total £348,485.88 

   

d) The Special Project Balances (as of 23/04/2025) are:  

   
Community Infrastructure Levy Fund   Received 28/04/23 so requires spending by 27/04/28 £43,620.62   

Received 27/10/23 so requires spending by 26/10/28 £106,843.63   

Received 26/04/24 so requires spending by 25/04/29 £4,165.09   

Received 24/10/24 so requires spending by 25/10/29 £115,173.81   

Total CIL money £269,803.15  

Community Projects Reserve Fund £4,712.91  

Planned Development Support Fund £5,303.15 

Cemetery  £14,636.36 

Temporarily Ringfenced SODC Grant funds for Allotment Clearance  £1,000.00  

Total £295,455.57 

   

e) General Reserve (as of 23/04/2025)  £53,030.31 

 
 

b) Review and approval of pending payments: The Council reviewed the pending payments and approved 
those without minuted/regular payment approval.  

c) Bank reconciliations for January, February and March 2025: P. Dixon confirmed he has completed the 
Internal Controls for Q4 with no issues raised and confirmed he has signed the bank reconciliations and bank 
statements. 

d) Q4 Budget Review: Councillors reviewed the budget with notes covering variations on anticipated income 
and expenditure. No comments were made other than that the underspend has led to slightly high general 
reserves held at year end. See attachment 3. 

e) Investment Activity Report: Councillors reviewed the report and resolved to transfer £30,000 from the Unity 
Trust Deposit account to the Unity Instant Access Savings Account to benefit from interest accrual. 

f) Allocation of Earmarked Reserves: Councillors discussed the options for reserves proposed by the clerk, 
and agreed that it would be appropriate to present a report with suggested figures to move into reserves at the 
May meeting,    
 

10.  Items for report and inclusion on the May agenda:  

Earmarked Reserves  

  

The meeting closed at 9.40pm.  

Items for consideration for the May agenda must be received by the clerk no later than Wednesday 7th May.   

The next meeting will be the Annual Parish Council Meeting, to be held on 15th May 2025 at The Pavilion, 
Great Mead, East Hagbourne. 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………………Dated……………………………… 
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ATTACHMENT 1: ACTION LIST (FOR INFORMATION ONLY: ITEMS WILL NOT BE DISCUSSED AT THE MEETING UNLESS 
FEATURED ON THE MAIN AGEND) 
 

Action No What Who Status 

2023-03-01 Deanfield Homes Car Park Land Transfer LL 

Transfer documentation signed at meeting on 26th March 

2024.  

29/01/2025 Correspondence between Deanfield and 

OCC legal teams means the transfer documentation is 

nearly complete; there is still a restriction that needs 

removing with agreement from the original landowners 

before the transfer can be finalised.  

24/04/2025 Council agreed to proceed without removal of 

the restriction at transfer stage, with reassurances in 

place. 

2023-06-02 
Parking and Traffic Management on Main 

Road 
NM 

NM to prepare a proposal with initial steps to investigate 

the practicalities and resident perception of current 

issues.  

2023-06-03 Footway repairs in the parish ID/PD/RJ 

Prioritise potential repairs for OCC to review.  

C. Stallwood has added East Hagbourne to the list for 

slurry sealing Main Road footways in the future. 

Meeting with Highways Engagement Officer on 3rd 

October being followed up. 28/11/2024 Progress update 

requested 

Jan 2025 Follow up meeting with Highways Engagement 

has been postponed but email discussion continues. 

2023-10-01 
Disabled Parking spaces in the village 

car park 
LL 

24/01/2025 Request for improved access to disabled 

bays from a blue badge holder, council obtaining quotes 

for line markings (check national guidelines) 

Clerk obtaining advice and comparative quotes for the 

works. 

24/04/2025 3 quotes received and reviewed by council. 

Further consideration of the best use of space in the 

disabled bays area is needed to maximise accessibility 

2023-10-03 Weed management on Main Road LL/ID 

14/10 Deep Cleanse team have cleared the outer edge 

of the raised footway approaching Lower Cross. The 

footway and verge in front of Lawson’s Orchard have 

also been improved. 

