EAST HAGBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DULY CONVENED AND HELD ON
THURSDAY 17™ JULY 2025

1. ATTENDANCE, APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST:
Present were Chairman |. Duff, Vice Chairman P. Dixon, Clirs C. Gover, D. Rickeard and C. Shaikh
Apologies were received from Clirs R. Jaboor and N. Milner, District Clirs A-M. Simpson and C. Topping, and
County CliIr J. Hope-Smith
In attendance was L. Lloyd (Clerk).
I. Duff indicated there is 1 vacancy for a parish councillor.

2. PUBLIC FORUM AND QUESTIONS: None

3. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 19™ JUNE
2025: The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 19t June 2025 were approved by Council and signed by |.
Duff.

4. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS: I. Duff confirmed receipt of the
District Councillor and County Councillor Reports. |. Duff noted that he intended to check the clear differences
between affordable and social housing, both of which are mentioned in the District Councillors report. Please see
attachment 2 for the District Councillors’ Report and attachment 3 for the County Councillor's Report.

5. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION:

a) Community Governance Review 2025/26: |. Duff and D. Rickeard confirmed that the last review was
completed in 2015, when a boundary change moved housing on the Millbrook estate from East Hagbourne
Parish to Didcot Town Council. D. Rickeard noted that it may be appropriate to move the boundary along
Shovel Spring to include it in East Hagbourne due to its proximity to the village. Initial thoughts on the review
are requested by mid-September.

b) Village Car Park considerations:

i) Car Park Signage: Although the village car park was originally the Centenary Car Park, as considerable
time has passed it does not have to be named as such on the signage. C. Gover has approached two
signage companies for initial quotes, for a sign echoing the curved style of the Village Gateways for
continuity and with minimal wording for easy reading but noting the 24-hour maximum stay. Installation
will need to be considered as well as the sign cost.

ii) Configuration of disabled bays: P. Dixon has investigated the existing provision of disabled parking in
the car park. Councillors discussed the access issues and proportionate use of disabled parking bays
within the village car park. After some discussion, councillors agreed that 3 spaces would cater for the
current needs of car park users, providing all 3 are properly accessible. To achieve this, creating 3 spaces
in the first row, with adequate side spacing in between, would be the best solution. It was agreed that P.
Dixon would draw out the new proposal and L. Lloyd will ask for requotes for line painting the new bays.

iii) Potential locations for cycle racks: |. Duff confirmed that he had received a request to consider cycle
rack provision for the village hall, with funding from the Fun Run / Hagbourne Village Fund. It was agreed
that the best space for cycle racks would be to utilise the existing disabled bay alongside the fence as this
is inadequate and poorly positioned as a disabled bay. This suggested positioning will be put to the
Village Fund committee to allow them to submit a proposal to the Parish Council.

6. ITEMS FOR DECISION:
a) To confirm the Parish Council’s CIL contributions towards the following items in the Cemetery (costs
to be shared with West Hagbourne Parish Council):

i) A new bench in the wildflower meadow (total cost up to £890 including bench purchase and
installation): Councillors approved the expenditure. The bench will be purchased from Faraway Furniture
and installation completed by Noel Carter. It was agreed that the bench plaque should say East & West
Hagbourne Cemetery 2025. In addition, it was agreed to recreate the Bennett plaque that has been
removed from the central tree bench for an additional £45 and find an alternative bench for the sign.

ii) Refurbishment of the wooden sign on the Eastern gate (total cost £180): Councillors approved the
expenditure, works to be completed by W S Property Maintenance, and agreed with the Cemetery
Committee’s suggestion that the sign be repositioned to the Lych Gate. The costs for 6.a)i) and ii) will be
split 75% from EHPC and 25% from WHPC.

b) Pavilion Car Park remediation:

i) To accept the report and associated Q&A from Mike Griffin of Glanville Consultants: Councillors

accepted the report which is thorough and presents a number of possible solutions for comparison.
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d)

e)

f)

ii) To agree to proceed with evaluation of Option 2: |. Duff raised concerns about overlaying the new
surface on the made-good existing grasscrete for the preferred Option 2. It was noted that the
topographical survey will further inform this option.

iii) To resolve to proceed with a topographical survey of the car park area: D. Rickeard confirmed the
quote from Glanville Consultants for the topographical survey is £1450.00 and this is noted as part of the
Phase 1 works. Councillors approved the expenditure, to be paid for using the Community Projects Fund.
A further £350.00 has been quoted for statutory service checks if needed, and councillors agreed in
principle to the additional expenditure.

To consider the quote for £820.85+VAT from Connect Installations, to improve the path and car park

lighting at the Pavilion: Councillors approved the expenditure, to be paid for using CIL monies.

To review and approve the quote for £550.00 from BGG to cut down the split sorbus tree on the far

side of the Recreation Ground and use the wood to create a habitat pile by the fence: Councillors

approved the expenditure, with the habitat log pile to be discussed based on the volume of wood resulting
from the felling.

To approve expenditure of up to £50.00 for a reprint of 50 Welcome Booklets: Councillors approved the

reprint costs which will be completed by Hobs reprographic.

