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EAST HAGBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DULY CONVENED AND HELD ON 

THURSDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 2025 

 

 
1.  ATTENDANCE, APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST:   

Present were Chairman I. Duff, Vice Chairman P. Dixon, Cllrs C. Gover, R. Jaboor, N. Milner, D. Rickeard and C. 
Shaikh 
Apologies were received from District Cllr A-M. Simpson and County Cllr J. Hope-Smith 
In attendance was L. Lloyd (Clerk). 
I. Duff indicated there is 1 vacancy for a parish councillor.   

 
2.  PUBLIC FORUM AND QUESTIONS: None 
 
 
3.  CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17TH JULY 2025: The 

minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 17th July 2025 were approved by Council and signed by I. Duff.  

 

4.  REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS: I. Duff confirmed receipt of the 
District Councillor and County Councillor Reports – please see attachments 2 and 3 for the full reports. C. Topping 
highlighted the following: There is now a new number for contacting the waste team. This should help problems 
when bins have not been collected, as has happened in The Croft. The Councillor Community Grant Scheme is 
open and each councillor has £7,500 to help small community groups or Parish Councils. The Parish Council was 
asked to help promote this scheme to the community. This is possible because the district council currently has a 
surplus of funds. They are also using this surplus to provide housing for those awaiting housing placements 
instead of using hotels. C. Topping also briefly updated on behalf of J Hope-Smith, who has made enquiries on 
behalf of the Parish Council: Slurry seal works have been provisionally scheduled later this year for the white 
marked up sections along Main Road. A site visit has been requested to carry out a review for possible surfacing 
repairs on Main Road towards Coscote. OCC’s Dragon patching team have been asked to look again at the road 
channel alongside the raised footway approaching Lower Cross. I. Duff will circulate the email response from J. 
Hope-Smith to councillors after the meeting. 

 
5.  ITEMS FOR DECISION: 
 
a) To write a letter of support for the Two Councils Unitary proposal: I. Duff proposed to councillors that he would 
draft a letter to support the Two Councils Unitary proposal as it seems the most favourable for the Parish Council. 
Councillors agreed to this proposal and the final version will be approved by email. 
b) To engage Glanville Associates to carry out a Desktop Utility Search at a cost of £350+VAT: Councillors 
agreed to the expenditure; D Rickeard asked L. Lloyd to confirm with Glanville Associates and check when they are 
able to complete the topographical survey and search.  
c) To consider options for the extension of the existing stretch of durable Footpath 12 surfacing, including 
potential award of contract 

i) Parsonage Lane to FP25 (£16,643.00+VAT)  
ii) Continuation from FP25 towards Church Lane (£5,975.00+VAT)  

Councillors discussed at length the proposal to extend Footpath 12. It was noted that the scheme had been split into 
two parts to aid decision making. Differing views were expressed regarding suitability, durability and timing for the 
works to be carried out. 
5.c)i) Following discussion, a vote was taken for completion of the first stretch: 4 in favour, 2 against, 1 abstention. 
Resolved: That the footpath extension works from Parsonage Lane to FP25 be awarded to SCS Oxon Ltd at a cost of 
£16,643.00+VAT. The Council agreed that the contract qualifies under Financial Regulation 5.12(iii) as an extension 
of the 2024 footpath and are applying this exemption to ensure consistency of materials and finish, and to maintain 
continuity of arrangements with the landowner. C. Shaikh suggested that while SCS Oxon Ltd are working on site, the 
possibility of a short connecting path for accessibility to Parsonage Lane should be discussed as it would be 
considerably cheaper to complete when already on site instead of making a return visit. 
5.c)ii) Councillors agreed not to proceed with the continuation from FP25 towards Church Lane at this time, as the 
proposed path surface was not considered suitable for this stretch because of farm traffic and will require further 
consideration of treatment and materials. 
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d) Village Car Park Signage 
i) To approve the design for the new car park signage: Councillors approved the proposed design which 
echoes the curve of the village gateway signage, and black writing - see attachment 4 for design.  
ii) To confirm locations for the signs: Councillors approved the locations for one sign to be installed at the 
entrance to the car park and the second to be attached to the central light column. Deanfield are aware of the 
proposed location at the entrance and it was agreed that L. Lloyd would write to confirm.  
iii) To approve total costs of £325.00+VAT for the supply and installation of two signs: Councillors 
approved the expenditure which will be funded using CIL money. N. Milner suggested that an additional sign 
to direct visitors from the east end of the village to the car park would be a good idea, it was agreed to 
consider this ahead of the next meeting. 