28/02/2025 – The sweeper has been through the village 

and the road channel along the edge of the raised path 

has been partially cleared. Now awaiting BGG weed 

treatment to keep regrowth under control. 
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VARIOUS 

Footpath accessibility:  

2023-12-02 FP10 MFL to West 

Hagbourne 

2023-12-03 FP12 Church Lane to 

Fieldside  

2023-12-04  FP13 Parsonage Lane 

2024-01-01 FP1 West Hagbourne to 

Didcot 

2024-03-02 FP15 Grange Footpath 

2024-03-03 FP8 Bakers Lane to The 

Croft 

2024-04-01 FP30 Village Hall 

LL/CS/PD/ 

ID 

Volunteer labour is available for FP8 aggregate laying 

subject to OCC approval.  

03/10/2024 FP13 was discussed with the Highways 

Engagement Team and recorded as Cat 3  

03/10/2024 FP30 – Initial review of possible surface 

improvements undertaken by Chloe from the Highways 

Engagement team 

05/12/2024 FP12 – Farmer to review field drainage 

before any continuation of the path to Church Lane is 

considered.  

05/12/2024 FP15 new surface between Fieldside and the 

bridge would be better finished in tarmac to withstand 

instances of flooding. This is under consideration. 

11/12/2024 Email sent to A McEwan-James to reconnect 

on remaining footpath priorities in the New Year.  

09/01/2025 Noted that there may be a need to improve 

the point where FP12 joins the path at Parsonage Lane 

13/02/2025 Contractor quote being sought for FP8 

25/03/2025 Parish Path Warden walkabout very helpful 

24/04/2025 New volunteers have expressed an interest 

in helping with the footpaths, planned attendance by 2-3 

at PPW Training Day on 9th May. 

2023-12-09 Community Speedwatch RJ  20mph Traffic Order came into force on 27/01/2025.  

2024-01-02 
Emergency Plan / Flooding 

documentation Review 
RJ/LL 

Emergency Plan Approved and now online. Resident 

feedback and volunteers for emergency contact list now 

ongoing. 

2024-02-01 Pavilion Lease Renewal DR/LL 

Feedback from CFO received and being reviewed 

Feb 2025 - Advice received from SLCC Legal advisor 

Wellers Solicitors 

D. Rickeard and I. Duff reviewing documentation 

2024-02-04 Flood Management in the Parish CS/DR/PD 

The OCC funded channel clearance and bridge removal 

works along FP19 (Tadley) were completed in mid-

November. 

NB: Following the PC meeting: 06/12 Leigh Travers 

confirmed he has reviewed the FP19 channel works and 

has asked the contractors to return and deal with the 

piled-up silt, as this does not meet the specification given 

by OCC. Contractors scheduled to return on 26/02/2025 

to resolve 

26/02/2025 Leigh Travers and Carl Stallwood completed 

a walkabout to assess the rest of the watercourses in the 

parish with input from the flood group 

29/04/2025 Leigh Travers visiting the parish to meet with 

P. Dixon (cemetery) and Jane Bell (Flood Group) 

2024-03-04 

Main Road 20mph limit 

Extension to include New Road/Blewbury 

Road 

OCC 

20mph Traffic Order came into force on 27/01/2025  

07/01/2025 Chased again for a response to the concerns 

over lack of repeater roundels on Blewbury Road and 

visibility of the 20mph limit sign on New Road. 

13/02/2025 A second roundel has been installed on the 

far side of the road when entering the 20mph limit from 

New Road. 
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2024-03-05 
From APM 2024: Step reinstatement on 

Main Road/Bakers Lane footpath 
OCC/LL 

This is an OCC Highways matter and has also been 

raised with the Highways Engagement Team on 

03/10/2024.  

11/11/2024 The clerk chased SGN, OCC officers and 

Highways Engagement when SGN contractors were 

working on Main Road. No communication has been 

received from the local depot. 28/11/2024 Further 

support has been requested from Chloe in Highways 

Engagement to resolve this.  