To consider and approve the following recommendations from the Employment Committee:

i) An increase in contracted weekly hours from 11.5 to 13 hours: Councillors approved the increase in
contracted hours for the clerk, with the change to be implemented in this month’s pay.

ii) Payment for additional hours worked between May 2024 and June 2025: Councillors approved the
payment of additional hours as recommended by the Employment Committee.

iii) Registration of the Parish Council as an employer with a pension provider and confirmation of
employer contribution: Councillors resolved to enrol the Clerk in the NEST pension scheme and to
accept the Employment Committee’s recommendation to contribute above the statutory minimum
employer rate, in line with the agreed contribution arrangement.

7. ITEMS FOR REPORT:

a)

b)

c)

d)
e)

f)

9)

i)

Planning Applications:

P25/S1887/LB 29 Main Road, East Hagbourne. I. Duff confirmed that this is a listed building application for
replacement windows and doors and there is no visual impact from the road; a no objection response was
agreed from the Parish Council.

East Hagbourne Sport and Recreation Committee: D. Rickeard confirmed that the lighting and acoustics
improvement works will be happening over the summer months and an update will be provided at the
September meeting.

Cemetery Committee: P. Dixon confirmed that the design drawing from The CDS Group is relatively simple
but does require usage of the Main Road ditch. There has been some progress with OCC regarding
permissions required for usage of the ditch but this has not been obtained, and contractor quotes for the
drainage installation are dependent on this approval. Leigh Travers (SODC) reviewed the drainage and ditch
on 29" April and Carl Stallwood (OCC) has referred the matter to the Estate Management team, who have
indicated that an easement will be required. P. Dixon is drafting an initial proposal for the drainage ditch to
progress the easement scenario, although this would also require the Parish Council to take on future
maintenance responsibility for the ditch and piping connection. It was also noted that the streetlights in the
ditch could be an issue, although it has been suggested that the piping could work around them if needed (this
would still be an issue if the Parish Council wish to create a footway to the cemetery).

Employment Committee: Nothing additional to report.

CIL Project Progress: | Duff noted that there was a lack of progress on footways as we are awaiting
responses from OCC. Our County Councillor, Johnny Hope-Smith, has been asked for support with this.
Butts Piece Allotments: P. Dixon has put a combination lock on the double gates to offer an alternative exit,
because the locks on the gates at Wilcher Close and Harwood Road can be tricky to unlock from inside the
allotments.

Flood Management: Nothing to report.

Community Speedwatch: |. Duff confirmed receipt of a circulated email from R. Jaboor on VAR options. At
this stage, if the Parish Council wishes to progress with VAR signage the next step would be speaking with
OCC about potential locations. West Hagbourne parish has had new VAR signage set to 20mph. |. Duff had
heard from a member of WHPC that these had been installed by OCC at no cost to the Parish Council. They
claimed that no action had been taken by the council to achieve this.

Housing development adjacent to the village hall: |. Duff confirmed the following: The playground is finally
open and is being well used. The land transfer documentation for the additional car parking spaces has been
signed and is awaiting Land Registry. The boundary hedge by the car park and wildflower areas are being
dealt with in September along with the remaining tree planting.

Public Art Project: The S106 applications are being prepared and will be sent this month. Permission from
the landowner for location of a sculpture at St Andrews Crescent is required in order to submit the S106
sculpture application.
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k) Footpath Management: Parish Path Wardens - L. Lloyd to check on progress with their path inspection
schedule and whether PPWs have now been officially registered by Ramblers Oxfordshire and have received
their maps. C. Shaikh is in discussion with SCS Oxon Ltd regarding the extension of FP12 to Church Close,
potential for a smaller scale scalpings option for FP8 rather than full path resurfacing, and other minor repairs
to FP15 and FP12, to be discussed in full at the September Parish Council meeting.

) Matters raised at the Chairman’s Surgery and OALC Councillor’s Forum: |. Duff reported on an incident
at Wilcher Close which occurred on 18t July. Residents have been traumatised by the incident which resulted
in a badly injured man crossing through private gardens, with a slow police response and little to no support
from the police during or after the intrusion. The Parish Council has made a complaint to police and is trying to
establish a suitable contact for general support and for communications in the event of any future incidents.
Fallen tree in Hakkas Brook — This has been reported to the landowner on several occasions and needs
removal to prevent further silt build up. I. Duff to follow up again with the landowner.

8. Correspondence:
I. Duff reported on the following:

An initial proposal has been received from SODC to use a triangle of land north of Lake Road (adjacent to Butts
Piece) to create a sensory garden and play area. While it is great that a potential amenity is being suggested in the
parish, D. Rickeard raised a number of concerns, which were shared by other councillors, regarding the suitability of
the location and practicalities with the proposal including the suggestion that the Parish Council would support and
manage the site.

Bus Drop off locations in the village — A resident has complained to the bus company about a lack of official stops and
unsuitable drop offs, which vary depending on the bus driver covering the route. A suggestion has been made for the
route to be a hail and ride arrangement. The issue has also been passed to Joy Napper to pursue options with her bus
contacts.

Land sale at Park Road — The sale is for agricultural land and it is believed that a local farmer intends to purchase the
whole area of land.

L. Lloyd reported that a teacher at Hagbourne Primary School has raised concerns over speeding along Main Road
and noted that they have seen speed signage with children’s drawings in Brightwell Cum Sotwell. These were the
result of a collaboration between the school and the Parish Council; however it is unclear at this stage how effective

they are.