e) To consider quotes received for the marking of a new layout for disabled parking bays in the Village Car 
Park, and approve expenditure up to £2,000+VAT: L. Lloyd confirmed that she had requested quotes from 3 
contractors, but only received 2 responses which were circulated ahead of the meeting. Councillors considered the 
two quotes and selected Wilson & Scott to complete the works, at a quoted cost of £931.35+VAT. D. Rickeard noted 
that it would be important to arrange the works to fit around school drop off and pick up, or in half term to avoid major 
disruption. This project will be paid for using the Car Park Maintenance/Repairs budget.  
f) To consider the proposal from the Hagbourne Village Hall Committee for installation of cycle racks in the 
Village Car Park: It was noted that this agenda item erroneously states that the proposal is from the Hagbourne 
Village Hall Committee when it should be the Hagbourne Village Fund Committee. The proposal is to install cycle 
racks along the fence line once the single disabled bay marking is removed. Councillors supported the proposal and 
gave permission as the landowner to install the cycle racking in the car park; the racks and installation will be paid for 
by the Hagbourne Village Fund.  
g) To ratify the council’s decision to use an alternative supplier for the cemetery bench due to Faraway 
Furniture not being able to fulfil the order on request: Councillors ratified the decision to order a bench for the 
cemetery from alternative supplier Engraved Benches at a cost of £404.20, following fulfilment issues with Faraway 
Furniture over the summer.  The bench is the same size and style as the one originally chosen and has engraved 
lettering instead of a plaque. L. Lloyd confirmed that the bench has a lead time of 6 weeks and she is currently 
awaiting a delivery date.  
h) To consider the replacement of the two gates at the Great Mead playground, at an anticipated cost of 
£1,500+VAT plus reasonable installation costs: D. Rickeard confirmed that a member of public had reported 
damaged welding on an access gate entering the playground. It was confirmed that this is not viable for repair, and in 
the light of the finger trap risk noted on the RoSPA report, it was agreed that replacing both entry gates would be 
advisable to comply with BS EN 1176. Councillors approved replacing the gates with ProSafe hydraulic gates from the 
original supplier at a total cost of £1509.34+VAT for 2 gates in galvanised finish including carriage charge, as these 
are definitely compatible with the existing fencing. For the installation, L. Lloyd confirmed that she had approached 6 
possible contractors and received 2 quotes which have been circulated to councillors for consideration. Councillors 
agreed to instruct Trentwood Fencing to complete the installation at a cost of £950.00+VAT. These costs will be paid 
for using the Asset Maintenance Reserve fund.  
i) Footpath 18 Drainage: 

i) To commit in principle to improving the drainage along Footpath 18: Councillors agreed to commit in 
principle to improve the drainage, which will involve clearance of the brambles ahead of a site assessment to 
confirm the best solution to the issue. 
ii) To consider expenditure for BGG to clear brambles along Footpath 18 to enable a proper 
assessment of drainage issues: Councillors agreed to instruct BGG to complete the clearance at a cost of 
£565.00+VAT.  

j) To approve grounds maintenance items including: 
i) The annual cut and cuttings removal for the wild area next to the car park at the Recreation Ground: 
Councillors agreed to instruct BGG to complete the end of season cut in October at a cost of £120.00+VAT as 
per the agreed grass cutting contract. 
ii) Allotment hedge cutting: Councillors agreed to instruct BGG to complete the allotment hedge cutting at a 
cost of £450.00+VAT. 
iii) Clearance of vegetation around the bench at Butts Piece: Councillors noted that the vegetation 
overhanging the bench has recently been cut back by a member of public and the bench itself is now usable. 
They expressed their gratitude for this generous and community-minded effort. It was agreed that removal of 
the bulky growth around the bench should be further cleared to help minimise regrowth in the future. 
Councillors approved the cost of £115.00 for BGG to cut and remove the vegetation at the same time as they 
complete the allotment hedge cutting.  

k) To appoint OCC to conduct speed surveys at up to 5 approved locations in the village at a cost of £200 
each: I. Duff confirmed that speed surveys would be a valuable tool and have been recommended to inform VAS 
locations in the village. D. Rickeard spoke in favour of the surveys to gather data and councillors agreed to request 5 
surveys at locations to be confirmed with OCC on Blewbury Road, New Road and Main Road at a cost of £1000. The 
surveys will be paid for using CIL funds.  
 
 
 



Minutes September 11th 2025        PAGE 3 OF 12 

 