18/02/2025 Clerk contacted SGN and OCC again for an 

update 

24/04/2025 Works imminent, traffic barriers in place 

2024-03-06 
From APM 2024: Main Road to Coscote 

road surface 
OCC 

An OCC matter as no agreement was made with the 
developer during the planning process and the S278 
agreement to maintain and repair the main agreed 
access route to the site. The Parish Council has full 
support from our County Councillor, Jane Murphy, to 
lobby for repairs and reinstatement. 
28/11/2024 Further discussion with Chloe from Highways 
Engagement on the necessary works to make good the 
road and verges. The follow up site meeting scheduled 
for late January has been postponed but email 
communication continues. 

2024-04-01 CIL Projects Shortlist ALL 

Councillors undertaking further investigation into the 
project proposals following discussion at the 2025 APM  
24/04/2025 Allocation of councillors to progress with 
project proposals   

2024-10-01 Blewbury Road Drainage CS/LL Initial communications being followed up  

2024-12-01 Zebra Crossing Visibility LL OCC Streetlighting team investigating visibility concerns 

2025-03-01 Rymans Crescent Wildflower Area LL Assist with comms between SOHA and BGG as needed 

2025-04-01 
Great Mead Playground Multiplay Unit 

Repairs  
DR/LL DR liaising with contractor to expedite repairs 
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ATTACHMENT 2: 

 

TITLE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT 

COUNCILLORS CLLR ANNE-MARIE SIMPSON & CLLR CRISPIN TOPPING 

PARISH EAST HAGBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL 

DATE  24 APRIL 2025 

 
Booking link for planning surgeries for town and parish councils 
 
Joint Local Plan Examination – start of public hearings on 3 June 
We are pleased to update you on the latest progress of our Joint Local Plan. The dates for the start of the public 
hearings for the South and Vale Joint Local Plan have been published this week.  
 
This stage of the examination involves our appointed Planning Inspectors (Inspectors R A Bust and C Mulloy) holding 
hearing sessions to hear from the Councils and other participants about whether the JLP is sound and has been 
prepared in accordance with legal and procedural requirements. 
  
The first week of hearing dates will cover the following topics: 

• Tuesday 3 June 2025: Matter 1 – Procedural and Legal Requirements followed by Matter 2 – The Duty to Co-operate 

• Wednesday 4 June 2025: Matter 3 – The Housing Target/Requirement 

• Thursday 5 June 2025: Matter 4 – The Employment Land Requirement 

  
All the hearing sessions will be held at Bee House on Milton Park, OX14 4SB. Those who made representations 
seeking changes to the local plan at the Publication stage in autumn 2024 can register with the Programme Officer by 
6 May if they would like to speak at the hearings as a participant. The hearing sessions will be held in public and 
anyone can attend in person to watch (subject to capacity at the venue). The sessions will also be available to watch 
online via a livestream from Bee House. 
  
Our Joint Local Plan examination webpage contains all the details produced by the Inspectors: the Matters, Issues 
and Questions (ID02), Guidance Notes (ID03) and a draft Hearings Programme (ID04). 
  
If you have any questions regarding this next stage, please contact planning.policy@southandvale.gov.uk 
 
We have also published a statement on both Council news websites here: 
South 
Vale 
 
Introducing Ridgeway Council – part of a two unitary council option for Oxfordshire and West Berkshire 
Introducing Ridgeway Council, an ambitious proposal to create a brand-new council that delivers high-quality 
services, improves financial resilience and value-for-money, and ensures it is able to maintain truly local 
representation. 
  
An initial proposal has been submitted on behalf of West Berkshire Council and the district councils in South 
Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse for the creation of a new unitary council that would see the three areas 
combined. The move is in response to a government invitation following its announcement in December 2024 to end 
two-tier authorities like those in Oxfordshire. 
 