9. Finance:

a) Expenditure and receipts since the last meeting and account balances:

a) Payments since

NB: Payments pending are shown in yellow and are not

last meeting: included in the account balance shown in c)
Payee Item Auth Amount VAT Total Date
INV10006723935 Allotment Water
Castle Water Ltd (inv date 05/05/25) DD £86.00 £17.20 £103.20 | 19/06/2025
Grundon Waste PSI-1283306 Cemetery bin
Management collections May 2025 DD £59.78 £11.96 £71.74 | 20/06/2025
Grant for Pool Renovations (Power:
Friends of Hagbourne | Local Government (Misc. Prov.) Act | C Gover/
Pool 1976 S19 D Rickeard £3,000.00 £0.00 | £3,000.00 | 23/06/2025
Shield Maintenance INV8954 Dog Bin and General C Gover/
Ltd Waste Bin collections May 2025 D Rickeard £151.67 £30.33 £182.00 | 23/06/2025
C Gover/
Dark White Digital INV001874 June Web Hosting D Rickeard £30.00 £0.00 £30.00 | 23/06/2025
INV036-25 Community Room Hire C Gover/
EHSRC 15th May D Rickeard £25.00 £0.00 £25.00 | 23/06/2025
Parish Online INV 38UD026-0003 Online Mapping | C Gover/
(Geoxphere Ltd) subscription D Rickeard £96.00 £19.20 £115.20 | 23/06/2025
Home Start Southern C Gover/
Oxfordshire S137 Grant D Rickeard £100.00 £0.00 £100.00 | 23/06/2025
Peskey Solutions INV2026 Wasp Nest Removal - C Gover/
(Wasp Nest Removal) | Allotments D Rickeard £109.00 £0.00 £109.00 | 23/06/2025
C Gover/
Laura Lloyd June Salary and WFH Allowance D Rickeard £857.81 £0.00 £857.81 | 30/06/2025
Automatic
Unity Trust Bank Service Charge June Payment £6.90 £0.00 £6.90 | 30/06/2025
Hagbourne Parochial | Butts Piece Rental 2025/26 - July C Gover/
Charities installment D Rickeard £461.80 £0.00 £461.80 | 01/07/2025
INV-11217 Monthly Accounting Fee
Scribe Accounts July DD £35.00 £7.00 £42.00 | 01/07/2025
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Glanville Consultants | INV 50372 Pavilion Car Park
Ltd Consultancy - Phase 1 £1,950.00 £390.00 £2,340.00

INV 5737 ICCM Cemetery
OALC Management Training Course £145.00 £29.00 £174.00
Dark White Digital INV-001903 Web Hosting July £30.00 £0.00 £30.00
BGG Garden and INV 0369/25 Parish and Cemetery
Tree Care Ltd Cuts June £375.00 £75.00 £450.00
Shield Maintenance INV9060 Dog Bin and General
Ltd Waste Bin collections June 2025 £151.67 £30.33 £182.00

INV- Community Room Hire 19
EHSRC June 2025 £25.00 £0.00 £25.00
b) Receipts since last meeting:
From Item Amount Date
Haven Memorials Memorial Second Inscription F158 £26.00 | 30/06/2025
Unity Trust Instant Access Savings Q1 Interest 2025 £469.19 | 30/06/2025
Redwood Bank 35 Day Notice Savings | Interest June 2025 £205.40 | 30/06/2025
Nationwide Instant Access Savings Interest June 2025 £116.66 | 30/06/2025
NatWest 95 Day Liquidity Manager Interest June 2025 £252.12 | 30/06/2025

Total £1,069.37

¢) Accumulated Account Balances (reconciled online 16/07/2025)
Unity Trust Bank - T1 current account £9,499.01
Unity Trust Bank - Instant access account £89,112.31
Redwood Bank - 35 Day Notice Savings Account £85,000.00
Nationwide - Instant Access Business Savings Account £82,155.28
Natwest - Liquidity Manager 95 Day Notice Account £86,546.21
Total £352,312.81

d) The Special Project Balances (as of 16/07/2025) are:

Community Infrastructure Levy Fund

Received 28/04/23 so requires spending by 27/04/28
Received 27/10/23 so requires spending by 26/10/28
Received 26/04/24 so requires spending by 25/04/29
Received 24/10/24 so requires spending by 25/10/29
Received 25/04/25 so requires spending by 24/04/30

Total CIL money

Community Projects Reserve Fund

Planned Development Support Fund

Cemetery Fund

Climate and Biodiversity Reserve

Reactive Works and Emergency Response Reserve

Asset Maintenance Reserve

Election Reserve

Total

e) General Reserve (as of 16/07/2025)
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£43,620.62
£106,843.63
£4,165.09
£115,173.81
£8,330.18
£278,133.33
£4,712.91
£5,303.15
£12,923.04
£2,500.00
£4,000.00
£10,000.00
£1,000.00
_£31857243

£33,740.38
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b) Review and approval of pending payments: It was noted that the clerks salary has not been listed in the
pending payments; this was due to the inclusion of decision items on the agenda potentially affecting the
salary figures.

c¢) Bank reconciliations for April, May and June 2025: P. Dixon confirmed he has completed the Internal
Controls for Q1 with no issues raised and confirmed he has signed the bank reconciliations and bank
statements.

d) Q1 Budget Review: Councillors reviewed the Q1 budget which has been presented in a different format using
the Scribe software. No concerns were raised, although the new format could benefit from addition of gridlines

for easier interpretation. See Attachment 4.