6.  ITEMS FOR REPORT:  
 
a) Planning Applications:  
P25/S1942/FUL SOHA application for roof replacement for two of the flat blocks in Wilcher Close – This application 
will be reviewed but it is unlikely the Parish Council would have reason to object. 
P25/S2611/LB Parsonage Farm House have applied for Listed Building consent for works to roofing and other repairs 
to the Main House, cottage, barn and outbuildings. I. Duff confirmed he intends to speak with the applicant and 
neighbours, it is unclear whether there will be a planning application for the works at a later stage.   
P25/S1361/FUL 6 Blewbury Road - Retrospective application for a new build property. Councillors agreed to a No 
objection response. 
b) Recreation Ground and Pavilion – to include car park remediation and future management agreement: I. 
Duff and D. Rickeard confirmed they plan to draft an agreement to replace the existing lease, which will be circulated 
to councillors for review ahead of the October meeting.  The lighting in the community room has been upgraded and 
improvements to the acoustics are scheduled for 2nd October.  The lighting for the car park will be installed on 26th 
September. EHSRC have paid for gutters to be cleaned and have booked carpet cleaning which should be completed 
on 6th October. Car park remediation – in order to commit fully to an option, further details will shortly be available. 
c) Cemetery Committee: P. Dixon confirmed that the potential agreement with OCC to use the ditch is still ongoing. 
P. Dixon is writing a proposal to send to OCC, and the drainage scheme has been revised to include a soakaway 
within the cemetery, with a second phase utilising the ditch on Main Road if the soakaway has insufficient capacity. 
The refurbished cemetery sign has been installed on the Lych Gate.  
d) Employment Committee: L. Lloyd confirmed that there has been slow progress resolving the issue with Nest 
contributions. This is being dealt with by Tetbury Accounting and will hopefully be resolved next week.    
e) CIL Project Progress: I. Duff confirmed that there has been slow progress with the queries raised with J. Hope-
Smith, which is frustrating but highlights the issues with moving forward. In terms of priorities, the recreation ground 
play/leisure equipment would be good to review as there is such wide scope and it would be useful to come up with 
potential options and a budget. 
f) Butts Piece Allotments: The cleared area by Wilcher Close gate will be seeded after the allotment hedges are cut; 
the weeds have been kept under control to allow this to happen. Options are under consideration for planting next 
spring. SE Environmental have visited the site for their annual treatment of the Japanese Knotweed and could not find 
any evidence of regrowth which is positive.  
g) Flood Management - Email comms from OCC: The Parish Council received an invitation for Flood Wardens 
which was shared with the Flood Group. It was agreed to follow up with the Flood Group to see if anyone is keen to 
sign up. Recent heavy rains have again highlighted the slow drainage issue opposite the Fleur, it was agreed the clerk 
should highlight this with OCC as it is a recurring problem.  
h) Community Speedwatch:  There have been two recent expressions of interest from residents to help with the 
Community Speedwatch effort: I. Duff and R. Jaboor to follow up.   
i) Housing development adjacent to the village hall: I. Duff is having trouble getting responses from A. Aldridge 
concerning Deanfield queries including tree planting, car park signage and Public Art Sculpture permission which is 
delaying the S106 funding application for the project. It was noted that this report item should be renamed to ‘St 
Andrews Crescent’ 
j) Public Art Project: Bus Shelter and Gates applications have been discussed by the planning dept and are awaiting 
approval. Bus Shelter works will come under permitted development.  
k) Footpath Management: C. Gover reported that the Parish Path Warden group has been active and they are 
updating footpath issues on the CAMS system. 
l) Matters raised at the Chairman’s Surgery and OALC Councillor’s Forum: I. Duff confirmed that comments from 
surgery attendees on 5th September were footpaths and traffic related – in addition to the visit from a possible 
Speedwatch volunteer. The next councillors forum is on 15th September – I. Duff encouraged other councillors to 
consider attending.  

 
 

8.  Correspondence:  

The Council noted that, following the approval of the wording by councillors, an email response to South and Vale’s 
Sensory Garden proposal received in July had been submitted. 

  

I. Duff reported on the following: 
He attended the West Hagbourne Parish Council meeting on 10th September:  

• Moor Lane was discussed.  Changing from a BOAT to a restricted Byway is a very complicated process and 
WHPC would follow a recommendation to apply for a TRO for permanent or seasonal closure instead. There 
is currently a temporary TRO closure in place.  

• Their Community Speedwatch team have conducted 30 sessions and reported 392 out of 2,500 readings to 
Thames Valley Police for further action. 

• They approved a grant of £1000 to Friends of Hagbourne Pool and used the 75/25 split used for the cemetery 
as a basis for the agreed figure.  
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Travellers arrived on Mowbray Fields on 10/09/2025. While not in East Hagbourne Parish, they are in close proximity 
so the situation is being monitored. The recreation ground is locked when not in use, but the green area at the front of 
St Andrews Crescent is vulnerable.  

A metal detectorist was reported on Butts Piece today but P. Dixon didn’t see any damage when checking the land 
afterwards. 

 

9. Finance:  

a) Expenditure and receipts since the last meeting and account balances 
a) Payments since last 
meeting: 

NB: Payments pending are shown in yellow and are not included in 
the account balance shown in c)    

       

Payee Item Authorisation Amount VAT Total Date 

Castle Water Ltd 
INV10006981748 Allotment Water (inv 
date 03/07/25) DD £46.99 £9.40 £56.39 17/07/2025 

Grundon Waste 
Management Ltd 

PSI-1301115 Cemetery bin collections 
June 2025 DD £67.25 £13.45 £80.70 21/07/2025 