As part of the shake-up of local councils, the government has also indicated all unitary authorities will need to serve 
around 500,000 residents or more, which will require West Berkshire Council - which covers around 170,000 people - 
to merge with neighbouring councils. 
  
Ridgeway Council forms one half of a two-unitary council proposal for Oxfordshire, with the other half made up from 
the district council areas of West Oxfordshire, Oxford City and Cherwell.  West Oxfordshire District Council and 
Cherwell District Council have confirmed they will be developing the North Oxfordshire Council half of the proposal, 
strongly complementing the Ridgeway Council work being carried out by West Berkshire, South Oxfordshire and the 
Vale, coming together to create a proposal for two unitaries covering what is currently Oxfordshire and West 
Berkshire. 
  
With strong demographic and economic similarities and significant historic ties between West Berkshire, South 
Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse, the three councils began discussions to explore the possibility of coming 
together as one single council. All three councils have now produced a detailed interim proposal document, which is 

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/TownandParishPlanningbookings@capitacouncilspartnership.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://www.southandvale.gov.uk/joint-local-plan-2041-examination/
https://www.southandvale.gov.uk/app/uploads/2025/04/ID02-Inspectors-Matters-Issues-and-Questions-for-Examination.pdf
https://www.southandvale.gov.uk/app/uploads/2025/04/ID03-Examination-Guidance-Note-1.pdf
https://www.southandvale.gov.uk/app/uploads/2025/04/ID04-Hearings-Programme-Part-1.pdf
mailto:planning.policy@southandvale.gov.uk
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/uncategorised/next-steps-for-joint-local-plan/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/planning/next-steps-for-joint-local-plan/
https://ridgewaycouncil.org/article/43911/The-Proposal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-devolution-white-paper-power-and-partnership-foundations-for-growth/english-devolution-white-paper
https://news.westoxon.gov.uk/news/west-oxfordshire-and-cherwell-district-councils-to-work-together-to-develop-a-two-unitary-option-for-local-government-reorganisation-in-oxfordshire
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available on their new website dedicated to keeping the public informed about the proposal at ridgewaycouncil.org.uk. 
The proposal is being developed under the title 'Ridgeway Council' - named after the famous 5,000-year-old trail that 
travels through the heart of the three council areas. 
  
At their Executive and Cabinet meetings last month, members from all three councils agreed to support the 
submission of the interim proposal. Following the government’s request that Oxfordshire authorities submit interim 
proposals together, the county council has submitted an outline proposal for the Ridgeway Council and North 
Oxfordshire Council to the government alongside two other options being developed in Oxfordshire. 
  
Speaking about the proposals Councillor Jeff Brooks, Leader of West Berkshire Council, said: 
"This initial proposal is the result of some very positive and productive discussions, and I am delighted it 
has been submitted to the Government for their consideration. There is more work to do on the proposal and, 
importantly, that includes engaging with and listening to our residents and partners. It is an exciting proposal 
and one which I believe will serve our communities very well for future generations.” 
  
Councillor David Rouane, Leader of South Oxfordshire District Council, said: 
"We’ve been working hard on our interim proposal for a new 'Ridgeway Council' to provide a financially 
sustainable future for local government in our area in a way that reflects the shared needs and ambitions of 
all three existing councils. We’re very pleased to submit this interim proposal to the government and look 
forward to engaging with our communities in the coming months to hear their views before we submit our 
final proposal.” 
  
Councillor Bethia Thomas, Leader of Vale of White Horse District Council, said: 
"It makes good sense to base this proposal on the entire geographies of existing councils that provide high-
quality, cost-effective and efficient services. Combining our strengths would create a modern and robust 
local authority that puts people first and ensures our communities are served by a council that is focused on 
the needs of our areas, which are very similar in nature. It will be financially robust and able to ensure that the 
needs of all residents are met, including those with complex needs.” 
  
The government has set a deadline for final submissions for unitary council proposals no later than 28 November 
2025. In the meantime, the councils will continue to develop the proposals along with a programme of communication 
and engagement to ensure local voices and community needs are reflected in the proposal and will also continue 
working positively and collaboratively with the other authorities in Oxfordshire.  
  