10. Items for report and inclusion on the September agenda:

Footpaths

The meeting closed at 9.15pm.

Items for consideration for the September agenda must be received by the clerk no later than Wednesday 2™

September.

The next meeting will be held on 11" September 2025 at The Pavilion, Great Mead, East Hagbourne.

ATTACHMENT 1: ACTION LIST (FOR INFORMATION ONLY: ITEMS WILL NOT BE DISCUSSED AT THE
MEETING UNLESS FEATURED ON THE MAIN AGENDA)

Action No

What

Who

Status

2023-03-01

Deanfield Homes Car Park Land
Transfer

LL

19/06/2025 Transfer finally completed. The transfer
needs to be registered with Land Registry ahead of
restriction removal by submission of RX4 form.

2023-06-02

Parking and Traffic Management on
Main Road

NM

NM to prepare a proposal with initial steps to
investigate the practicalities and resident
perception of current issues.

2023-06-03

Footway repairs in the parish

ID/PD/RJ

May 2025 C. Stallwood emailed for update on the
areas that were added to the list for slurry sealing
Main Road footways

15/05/2025 OCC have requested repair works to
the footway surface by 12 Main Road — minor
footway repair carried out in front of 12 Main Road.
01/07/2025 This matter has now been referred to
Johnny Hope-Smith for assistance

2023-10-01

Disabled Parking spaces in the
village car park

LL/PD

24/04/2025 3 quotes received and reviewed by
council. Further consideration of the best use of
space in the disabled bays area is needed to
maximise accessibility — P. Dixon reviewing.

17/07/2025 Alternative proposal for 3 side-by-side
bays — P. Dixon to update the site drawing and L.
Lloyd to obtain new quotes.

2023-10-03

Weed management on Main Road

LL/ID

15/05/2025 Weed treatment now complete at
raised footway near Lower Cross. Dead vegetation
now present in road channel.

01/07/2025 This matter has now been referred to
Johnny Hope-Smith for assistance
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Footpath accessibility:
2023-12-02 FP10 MFL to West
Hagbourne

2023-12-03 FP12 Church Lane to
Fieldside

03/10/2024 FP30 — Initial review of possible
surface improvements undertaken by Chloe from
the Highways Engagement team

05/12/2024 FP12 — Farmer to review field drainage
before any continuation of the path to Church Lane
is considered.

05/12/2024 FP15 surface between Fieldside and

2023-12-04 FP13 Parsonage Lane LL/CS/PD/ | the bridge would be better finished in tarmac to
VARIOUS 2024-01-01 FP1 West Hagbourne to D withstand flooding. This is under consideration.
Didcot 09/01/2025 May need to improve the point where
2024-03-02 FP15 Grange Footpath FP12 joins the path at Parsonage Lane
2024-03-03 FP8 Bakers Lane to The 13/02/2025 Contractor quote being sought for FP8.
Croft Volunteer labour still available if required
2024-04-01 FP30 Village Hall 15/05/2025 New Parish Path Warden team in the
process of signing up as independent volunteers to
help with path monitoring.
2023-12-09 | Community Speedwatch RJ New coc_>rd|nator and team members needed to
move this forward.
2024-02-01 | Pavilion Lease Renewal DR/LL 15/05/2025 Councillors reviewing questions to ask
legal advisor
26/02/2025 Leigh Travers and Carl Stallwood
completed a walkabout to assess the rest of the
watercourses in the parish with input from the flood
2024-02-04 | Flood Management in the Parish CS/DR/PD | group
29/04/2025 Leigh Travers visited the parish to meet
with P. Dixon (cemetery) and Jane Bell (Flood
Group)
An OCC matter as no agreement was made with
the developer during the planning process and the
S278 agreement was only to maintain and repair
Main Road in the immediate vicinity of the site.
- Mai 15/05/2025 Clarification on when works will be
From APM 2024: Main Road to
2024-03-06 Coscote road surface OCcC completed is urgently needed — surrounding
villages have benefitted from resurfacing in recent
weeks but to our knowledge nothing has been
scheduled for East Hagbourne
01/07/2025 This matter has now been referred to
Johnny Hope-Smith for assistance
2024-04-01 CIL Projects Short ALL 24/04/2025 Allocation of councillors to progress
list with project proposals
2024-10-01 | Blewbury Road Drainage CS/LL Initial communications being followed up
2024-12-01 Zebra Crossing VISlblllty LL OocCcC Streetllghtlng team |nV€St|gat|ng V|S|b|||ty
concerns
2025-03-01 | Rymans Crescent Wildflower Area LL Assist with comms between SOHA and BGG as

needed
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ATTACHMENT 2:

Title District Councillors’ Report

Councillors Clir Anne-Marie Simpson & CliIr Crispin Topping
Parish East Hagbourne Parish Council

Date 16 July 2025

Booking link for planning surgeries for town and parish councils

Local authority owned housing in South Oxfordshire gets £10 million boost
Ten million pounds has been made available to purchase new housing for South Oxfordshire, following a decision
by councillors.

The money had been earmarked for a proposed new building at the Gateway site in Didcot, opposite the railway
station, which would have played a major part in the regeneration of the town centre, included office space for
staff from both South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district councils, alongside space available for
commercial tenants.