Glanville Consultants 
Ltd 

INV 50372 Pavilion Car Park Consultancy 
- Phase 1 

D Rickeard / R 
Jaboor £1,950.00 £390.00 £2,340.00 29/07/2025 

OALC 
INV 5737  ICCM Cemetery Management 
Training Course 

D Rickeard / R 
Jaboor £145.00 £29.00 £174.00 29/07/2025 

Dark White Digital INV-001903 Web Hosting July 
D Rickeard / R 
Jaboor £30.00 £0.00 £30.00 29/07/2025 

BGG Garden and Tree 
Care Ltd 

INV 0369/25 Parish and Cemetery Cuts 
June 

D Rickeard / R 
Jaboor £375.00 £75.00 £450.00 29/07/2025 

EHSRC INV045-25 Community Room Hire 17/07 
D Rickeard / R 
Jaboor £25.00 £0.00 £25.00 29/07/2025 

Shield Maintenance Ltd 
INV9060 Dog Bin and General Waste Bin 
collections June 2025 

D Rickeard / R 
Jaboor £151.67 £30.33 £182.00 29/07/2025 

L Lloyd  
July Salary + WFH Allowance, plus 
additional hours 05/24-06/25 

D Rickeard / R 
Jaboor £1,759.73 £0.00 £1,759.73 31/07/2025 

Unity Trust Bank Service Charge 
Automatic 
Payment £9.45 £0.00 £9.45 31/07/2025 

Scribe Accounts 
INV-11834 Monthly Accounting Package 
Fee - August DD £35.00 £7.00 £42.00 01/08/2025 

Castle Water Ltd 
INV10007276550 Allotment Water (inv 
date 05/08/25) DD £41.98 £8.40 £50.38 19/08/2025 

Grundon Waste 
Management Ltd 

PSI-1316936 Cemetery bin collections 
Julu 2025 DD £96.86 £19.37 £116.23 20/08/2025 

Playsafety Ltd INV 91018 RoSPA Inspection  
D Rickeard / R 
Jaboor £92.00 £18.40 £110.40 22/08/2025 

EHSRC INV535-25 Community Room Hire 17/07 
C Gover / D 
Rickeard £25.00 £0.00 £25.00 27/08/2025 

Hobs Reprographics 
S2013PRF25070025 Welcome Booklet 50 
Reprint 

C Gover / D 
Rickeard £44.00 £8.80 £52.80 27/08/2025 

Dark White Digital INV-001927 Web Hosting August 
C Gover / D 
Rickeard £30.00 £0.00 £30.00 27/08/2025 

Shield Maintenance Ltd 
INV9170 Dog Bin and General Waste Bin 
collections July 2025 

C Gover / D 
Rickeard £151.67 £30.33 £182.00 27/08/2025 

L Lloyd  

August Salary and WFH Allowance 
(including Apr-Jul backpay following NJC 
pay agreement) 

C Gover / R 
Jaboor £1,078.67 £0.00 £1,078.67 29/08/2025 

Engraved Bench 
Cemetery Bench with engraving ORDER 
REF #11078 

C Gover / R 
Jaboor £402.80 £0.00 £402.80 29/08/2025 

Connect Installations  
INV25-0088 Pavilion Lighting Installation  
PO: 2025- 2026/2 

C Gover / D 
Rickeard 

£3,966.33 £793.27 £4,759.60 
29/08/2025 

Unity Trust Bank Service Charge 
Automatic 
Payment £8.10 £0.00 £8.10 31/08/2025 

Scribe Accounts 
INV-12155 Monthly Accounting Package 
Fee - September DD £35.00 £7.00 £42.00 01/09/2025 

Shield Maintenance Ltd 
INV9278 Dog Bin and General Waste Bin 
collections August 2025   £151.67 £30.33 £182.00   

Dark White Digital INV001957 Web Hosting September   £30.00 £0.00 £30.00   

BGG Garden and Tree 
Care Ltd INV 0672/25 Sorbus tree works 15/08   £550.00 £110.00 £660.00   

Hagbourne Village Hall 
INV1803 Q4 Meeting Room hire 16/06 
(Public Art Steering Group)  £12.00 £0.00 £12.00  

Laura Lloyd 
September Salary + WFH Allowance - 
TBC once Nest contributions are sorted   TBC       
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b) Receipts since last meeting:    

From Item Amount Date 

Allotment Plot 2B 
Annual Rent 2025/26 (paid by cheque, CREDIT 
000006) £16.38 21/07/2025 

SSE Wayleave Payment  (paid by cheque, CREDIT 000006) £62.41 21/07/2025 

Oxfordshire County Council S101 Grass Cutting  £838.04 29/07/2025 

Redwood Bank 35 Day Notice Savings Interest July 2025 £198.63 31/07/2025 

Nationwide Instant Access Savings Interest July 2025 £115.13 31/07/2025 

NatWest 95 Day Liquidity Manager Interest July 2025 £248.87 31/07/2025 

Abingdon Stone & Marble Memorial G191 £184.00 27/08/2025 

Redwood Bank 35 Day Notice Savings Interest August 2025 £194.66 31/08/2025 

Nationwide Instant Access Savings Interest August 2025 £115.29 31/08/2025 

NatWest 95 Day Liquidity Manager Interest August 2025 £220.67 31/08/2025 

Rayfield Stone Memorial CM028 £92.00 04/09/2025 

South Oxfordshire District Council  Precept 2nd Installment £17,678.50 05/09/2025 