If the final proposal is accepted the government's indicative timeline sets out that the new council could go live in 
2028. 
 
Oxfordshire County Council’s submission to the government this week also included an initial proposal for a single 
unitary council for Oxfordshire, and a third option from Oxford City Council proposing the area is divided up into three 
small unitary councils based around an expansion of the city’s borders that hasn’t yet been defined. 
 
 
New ArtWeeks exhibition at Cornerstone 
Cornerstone Arts Centre in Didcot will be welcoming local artist Linda Benton to its gallery this May as part of 
Oxfordshire Artweeks. 
  
Her latest exhibition, Didcot’s Oaks (and other notable trees), is a love letter to the leafy giants that shape the town’s 
landscape, along with the stories, poems and wildlife they quietly shelter. From sprawling oaks to characterful corners 
of woodland, the show invites visitors to see Didcot with fresh eyes. 
  
Linda Benton said: “During lockdown, I really started noticing the trees around Didcot—especially the oaks. I found 
myself seeking out these beautiful, mature trees tucked away in corners of the town. 
  
“I’m very excited (and a little nervous) to be filling the gallery at Cornerstone with my paintings and illustrations. I hope 
visitors feel inspired to head out, find these trees for themselves, and come away with a greater appreciation for just 
how important they are.” 
  
The exhibition stems from a collaboration with The Poets’ Trail project, which encouraged local writers, both seasoned 
and spontaneous, to craft poems inspired by the area’s trees. Their words sparked a creative response in pencil, ink, 
oil, and watercolour. The resulting anthology, funded by a legacy from the late East Hagbourne poet Roger Phipps, 
will be launched alongside the exhibition. 
  
Alongside the new work, visitors can also enjoy illustrations from earlier Poets’ Trail anthologies, The Four Seasons 
and Green Theme, offering a broader glimpse into an evolving relationship with the natural world just beyond Didcot’s 
doorstep. 

https://ridgewaycouncil.org/
https://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/en_GB/trails/the-ridgeway/
https://www.westberks.gov.uk/article/40752/Jeff-Brooks
https://democratic.southoxon.gov.uk/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=4669
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/about-the-council/who-we-are/leader-of-vale-of-white-horse-district-council/
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Cornerstone, which is owned and managed by South Oxfordshire District Council, has been working with Artweeks 
supporting local artists to exhibit their work for over 15 years. The centre has its own gallery area and showcases art 
throughout the year, which the public can view for free when they visit, whether they are popping in for a show, class 
or refreshments in the café.  
Didcot’s Oaks is free to view in the gallery at Cornerstone Arts Centre from Tuesday 29 April to Saturday 31 May 
during opening hours. To mark the final day, live music will fill the gallery from 1pm to 3pm. 
  
Whether you’re a tree-hugger, a poetry lover, or simply in need of a peaceful wander through painted woods, this 
exhibition is well worth a look. 
For more information, visit the Cornerstone website. 
 
Flowery facelift for Cornerstone courtyard 
Cornerstone in Didcot has received a flowery facelift thanks to South Oxfordshire District Council. The area has been 
transformed with colourful planters increasing the plant life in the area and encouraging more insect life. The planters 
were installed by South Oxfordshire District Council using money from the Government’s UK Shared Prosperity Fund 
and contributions from developers. 
 
Volunteers from Didcot Train visited the arts centre on Station Road to help plant up the new planters in the outdoor 
area on Friday 4 April. The planters also have integrated seating to encourage more social interaction between 
residents. 
  
The project supports the adopted Didcot Green Infrastructure Strategy 2024 which assesses current green 
infrastructure in and around the town and provides guidance on expanding the network of green infrastructure across 
the town and enhancing connectivity between each place. 
 
The Strategy also provides a framework for protecting and improving existing green infrastructure and proposes 
mechanisms for delivery. 
New depot helps secure the future of waste collections 
A new vehicle depot at the Haseley Trading Estate will significantly contribute towards South Oxfordshire and Vale of 
White Horse District Councils long-term future of successful waste collections in the districts.     
   