However, following a government announcement that local councils will be restructured, district councils are
expected to be replaced in a few years by unitary councils covering a larger area. This means that the business
case for the building is no longer appropriate and so the Cabinet at South Oxfordshire District Council has agreed,
subject to final approval by Council on 17 July, to cease all work on the new building and repurpose some of the
funds so they can be used to purchase housing for the area instead.

The Planning Committee resolved to grant permission for the office subject to a legal agreement last week. Once
this agreement is signed and the planning decision issued, the council has committed to install a 500kVA power
supply. This will future proof the site and mean any future unitary council would be able to look again at the
possibility of developing the site, although that would be a decision for Members elected to the new council. The
planning application was submitted in August 2023, 16 months before the government’'s announcement, and it
made financial sense to complete this phase before stopping the project.

Clir David Rouane, Leader of South Oxfordshire District Council, said: “This site is the first thing you see when you
arrive at Didcot Station and, as such, it needs to say something about the town. Some people see the town as a
dormitory for people who work somewhere else, characterised by housing estates and car parks. We see it as
something different, a vibrant town where people can live, work and play. That is why we wanted this site to be a
beautiful modern building containing work and community space and surrounded by inviting public spaces.

“Local Government Reorganisation has put a stop to that, but it made good sense to complete the planning
process to provide any future unitary council with the flexibility to build what is best for them once the council
reorganisation process has completed.”

He added: “Providing genuinely affordable housing is a huge priority for us. Committing funds to increasing the
council-owned housing in our district will make a big difference to those who need it most.”

The district council became a social landlord again in 2023, two decades after originally selling its housing stock.
The new houses will contribute to the council’s housing strategy, will support those most in need for housing in the
area, and will support the future unitary council in continuing to address the need for temporary accommodation
and social housing in the area.

This funding will be targeted at the anticipated purchase of approximately 30 units of suitable housing for use as
temporary accommodation or general needs housing based on an analysis of the demand of both temporary
accommodation and the council’s current housing register.

The location of the housing will be based on the professional advice of housing and property officers to ensure it is

suitable to meet the wider needs of individuals in social housing, factoring in key considerations such as transport
connectivity and access to local services.
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Joint Local Plan examination hearings update

The first stage of our Joint Local Plan 2041 examination hearings took place in Milton Park at the beginning of the
month. Over three days of public hearings, the inspectors looked at topics such as legal requirements, duty to
cooperate, housing requirement, and employment land requirement.

You can review all the sessions via our YouTube channel, including watching Head of Policy and Programmes
Tim Oruye’s opening statement on behalf of the councils.

For an overview of the topics discussed, as well as next steps, please read this summary document.

Local Government Reorganisation

Two councils Proposal

Our public engagement exercise on Local Government Reorganisation launched on Wednesday 4 June and will
run for six weeks until 16 July. You can find out more and take part in the online survey here.

This will inform our proposal for a new model for local government in our area that we are seeking to submit to the
government in the autumn.

We are working closely with our counterparts in West Berkshire Council, Cherwell and West Oxfordshire District
Councils on both the proposal and the engagement, providing a unified and robust solution to the government’s
plans to end Oxfordshire’s two-tier council structure in a way that best serves our communities.

Our proposal seeks to create two brand new unitary councils that cover the following areas:

e Oxford City, Cherwell and West Oxfordshire Council (created from the existing district councils of
Cherwell, Oxford City and West Oxfordshire)

¢ Ridgeway Council (created from the existing district councils of South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse
and the unitary council of West Berkshire).

Our public engagement exercise on Local Government Reorganisation is progressing well with our last public
event having taken place on 4 July. Further information about our two unitary councils' proposal is available at
https://twocouncils.org. Our survey runs until 16 July (see above for link).

Three Councils proposal
Oxford City Council launched its public engagement this week for its alternative proposal, which is to create a
Greater Oxford Council. The city’s online survey can be found on Oxford City Council’s engagement portal.

The city council is going to be holding public drop-in events in our area:

e The Merry Bells in Wheatley between 10am and 1pm on 11 July
e The Berin Centre in Berinsfield between 10am and 1pm on 16 July
e Berro Lounge in Didcot between 4pm and 7pm on 29 July

One Council proposal

Oxfordshire County Council has also launched a public engagement survey for its proposal for a single unitary
council that covers the whole of Oxfordshire. You can read more about it and take part on the county’s Let’s Talk
website.

Changes to government neighbourhood planning support

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) has recently announced that it will no
longer fund national neighbourhood planning support services beyond 2025. This includes both the grant funding
and technical advice that community groups previously accessed through Locality.

Despite this change, the Government has reaffirmed its view that neighbourhood plans remain an important part
of the planning system, and that communities can continue to prepare them where they see value in doing so.
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We recognise this change may raise questions, and we want to reassure communities in South Oxfordshire and
Vale of White Horse about what it means in practice and how we will continue to support them through the
neighbourhood planning process.

We have also provided general information on the councils’ websites: South / Vale and please do reach out to if
you have any questions regarding these changes

Environment fund helps nature recovery work in Thame

Last week saw the official opening of the Rycote Meadow footpath in Thame.

It is part of the nature recovery work at the meadow and nature reserve, which has been part funded by South’s
environment fund managed by environmental charity, the Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment. More information
on the fund available here

South and Vale in top ten district councils in UK for action on climate and nature
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district councils are in the top ten performing district councils in the
country for taking action on climate and nature recovery, according to research by an environmental organisation.