M&J Didcock Funeral Services Ashes Interment B024 £90.00 05/09/2025 

 Total £20,054.58  

 

c) Accumulated Account Balances (reconciled online 10/09/2025)  

Unity Trust Bank - T1 current account  £19,846.38 
Unity Trust Bank - Instant access 
account  £86,112.31 

Redwood Bank - 35 Day Notice Savings Account £85,000.00 

Nationwide - Instant Access Business Savings Account £82,385.70 

Natwest - Liquidity Manager 95 Day Notice Account £87,015.75 

Total £360,360.14 

   

d) The Special Project Balances (as of 10/09/2025) are:  
Community Infrastructure Levy Fund   Received 28/04/23 so requires spending by 27/04/28 £39,251.49  

 Received 27/10/23 so requires spending by 26/10/28 £106,843.63  
 Received 26/04/24 so requires spending by 25/04/29 £4,165.09  
 Received 24/10/24 so requires spending by 25/10/29 £115,173.81  
 Received 25/04/25 so requires spending by 24/04/30 £8,330.18  

 Total CIL money £273,764.20  

Community Projects Reserve Fund £2,762.91  

Planned Development Support Fund £5,303.15 

Cemetery Fund £12,831.20 

Climate and Biodiversity Reserve £2,500.00 

Reactive Works and Emergency Response Reserve £4,000.00 

Asset Maintenance Reserve £10,000.00 

Election Reserve £1,000.00 

 Total £312,161.46 

   

e) General Reserve (as of 10/09/2025)  £48,198.68 

 
b) To note the £3,000 internal transfer from Unity Trust Instant Access Savings to Unity Trust T2 

account: Councillors noted the transfer which was authorised and completed on 26th August to maintain 
adequate funds in the T2 account ahead of outgoing payments due.  
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c) To ratify the DD set up for Nest monthly employer pension contributions: Councillors ratified the setup 
of a DD for Nest employer contributions which was completed as part of the registration process; payments 
have to be checked and verified ahead of submission on a monthly basis. 

d) To note the NJC 2025/26 pay award has been implemented in line with national agreement, backdated 
to 1 April 2025: Councillors noted the implementation.  

e) Review and approval of pending payments: Councillors reviewed the pending payments. L. Lloyd noted 
that she has received an invoice from Hagbourne Village Hall for £12.00; councillors approved the addition of 
this to the payments list. It was noted that due to the Nest issues, the clerk’s salary is TBC but will be added to 
the payment schedule once the payslip is finalised.  

f) External Audit Report: L. Lloyd confirmed that the External Audit Report had been received and circulated to 
councillors, with no matters of concern. A note was added under other matters regarding the contact email 
address on the website; this will be updated to the parishclerk@easthagbourne.net address which is parish 
council owned and L. Lloyd will review to ensure compliance.  

 
10.  Items for report and inclusion on the October agenda:  

Parking Surveys for Main Road        

Investment Activity Report 

Confirmation of Internal Auditor for 2025-26 

 

The meeting closed at 9.45pm.  

Items for consideration for the October agenda must be received by the clerk no later than Wednesday 1st 

October.   

The next meeting will be held on 9th October 2025 at The Pavilion, Great Mead, East Hagbourne. 

 

Signed……………………………………………………Dated……………………………… 

 

 

 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENT 1: ACTION LIST (FOR INFORMATION ONLY: ITEMS WILL NOT BE DISCUSSED AT THE MEETING UNLESS 
FEATURED ON THE MAIN AGENDA)  
 

Action No What Who Status 

2023-03-01 
Deanfield Homes Car Park Land 

Transfer 
LL 

19/06/2025 Transfer finally completed today.  

Restriction removal still requires action. 

2023-06-02 
Parking and Traffic Management on 

Main Road 
NM 

NM to prepare a proposal with initial steps to 

investigate the practicalities and resident 

perception of current issues.  

2023-06-03 Footway repairs in the parish ID/PD/RJ 

May 2025 C. Stallwood emailed for update on the 

areas that were added to the list for slurry sealing 

Main Road footways 

15/05/2025 OCC have requested repair works to 

the footway surface by 12 Main Road – minor 

footway repair carried out in front of 12 Main Road. 

01/07/2025 This matter has now been referred to 

Johnny Hope-Smith for assistance 

2023-10-01 
Disabled Parking spaces in the 

village car park 
LL/PD 

24/04/2025 3 quotes received and reviewed by 

council. Further consideration of the best use of 

space in the disabled bays area is needed to 

maximise accessibility – P. Dixon reviewing. 