The councils are working on securing a long-term vehicle depot at former Haseley Trading Estate (the former 
Ariens/Countax site) in South Oxfordshire, for their waste collection and street cleansing service’s vehicle fleet.    
   
The new site would be used as a depot for parking waste and recycling collection vehicles, street cleansing and 
maintenance vehicles and where members of staff would operate from. The proposed depot would not be used to 
store or dispose of waste or operate as a waste transfer station.  
   
The current vehicle depot is located in Culham and includes recycling and waste collection vehicles, street cleansing 
and maintenance vehicles, alongside staff facilities. Longer term, the Culham site is due for redevelopment for new 
homes and is identified in the Local Plan.     
   
The existing services contract and occupation of the Culham depot expire in 2026, so amongst other work, this has 
meant a requirement for a new location that meets the vital need to provide important statutory waste collection 
services.     
   
The current plan is to redevelop and retain one of the existing buildings and make improvements to the site, such as 
potentially adding solar panels on the existing building, improving the screening from the road with planting and 
carefully managing the adjoining woodland.     
   
Public drop-in event   
The councils are holding a drop-in event for local people on 28 April at Little Milton Village Hall between 3pm and 
7.30pm. There is no need to book ahead, people can just drop by and chat to the project team about the future plans 
for the site.   
   
Further information is available at www.southandvale.gov.uk/HaseleyTradingEstate    
 
Solar energy is coming to Thame Leisure Centre 

Work has begun this week at Thame Leisure Centre to install just over 150 solar panels, reducing the site’s reliance 

on fossil fuels and lowering its carbon emissions. 

https://www.cornerstone-arts.org/
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2024/07/Didcot-Green-Infrastructure-Strategy-May-2024-reduced.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Haseley+Trading+Estate,+Stadhampton+Rd,+Great+Haseley,+Oxford+OX44+7PF/@51.7172422,-1.0907362,1326m/data=!3m1!1e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDEwMi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.southandvale.gov.uk/HaseleyTradingEstate
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The solar panels will cover large areas of the roof space at the centre including the gym and the sports hall. It is 

estimated the panels will produce 69,000KWh of renewable electricity for the centre. This project follows other work 

carried out at the site to improve energy efficiency including the installation of LED lighting. 

It is anticipated the work to install the solar panels should be completed by early summer 2025. As most of the work 

will take place outside, it is expected that users will experience minimum disruption.  

The project has been made possible thanks to a successful bid by South Oxfordshire District Council for just over 

£160,000 from Sport England with the Swimming Pool Support Fund – which invests National Lottery and government 

money each year. 

Andrew Busby, South Oxfordshire District Council Head of Development and Corporate Landlord, said: “It’s great to 

see this work is now underway at Thame and the switch to solar will continue at some of our other buildings including 

Cornerstone, Didcot Wave and Parks Sports Centre. All of these changes will help greatly reduce the council’s overall 

carbon emissions.” 
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ATTACHMENT 3: Q4 BUDGET MONITORING REPORT 

 

 Actual Budget    12 Months to 31 March 2025  

Income 2023/24 2024/25   Budget Actual Variance % Variance 

         