Both councils, which have just published their new joint nature and climate action plan, were rated in the top ten of
the Climate Emergency UK’s (CEUK) 2025 climate action scorecard, a league table of the country’s councils
published earlier this month.

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse scored highly for ‘planning and land use’. In this section CEUK’s
research focussed on how councils are using their planning powers, primarily through their local plans, (the
emerging Joint Local Plan is currently at examination stage), to ensure low emission new buildings, homes and
developments are built to minimise their impact on the environment.

The councils also did well in the scoring for the ‘biodiversity’ section which examines actions by local authorities to
protect and increase biodiversity in the area through their management of its green spaces and biodiversity net
gain requirements for developers. Biodiversity Net Gain requires developers to include wildlife enhancements as
part of their plans.

Councillor Sam James-Lawrie, South Oxfordshire District Council cabinet member for environment. said: “This is
very positive news for the council, its staff and its residents. The councils have developed forward-looking
planning policies on climate change in the emerging joint local plan to help minimise the climate impact of the built
environment in our districts. This includes a policy that will require truly net zero carbon buildings to be delivered
in the districts.”

Councillor Hayleigh Gascoigne, Vale of White Horse District Council cabinet member for climate action and nature
recovery, said: “We welcome this news which highlights the work being done by staff, particularly on the
management of our green spaces. For the past three years the grounds maintenance team has been encouraging
biodiversity on council land and now has dozens of meadow areas in the districts which are left unmown. This is in
addition to wildflower meadow area sites which are actively sown with wildflower seeds to encourage pollinators
such as bees.”

Both councils are committed to becoming carbon neutral by 2030, significantly ahead of the national 2050 target.

Performing Arts grant scheme opening soon

A new round of the £60,000 Performing Arts grant scheme will open for applications on 28 July. The scheme
supports voluntary and community performing arts organisations in South Oxfordshire, who will be able to apply
for up to £5,000 in funding for projects that improve community wellbeing across the district.

We are holding a funding advice event at Cornerstone Arts Centre from 4pm — 6pm on Wednesday 9 July.
There are limited spaces available, and places must be booked in advance — please register here.

More information can be found on our website southoxon.gov.uk/grants - please help us spread the word!
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Bring the family together at Cornerstone
This coming autumn season, Cornerstone Arts Centre invites families to enjoy a wonderful line-up of
heartwarming shows, with tickets on sale from Friday 4 July.

Family shows start with Spot’s Birthday Party. An interactive adventure based on the beloved Eric Hill classic,
where little ones can meet Spot himself!

Fans of picture books won’t want to miss Nick Sharratt’s Picture Book Drawalong, a lively, hands-on session led
by the much-loved illustrator.

And for a touch of festive magic, Let’'s All Dance’s The Nutcracker brings the classic ballet to life in a beautiful
production made especially for young audiences.

There’s even more to come! Keep an eye out for cosy half-term activities and the return of a sparkling
seasonal favourite... this year’'s panto promises plenty of magic and mayhem.

Explore the full line-up on the Cornerstone website.

Culture and Heritage Network Event brings local groups together
A brand new event has been launched to help local arts, culture and heritage to thrive, linking the groups and
organisations who need support with those that have the ability to provide it.

The inaugural Heritage Network event successfully took place on 25 June at the Abbey Buildings in Abingdon.
Around 30 representatives from local museums, cultural organisations, and heritage sites across South
Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse attended. The ambition is for this to become a regular event.

This event organised by South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district councils brings together people and
organisations involved in local heritage and culture. The event offered a chance to hear from key organisations
like The National Lottery Heritage Fund, Oxfordshire County Council, Museums Development Trust and Arts
Council England about funding and future plans across the districts.

To further support culture and heritage, the pathway to a new Culture, Heritage and Creative Industries (CHCI)
Strategy has recently been approved by both South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils and is
set to be launched in Summer 2026. This strategy will serve as a long-term plan to strengthen and grow arts,
culture and heritage across both districts.

an opportunity for the sector and council representatives to make new connections helping the heritage
community find access to the support they need in both districts. Attendees at the first event have already found
out about funding that’s available to them that they wouldn’t have previously known about.

Demolition work starts for Broadway project

Demolition of an old building in preparation for a new housing scheme in Didcot has begun.

The old building between 116 and 120 Broadway is being demolished and replaced by nine new one and two-
bedroom apartments and a new ground floor space that will be subject to a council decision to award the main
contract later this year.

The properties will provide much-needed affordable homes that the council will own and manage and
offer at affordable rent, as part of the council’s commitment to providing homes and infrastructure that meet local

needs.

At the heart of Didcot’'s community, the new building will revitalise the area while being built to high environmental
standards, including sustainable construction and zero-carbon houses fit for the future.

Given its proximity to the town centre, the apartments will be car-free with spaces for bicycles to encourage active
travel which is good for both physical and mental wellbeing.
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Planning permission was granted for the Broadway scheme on Monday 12 May 2025.
The demolition work started on Monday 23 June 2025 with the programme taking around eight weeks to
complete.

Contractors will look to keep noise, dust, and disruption to a minimum during the demolition.