17/07/2025 P. Dixon to draw up new proposed 

layout, L. Lloyd to obtain new quotes  

11/09/2025 Contractor approved to complete the 

work 

mailto:parishclerk@easthagbourne.net
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2023-10-03 Weed management on Main Road LL/ID 

15/05/2025 Weed treatment now complete at 

raised footway near Lower Cross. Dead vegetation 

now present in road channel. 

01/07/2025 This matter has now been referred to 

Johnny Hope-Smith for assistance 

VARIOUS 

Footpath accessibility:  

2023-12-02 FP10 MFL to West 

Hagbourne 

2023-12-03 FP12 Church Lane to 

Fieldside  

2023-12-04  FP13 Parsonage Lane 

2024-01-01 FP1 West Hagbourne to 

Didcot 

2024-03-02 FP15 Grange Footpath 

2024-03-03 FP8 Bakers Lane to The 

Croft 

2024-04-01 FP30 Village Hall 

LL/CS/PD/ 

ID 

03/10/2024 FP30 – Initial review of possible 

surface improvements undertaken by Chloe from 

the Highways Engagement team 

05/12/2024 FP15 surface between Fieldside and 

the bridge would be better finished in tarmac to 

withstand flooding. This is under consideration. 

09/01/2025 May need to improve the point where 

FP12 joins the path at Parsonage Lane 

13/02/2025 Contractor quote being sought for FP8. 

Volunteer labour still available if required 

15/05/2025 New Parish Path Warden team in the 

process of signing up as independent volunteers to 

help with path monitoring. 

17/07/2025 C. Shaikh to obtain quotes for FP12 

extension and potential works on FP15 and FP8 

11/09/2025 FP12 continuation from Parsonage 

Lane to FP25 approved – works to start in 

September 2025. Second stretch needs further 

consideration.  

2023-12-09 Community Speedwatch RJ/ID 

New coordinator and team members needed to 

move this forward. 

11/09/2025 Follow up two expressions of interest 

2024-02-01 Pavilion Lease Renewal DR/LL 

15/05/2025 Councillors reviewing questions to ask 

legal advisor 

11/09/2025 I. Duff and D. Rickeard to draft an 

agreement to replace the existing lease for 

approval at the October meeting 

2024-02-04 Flood Management in the Parish CS/DR/PD 

26/02/2025 Leigh Travers and Carl Stallwood 

completed a walkabout to assess the rest of the 

watercourses in the parish with input from the flood 

group 

29/04/2025 Leigh Travers visited the parish to meet 

with P. Dixon (cemetery) and Jane Bell (Flood 

Group) 

28/08/2025 OCC Volunteer Flood Warden scheme 

– confirm whether we have any Flood Group 

members interested in signing up 

2024-03-06 
From APM 2024: Main Road to 

Coscote road surface 
OCC 

An OCC matter as no agreement was made with 
the developer during the planning process and the 
S278 agreement was only to maintain and repair 
Main Road in the immediate vicinity of the site.  
15/05/2025 Clarification on when works will be 
completed is urgently needed – surrounding 
villages have benefitted from resurfacing in recent 
weeks but to our knowledge nothing has been 
scheduled for East Hagbourne 
01/07/2025 This matter has now been referred to 
Johnny Hope-Smith for assistance 

2024-04-01 
CIL Projects Short 

list 
ALL 24/04/2025 Allocation of councillors to progress 

with project proposals 

2024-10-01 Blewbury Road Drainage CS/LL Initial communications being followed up  
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2024-12-01 Zebra Crossing Visibility LL 

OCC Streetlighting team investigated visibility 
concerns – no additional lighting required but the 
beacons are both being replaced (VH side still to 
do) 

2025-03-01 Rymans Crescent Wildflower Area LL Assist with comms between SOHA and BGG as 
needed 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 2:  

 

Title District Councillors’ Report 

Councillors Cllr Anne-Marie Simpson & Cllr Crispin Topping 

Parish East Hagbourne 

Date  11 September 2025 

Booking link for planning surgeries for town and parish councils 
 
Remembering South and Vale’s New Waste Services number is as easy as 123 
From today, residents in South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse should use a new number for district 
council waste and recycling enquiries: 01235 422 123. 

The previous number (03000 610 610) is being phased out and will be switched off soon. The new number 
is already active, so residents should update their records and start using it right away. 

01235 422 123 is new number is for all household waste, recycling, food, garden waste (collections only*), 
bulky waste collections, clinical waste collections and street cleaning services.  It is also the number to call 
to report fly-tipping and abandoned vehicles.  

*For queries about garden waste permits, residents should continue to call 01235 422 422. 

For enquiries relating to Household Waste and Recycling Centres (HWRC’s), please continue to contact the 
county council on 0345 310 1111. 

Save on Autumn classes at Cornerstone 
Autumn is just around the corner at Cornerstone, and their new season of classes is almost ready to start! 
The best part? There’s still time to grab an Early Bird discount of £10 off when you book before the season 
begins.. 
 