Precept 30956 32,838   32,838 32838 0  0% 

Lease Income 1465 1,465   1,465 1465 0  0% 

Wayleaves 54 55   55 54 -1  -2% 

Allotments 767 760   760 801 41  5% 

Cemetery Contribution 739 800   800 780 -20  -2% 

Interest 3358 6,000   6,000 6731 731  12% 

Pavilion insurance recovery 500 500   500 500 0  0% 

Standing Order PCC Gen 4 4   4 4 0  0% 

OCC S101 Grass Cutting 0 838   838 838 0  0% 

Other 0 0   0 335 335  Over by 335 

Total 37844  43260    43260  44346  751  3% 

Expenditure-Revenue items         

Clerk Remun. 9416 11600   11600 9941 1659 -14% 

Payroll Management Costs 250 270   270 0 270 -100% 

Bank fees 72 105   105 80 25 -24% 

Accounting Software 0 300   300 70 230 -77% 

Office Expenses & Clerks Travel 169 250   250 495 245 98% 

Subscriptions 426 520   520 490 30 -6% 

Website 360 600   600 440 160 -27% 

Training Courses 290 750   750 454 296 -39% 

Meeting Room Hire 343 350   350 334 16 -5% 

Insurance 1362 1362   1362 1356 6 0% 

Audit Costs-External 315 400   400 630 230 58% 

Audit Costs-Internal 385 270   270 280 10 4% 

Legal Expenses 0 1000   1000 0 1000 -100% 

PC Election Costs 200 0   0 0 0 0% 

Car Park Repairs 0 0   0 0 0 0% 

Car Park Electricity 200 150   150 45 105 -70% 

Play Equipment Inspection 86 95   95 90 5 -5% 

Pav Repair and Maintenance 0 0   0 0 0 0% 

Pavilion Sundries 0 0   0 0 0 0% 

Parks & Open Spaces (inc Grass Cutting) 1857 3800   3800 2201 1599 -42% 

Trees and Hedge Trimming 0 1700   1700 550 1150 -68% 

Defibrillator Costs 126 300   300 254 46 -15% 

Dog Bin Emptying 5155 5720   5720 1239 4481 -78% 

Dog Bin Costs 0 35   35 0 35 -100% 

Butts Piece Lease  858 960   960 895 65 -7% 

Allotments 1782 200   200 105 95 -47% 

Allotment Maintenance 0 750   750 450 300 -40% 

Japanese Knotweed Treatment 0 600   600 600 0 0% 

Loan Interest 356 229   229 188 41 -18% 

War memorial repair 0 0   0 0 0 0% 

Other 252 0   0 7002 7002 Over by -7002.23 

Covid/Warm Hub expenditure 0 0   0 0 0 0% 

Total 24260 32316   32316 28189 4127 -13% 

Non regular Revenue items         
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Incomings-Village Grants 0 0   0 7650 7650 Over by 7650 

Incomings - Legal  0 0   0 0 0 0  

 0 0   0 7650 7650 0% 

Outgoings         

Contingency/Uninsured Costs N/A 0   0 0 0 0% 

Donations and Grants 1144 1000   1000 700 300 -30% 

Loan Capital  7991 4693   4693 4735 41 1% 

 9135 5693   5693 5435 259 -5% 

         

         

Annual Surplus/(Deficit)-Revenue 4448 5250   5250 18373 12787 250% 

 

Notes: 

 

Income:  

Other – return of unspent grant monies from DVTG 

 

Expenditure: 

Payroll Management Costs: Invoice received after year end 

Bank fees: Fewer transaction charges than anticipated over the year 

Accounting Software: Accounting only set up in Q4 so lower fees this year 

Office Expenses and Clerks Travel: This category included the WFH allowance approved in July 2024 (new category 

created for 2025/26 budgeting) 

Website: No ad hoc expenses  

Audit Costs -  External: External audit fee in higher tier due to income above £200K in the last financial year 

Parks & Open Spaces (inc grass cutting): Fewer cuts required due to weather conditions 

Trees and Hedge Trimming: Hedge cutting works at FP17/18 delayed until after nesting season so will come under 

2025/26 budget 

Dog Bin Emptying: Change from SODC to Shield Maintenance 

Allotments: Credit at the beginning of the year covered initial water payments 

Allotment Maintenance: New category 

Japanese Knotweed Treatment: Year 1 of 3-year treatment plan 

Other: Car Park Drain Clearance cost, plus outgoing TOE Grant money for FP4, and Hagbourne Oaks Project 

 

Incomings – Village Grants: TOE and SODC Community Grants received. SODC Grant for allotment clearance 

completed 15/4/25 - invoice will be paid in May 2025 