ATTACHMENT 3:
TITLE COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
AUTHOR CLLR JOHNNY HOPE-SMITH
PARISHES CHOLSEY EAST HAGBOURNE, LITTLE WITTENHAM, LONG WITTENHAM,
MOULSFORD, NORTH MORETON, SOUTH MORETON, WEST HAGBOURNE
DATE JULY/AUG 2025
CONTACT JOHNNY.HOPE-SMITH@OXFORDSHIRE.GOV.UK

Dear Parish Councillors and Residents,

Here are some updates and news | have gathered for you. Please provide any feedback, if its too much or not
enough and of course any more information on a specific topic | can help with

Best wishes,

Johnny

1. FROM LAST MONTH - Local Government Reorganization

The County Council has submitted a bid for a single Oxfordshire-wide unitary authority which contrasts with the
view of SODC which is working on a proposal for a ‘Ridgway Council’ comprising South Oxon, Vale of Whitehorse
and West Berkshire. Both those proposals are in line with government’s white paper on viable options so it will be
up to the Secretary of State (Jim McMahon) to choose.

There are pros and cons to each of those, and | support the inclusion of both bids.

There is a 3™ option with a unitary city on expanded boundaries as well as northern and southern unitaries, also
including West Berkshire.

For this month Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) is initiating resident engagement on Local Government
Reorganisation (LGR) starting June 2025. This is to raise awareness based on the Government’s White Paper.
Residents will be directed to OCC FAQs and dedicated website for more information.

Further detailed discussions will take place between the councils so that final proposals can be submitted by 28
November 2025. The government will then decide what form of unitarisation will take place in Oxfordshire.
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/local-government-reorganisation-and-devolution

This OCC survey is open for comments until 11.59pm on Sunday 27 July 2025

2. Residents without driveways given opportunity to charge electric vehicles at home

Oxfordshire residents without off-street parking can now apply for a scheme that allows them to charge an electric
vehicle (EV) outside their own home. The pilot project, delivered by Oxfordshire County Council, will initially
benefit 500 residents and is supported by a £700,000 government grant. The scheme aims to accelerate the
transition to cleaner, greener electric vehicles by providing affordable and practical EV charging cable channels.
These channels allow the cable from a home charger to safely cross the pavement and connect to a kerbside EV
without causing a trip hazard.
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/environment-and-planning/energy-and-climate-change/electric-
vehicles/ev-cable-channel

3. Free family day at Oxfordshire’s hidden gem

Families from across Oxfordshire can celebrate the start of the summer holidays with fun activities and a taste of
local heritage at the Oxfordshire Museum’s Family Day on 24 July. The free event will take place at the
archaeological site of the Bishop’s Palace in Witney from 10am to 4pm. Activities include arts and crafts, and
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object handling sessions with the council’s Finds Liaison Officer. The event is a great opportunity to explore

Oxfordshire’s rich history in a relaxed and family-friendly setting. More details below

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/museums-and-history/oxfordshire-museum

4. Oxfordshire secures over £10 million to help bus passengers

Oxfordshire County Council and local bus operators have secured over £10 million in government funding to

improve bus services for 2025-26. The funding will support bus priority measures, infrastructure upgrades, and

initiatives to make public transport more accessible and reliable. Improvements include smart traffic signals,

dedicated bus lanes, real-time passenger information displays, and vehicle improvement grants. The funding will

also support the continuation of key bus routes and the introduction of new services.

https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshire-secures-over-10-million-to-help-bus-passengers/

5. Rural connectivity enhanced for nearly 200 public sites in Oxfordshire

The GigaHubs project has been completed, enhancing digital connectivity at 192 public service and local authority

sites across Oxfordshire. The project, jointly funded by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport and the

council, has introduced gigabit-capable broadband at schools, GP practices, fire stations, libraries, leisure centres,

community centres, and museums. This initiative supports the council’s goals of reducing carbon emissions,

promoting digital inclusion, and fostering community engagement.

https://digitalinfrastructureoxfordshire.co.uk/

6. 100 up! Solar panels scheme reaches landmark figure

A trial scheme to make it more affordable for Oxfordshire residents to install solar panels and battery storage has

reached its 100th installation. The Energy Saver App project, backed by government funding, allows householders

to pay £40 a month for the equipment instead of paying thousands upfront. The scheme has generated significant

clean electricity and savings for participants. Residents can still register their interest in the scheme through the

Energy Saver App.

https://energysaverapp.com/

7. Make your voice heard on shaping recycling centres

Oxfordshire residents are invited to share their views on the county’s household waste recycling centres (HWRCs)

through a survey hosted on Let’s Talk Oxfordshire until 11 August. The council is consulting on potential changes

to waste acceptance policies and the van and trailer permit scheme. Feedback will help shape the future strategy

for dealing with household waste. Residents can request a paper copy of the survey by emailing

waste.management@oxfordshire.gov.uk or calling the council’s customer services team.

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/hwrc-consultation

8. Road marking work in progress after first phase of major highway maintenance programme
completed

The first phase of Oxfordshire County Council’s £7.4 million surface dressing programme has been completed on

schedule. The next stage involves repainting road lines and installing reflective road studs. The second phase will

take place from 30 August to 8 September. The programme aims to extend the service life of roads by sealing the

surface to keep out water, a major cause of deterioration and potholes. More details of plans are on the link below

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/roadworks/planned-road-maintenance

9. FROM LAST MONTH - REMINDER - Oxford Congestion Charge Consultation

OCC approved a 6-week public consultation on a proposed £5 congestion charge for several roads in Oxford. The

consultation has begun on Monday, June 23.