From creative workshops to active sessions, there’s something for everyone. Adults can dive into 
printmaking, life drawing, Pilates, tap dance and plenty more. For the younger ones, they've got art 
activities, drama groups, and youth theatre to keep them inspired and entertained. 
 
But hurry the Early Bird offer ends one week before classes start, and spaces are going fast! If you’re not 
sure whether a class is for you, participants can contact their Box Office to arrange a free taster session 
and try before you commit. 
Visit their website now for full details and to secure your place. 

 
Councillor Community Grant –live! 
The Councillor Community Grant scheme is still open for applications. If there’s a community project near 
you that could do with a boost, please reach out to them and help us spread the news about the funding 
available from each of our councillors. We’ve also created this poster which can be downloaded and put up 
around your parish to help spread the news. 
 

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/TownandParishPlanningbookings@capitacouncilspartnership.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://southandvale.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33bec1cf8b5523ad47c7183a0&id=b3add1a251&e=c7f7511c41
https://southandvale.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33bec1cf8b5523ad47c7183a0&id=d09736a951&e=c7f7511c41
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The deadline for applications is midday 5 December and more information can be found on the grants 
pages on our website. 
 

Annual canvass update 
We are currently carrying out the electoral register annual canvass – that’s the requirement to contact 
residents each year to ensure they check that their details on the register are up to date. 
 
We have already sent yellow letters to 28,753 households whose details we either don’t have, or we know 
are not up to date, asking them to update their information. Around 17,000 households have not 
responded and so we will send them a pink reminder on 29 August. 
 
Most households, whose details we do have, will shortly receive an email - this will ask them to 
visit householdresponse.com/southandvale to either confirm ‘no change’ to our records, or to make 
changes online, if required. 
 
More than 135,700 electors (62% of households across the districts) should receive the email. Anyone who 
doesn’t respond to it (by 3 October), or who hasn’t registered an email address with us, will receive a green 
letter in October. Please help us encourage people to respond by email as it avoids us having to send a 
letter to them, saving printing and postage costs. 
 
The important bit: 
An email will go out from Monday this week, 8 September, from elections@southandvale.gov.uk with the 
subject line “South & Vale District Councils - Annual Electoral Register Check” and will contain both council 
logos. 
 
Residents can find more information 
at southoxon.gov.uk/ElectionsCanvass or whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ElectionsCanvass 
 

 

ATTACHMENT 3:  

 

TITLE COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

AUTHOR CLLR JOHNNY HOPE-SMITH 

PARISHES CHOLSEY EAST HAGBOURNE, LITTLE WITTENHAM, LONG WITTENHAM, 

MOULSFORD, NORTH MORETON, SOUTH MORETON, WEST HAGBOURNE 

DATE  SEPT 2025 

CONTACT DETAILS  JOHNNY.HOPE-SMITH@OXFORDSHIRE.GOV.UK 

Dear Parish Councillors and Residents, 

Here are some updates and news I have gathered for you. Please provide any feedback, if its too much or not 

enough and of course any more information on a specific topic I can help with. I have put in BOLD the items 

which I think may be specifically appropriate for the Parishes to consider advertising or acting upon 

 

Best wishes, 

https://southandvale.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33bec1cf8b5523ad47c7183a0&id=2b5af2340e&e=c7f7511c41
mailto:elections@southandvale.gov.uk
https://southandvale.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33bec1cf8b5523ad47c7183a0&id=f451efd9e3&e=c7f7511c41
https://southandvale.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33bec1cf8b5523ad47c7183a0&id=3f1b8786f6&e=c7f7511c41
mailto:johnny.hope-smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Johnny 

1. OxRAIL 2040 – County Rail Strategy Consultation 

Oxfordshire County Council has launched OxRAIL 2040, a bold 15-year strategy to improve rail transport 

across the county. The plan sets out a vision for a more connected, accessible, and sustainable rail network, 

with proposals grouped under three key themes and four priority projects. 

A public consultation is now open, inviting residents to share their views on: 

• The overall vision for rail in Oxfordshire 

• The themes and priorities shaping the plan 

• The proposed timeline for delivery 

The consultation runs until Wednesday 1 October 2025, and responses will help shape the final 

strategy, due for adoption by the County Cabinet in November 2025. 

You can read the full consultation document and complete the short survey (5–10 minutes) online.  

OxRAIL 2040: Plan for Rail | Let's Talk Oxfordshire 

Alternatively, comments can be emailed to OxRAIL2040@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 

2. Community Transport Grants Awarded Across Oxfordshire 

Oxfordshire County Council has awarded £64,572 to four organisations to support essential community 

transport services. Grants will help fund new routes, vehicle costs, and driver expenses. 

Recipients include: Daybreak Oxford – expanding dementia-friendly transport, Thame Senior Friendship 

Centre, Filkins & Broughton Poggs volunteer car service, Wallingford Town Council - launching the new 131 

town bus 

These services support residents without access to private transport, especially in rural areas. The council 

also backs new community transport groups with start-up funding and volunteer training.. 