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/connecting-oxfordshire/temporary-congestion-charge

This is in advance of the traffic filters which has been delayed due to the Botley road reopening delay to 2026

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/connecting-oxfordshire/oxford-traffic-filters/how-they-will-work
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ATTACHMENT 4: Q1 BUDGET MONITORING REPORT

Actual Annual Budgeted Actual Receipts Budgeted Actual Payments
2024/25 Budget
2025/26
receipts receipts Variance payments payments Variance
Income
1 Precept 32838 35357 17679 17679 (0%) (N/A)
2 Lease Income 1465 1465 (N/A) (N/A)
3 Wayleaves 54 55 55 -55  (N/A) (N/A)
4 Allotment Income 801 805 805 791 14 (-1%) (N/A)
5 Cemetery Contribution 820 (N/A) (N/A)
6 Interest 6731 7000 1750 2193 443  (25%) (N/A)
7 Pavilion Insurance Recovery 500 500 500 500 (0%) (N/A)
8 ggrgeigt Grass Cutting 838 838 838 838 (N/A) (N/A)
9  Standing Order PCC Gen 4 4 (N/A) (N/A)
47  Grants Received 7650 (N/A) (N/A)
50 Other 335 (N/A) (N/A)
Sub Total for Income 51216 46844 21627 21163 464  (-2%) (N/A)
Administration
10  Staff Costs 9160 12450 (N/A) 3113 2300 813  (26%)
11 Payroll Management 400 (N/A) 265 -265  (N/A)
12 Bank Fees 80 110 (N/A) 27 28 0 (-0%)
13 Accounting Software 70 420 (N/A) 105 105 (0%)
15  Subscriptions 490 520 (N/A) 520 664 -144  (-27%)
16 Website Costs 440 590 (N/A) 147 90 57  (38%)
17  Training Courses 454 750 (N/A) 188 188  (N/A)
18  Meeting Room Hire 334 420 (N/A) 105 50 55  (52%)
19  Insurance 1356 1356 (N/A) 1356 1643 -287  (-21%)
20  Audit Costs - External 630 420 (N/A) (N/A)
21 Audit Costs - Internal 280 295 (N/A) 150 150 (0%)
22 Legal Expenses 1000 (N/A) 250 250  (N/A)
23  PC Election Costs (N/A) (N/A)
37  Loan Capital 4735 4776 (N/A) 2378 2377 1 (0%)
38  Loan Interest 188 147 (N/A) 84 84 0 (0%)
39  Grants Awarded 700 1000 (N/A) 250 3200 -2950  (-1179%)
49  Other (N/A) (N/A)
Sub Total for Administration 18917 24654 (N/A) 8673 10955 2157 (-26%)
Office Costs
14 ?:23:' Expenses including Clerk 495 250 (N/A) 63 78 A5 (-24%)
75  WFH Allowance 312 (N/A) 78 78 (0%)
74 Office Equipment 500 (N/A) (N/A)
Sub Total for Office Costs 495 1062 (N/A) 141 156 15 (-10%)
Allotments
34  Allotment Costs 105 200 (N/A) 50 97 -47  (-94%)
35  Allotment Maintenance 450 500 (N/A) 125 1359 -1234  (-987%)
36  Japanese Knotweed Treatment 600 600 (N/A) 600 600 0
77  Allotment Hedge Cutting 450 (N/A) (N/A)
Sub Total for Allotments 1155 1750 (N/A) 775 2056 1731 (-165%)
Ground Maintenance
24  Car Park Maintenance/Repairs 1000 (N/A) 250 250 (N/A)
25  Car Park Electricity 45 70 (N/A) (N/A)
26  Play Equipment Inspection 90 100 (N/A) (N/A)
27  Defibrillator Costs 254 500 (N/A) 125 125  (N/A)
28  Pavilion Expenses 650 (N/A) 162 162  (N/A)
29 ggﬁfrfc‘t‘)“‘"g and Hedges 1710 3800 (N/A) 950 300 650  (68%)
30 (Tptfjijc”)d Hedge Trimming 550 1700 (N/A) 425 425 (N/A)
31 Dog Bin Empting 1239 1352 (N/A) 338 364 26 (-7%)
32  Dog Bin Costs 35 (N/A) 9 9 (N/A)
33  Butts Piece Lease 895 960 (N/A) (N/A)
40  Other 7002 (N/A) 125 -125  (N/A)
48  Parks and Open Spaces 491 (N/A) (N/A)
72 2130 (N/A) 533 496 37 (6%)
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Recreation Ground/Play

Equipment
73  General Waste Bin Emptying 156 (N/A) 39 39 (0%)
Sub Total for Ground Maintenance 12276 12453 (N/A) 2831 1324 1507  (53%)
TOTALS......covvrerinnnne 18373 6925 21627 21163 464 (-2%) 12419 14491 -2072 (-16%)
NET VARIANCE Q1 -2536
NOTES:

The Cemetery contribution is allocated to the staff budget directly from the cemetery fund on Scribe so not recorded as received
income — in line with this, the staff costs figure doesn't include the Cemetery contribution of £195.90 for Q1.

Income - OCC payment not received yet - chased
Subscriptions - Includes Parish Online mapping and ICO Registration

Donations - £3000 FHP Grant agreed to be spent from General Reserve
Allotment Maintenance - £1000 expenditure covered by SOHA Grant
Ground Maintenance Other - Main Road raised path weed clearance
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