Community transport | Oxfordshire County Council 

3. Electric Blanket Testing 

Summer may have just recently finished but it’s never too early to prepare for the cold winter nights, which 

is why residents are being encouraged to take advantage of free electric blanket testing later this year 

–book your appointment as soon as possible to avoid disappointment 

In 2024, of the 743 blankets tested, more than 30 per cent failed the safety test. 

Sessions will be held by Oxfordshire County Council’s trading standards teams at locations across the county. 

The full address and a specific time slot will be provided at time of booking: 

September 2025: 

• 22 September: Rosehill, Oxford City 

• 23 September: Henley on Thames, South Oxfordshire 

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxrail-2040
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/public-transport/accessible-transport/community-transport
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• 24 September: Bicester, Cherwell 

• 25 September: Chipping Norton, West Oxfordshire 

• 26 September: Abingdon, Vale of White Horse 

October 2025: 

• 6 October: Risinghurst, Oxford City 

• 7 October: Didcot, South Oxfordshire 

• 8 October: Banbury, Cherwell 

• 9 October: Witney, West Oxfordshire 

• 10 October: Wantage, Vale of White Horse 

Spots can be prebooked by calling 01865 519800 (option 4), by emailing duty.officer@oxfordshire.gov.uk or 

by booking online. 

Electric blanket testing - Oxfordshire County Council 

4. Short Story Competition Returns to Oxfordshire Libraries 

Oxfordshire libraries have launched their 11th annual short story competition, inviting writers of all ages to 

submit original stories. Hosted by Oxfordshire County Council’s libraries service, the competition celebrates 

creativity and local voices. 

Winning entries will be published as ebooks and audiobooks on the libraries’ OverDrive platform, making 

them accessible to readers and listeners across the county. 

The competition is free to enter and open to: 

• Children (7–11 years) – up to 1,000 words 

• Young adults (12–17 years) – up to 3,000 words 

• Adults (18+) – up to 3,000 words 

Entries are open from Monday 8 September to Sunday 9 November. Full details and submission 

guidelines are available on the Oxfordshire libraries website 

5. Adult Social Care Rated ‘Good’ by CQC 

Oxfordshire County Council’s Adult Social Care service has been rated ‘Good’ following a recent inspection 

by the Care Quality Commission (CQC). This is a strong endorsement of the council’s efforts to deliver high-

quality, person-centred care across the county. 

The CQC report highlights: 

• Effective partnerships with local organisations 

• A strong community-based approach 

• Positive outcomes for residents, helping them live well and independently 

This result reflects the dedication of care teams and partners, and aligns with the council’s Oxfordshire Way 

vision for adult social care. The council remains committed to continuous improvement, building on this 

success and extending progress across all areas of the service 

https://service.oxfordshire.gov.uk/blankettesting
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Oxfordshire County Council Adult Social Care service graded ‘good’ 

6. UPDATE - Major Road Resurfacing Programme Under Way 

Oxfordshire County Council continues with its significant resurfacing programme to improve road quality 

and safety across the county. Running from late June to 17 October, the works will cover over 111,000 

square metres of road surface across 36 sites, using nearly 22,000 tonnes of material. 

The programme, delivered in partnership with highways contractor M Group, includes: 

• Safety schemes to improve skid resistance in accident-prone areas 

• Surface inlay to replace worn layers where road foundations remain sound 

• Structural maintenance for roads requiring deeper reconstruction 

To minimise disruption, most road closures will take place overnight. However, more intensive works may 

cause daytime disruption in some areas. 

Key sites in South Oxfordshire include: 

• Wantage Road/Station Road, Wallingford (26 August – 9 October) 

• A4155 Reading Road, Henley (15–19 September) 

• A4155 Reading Road, Henley (Station Road to Friday Street) (8–15 October) 

Other major routes affected include parts of the A40, A361, A420, and B4495, with works in areas such as 

Witney, Oxford, Chipping Norton, and Burford. 

Motorists are advised to follow signed diversion routes and check the council’s website for the latest 

updates and maps. All dates are subject to change depending on weather conditions. 

This programme follows the council’s earlier surface dressing maintenance completed between April and 

June, further demonstrating its ongoing investment in Oxfordshire’s road network 

Planned, routine and reactive road maintenance information | Oxfordshire County Council 

7. County Hall Sale Agreed 

Oxfordshire County Council has exchanged contracts to sell County Hall to L&G, who plan to transform the 

site into a high-quality hotel. Proceeds will fund the refurbishment of Speedwell House, the council’s future 

HQ. The move is planned for spring 2027, though archaeological findings may delay occupation. The 

redevelopment will preserve the historic Old County Hall and contribute to the regeneration of Oxford’s 

West End. 

ATTACHMENT 4:  APPROVED CAR PARK SIGNAGE  

 

 

https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshire-adult-social-care-graded-good/
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/roadworks/planned-road-maintenance

