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EAST HAGBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DULY CONVENED AND HELD ON 

THURSDAY 9TH OCTOBER 2025 

 
1.  ATTENDANCE, APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST:   

Present were Chairman I. Duff, Vice Chairman P. Dixon, Cllrs C. Gover, R. Jaboor, D. Rickeard and  
C. Shaikh, District Councillor C. Topping and J. Hope-Smith   
Apologies were received from Cllr N. Milner and District Cllr A-M. Simpson 
In attendance were L. Lloyd (Clerk) and 5 members of public. 
I. Duff indicated there is 1 vacancy for a parish councillor.   

 
2.  PUBLIC FORUM AND QUESTIONS:  

Five members of public attended the meeting to discuss agenda item 7.m) concerning the fencing erected on 
unregistered land along Footpath 2 at Butts Piece. MOP1 has lived in the village for 64 years and there has never 
been any form of boundary on the verge, so residents are understandably concerned. The MOPs commented  
on several encounters with people unknown to them and expressed particular concern over possible damage to  
the Thames Water supply to Lake Road. They have contacted Thames Water about this. They also noted that 
the recently installed gate cannot be used without damage to the kerb.   
I. Duff thanked the MOPs for reporting and providing information and for their help with securing the Parish Council 
notices  on the fence. He confirmed that South Oxfordshire District Council own the triangular field, which is not 
rented at the moment. MOP4 questioned the possibility of the field being used for a community space – I. Duff 
confirmed that SODC do have a plan to utilise it for a public space, potentially a sensory garden, but the Parish 
Council have only just received an initial proposal and have replied to SODC with concerns over location, 
accessibility and future management. The Parish Council will inform local residents of any developments with 
these plans. Oxfordshire County Council are responsible for the 30’ designated width of footpath 2 and the fence is 
a clear infringement of the right of way. C. Topping noted that it is potentially possible that there is some historical 
documentation confirming a landowner for the grass verge, but no evidence of this has been located yet. J. Hope-
Smith confirmed that OCC’s Countryside Access team will contact the number given on the landowner notice 
(posted on site on 8th October) in the first instance and, if necessary, will involve the legal team to enforce the 
removal of the fence as a landowner is not permitted to obstruct a right of way. He did note that OCC have asked 
for patience with this matter as, although the issue is being dealt with by the correct authorities, the process may 
take some time.  

 
3.  CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 11TH SEPTEMBER 2025: 

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 11th September 2025 were approved by Council and signed by  

I. Duff.  

 

4.  REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS: I. Duff confirmed receipt of the 
County Councillor and District Councillor Reports – please see attachments 4 and 5 for the full reports.  
J. Hope-Smith confirmed that the County Councillor Fund of £10,000 is open for applications until November 2026. 
R. Jaboor noted that in relation to the Temporary Congestion Charge scheme, residents can apply for 25 passes 
per year and there are additional allowances for regular hospital visitors and other exceptions. OCC has committed 
£500,000 to develop a “digital twin” of the county’s mobile phone network to improve connectivity. 
I. Duff mentioned OCC’s Highways Depot Open Day which he attended on September 27th and confirmed that it 
was very informative with practical demonstrations and officers present from the Highway Engagement team.   

C. Topping confirmed that the Joint Local Plan has been requested to withdraw due to lack of duty to cooperate 
with Oxford City Council regarding housing provision ahead of submission. It is likely that the existing plan will 
continue until the switch to unitary councils, however this puts the district in a more vulnerable position for fighting 
potential development.  

C. Topping also noted at SODC’s planning committee meeting on 8th October, the new vehicle depot at Great 
Haseley was approved. New housing at Shiplake was refused thanks to their robust Neighbourhood Plan. The 
Food & Warmth grant scheme is available to eligible residents, and assistance with publicising this within the 
parish was requested. C. Topping also highlighted Wallingford Accessible Boat Club, past recipients of SODC 
Councillor grants to fund an accessible wharf and boat, noting it would be good to share details to help reach 
potential wheelchair users who might like to use it. 

 

 

5.  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION: 
a) To Review of the new governance documents for the Recreation Ground and Pavilion: I. Duff confirmed 

that a draft of the proposed Memorandum of Understanding had been circulated to councillors for review 
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ahead of the meeting. Councillors and the EHSRC Committee have been invited to comment on this draft 
which will be refined ahead of approval at the November meeting.  

b) Possible addition of a Memorial Bench in East & West Hagbourne Cemetery: C. Gover noted the lack of 
benches, particularly in the older PCC owned cemetery, and proposed that additional seating could be pur-
chased with the CIL money. A memorial bench for plaques may be a welcome addition. L. Lloyd to ask the 
Cemetery Committee for views.  

 

6. ITEMS FOR DECISION: 

a) To agree to the accept the conditions within SODC’s S106 fund release letters for the Bus Shelter and 
Recreation Ground Gates Public Art Projects: Councillors reviewed and approved the terms of the Section 
106 funding release letters from South Oxfordshire District Council relating to the Bus Shelter and Recreation 
Ground Gates. It was agreed that L. Lloyd as Parish Clerk and RFO will sign the acceptance of terms on the 
Parish Council’s behalf.  

b) To consider awarding grants to the following organisations: 
i) Royal British Legion: Councillors resolved to award a grant of £100.00 in accordance with the council’s 

powers under Section 137 (S137) of the Local Government Act 1972. This includes the cost of the wreath. 
ii) The Abingdon Bridge: Councillors resolved to award a grant of £100.00 in accordance with the council’s 

powers under Section 137 (S137) or the Local Government Act 1972. 
iii) Clean Slate: Councillors resolved to award a grant of £100.00 in accordance with the council’s powers 

under Section 137 (S137) or the Local Government Act 1972. 
c) To agree distribution of Parking Surveys to residents regarding parking issues on Main Road and in 

the central village area: Councillors discussed the draft circulated by N. Milner ahead of the meeting. A num-
ber of queries relating to the questions in the draft and the anticipated outcome were raised, including the dis-
tribution area and whether the survey should focus solely on parking or include traffic issues as well. R. Ja-
boor noted that the initial intention was that this survey would focus on parking, which has a direct impact on 
the traffic flow. But it was suggested that parking by itself is not a big concern in the village. It was agreed that 
the decision to proceed could not be made at the meeting. An offline discussion was suggested to fully clarify 
the objectives of the survey and revise the draft. 

d) Pavilion Car Park Remediation: 
i) To review the comments received from Mike Griffin of Glanville Consultants following the topo-

graphical survey: D. Rickeard summarised the comments, which confirmed the expectation that the pre-
ferred Option 2 - Asphalt Overlay should be sufficiently load bearing for larger vehicles. This involves re-
taining the existing grasscrete as a base and adding a 100mm regulating hardcore layer for the asphalt 
surfacing. There would be a new linear drain added to feed into the existing drainage system. Test pits 
would be dug to ascertain that the existing grasscrete is definitely a suitable base to support the new sur-
facing.  

ii) To agree the preferred option for resurfacing: With the reassurances provided via the Topography sur-
vey and the recommended test pits to be dug during Phase 2, councillors agreed to proceed with Option 2 
– Asphalt Overlay. 

iii) To instruct Mike Griffin to proceed on the chosen option: Councillors resolved to instruct Mike Griffin 
of Glanville Consultants to proceed with Option 2 – Asphalt Overlay. 

iv) To agree funding of £3000 to cover Phase 2 "Preparation for Tender" as outlined in the Glanville 
fee proposal of 4 April 2025: Councillors resolved to proceed to Phase 2 “Preparation for Tender” and 
agreed to fund this using the Asset Maintenance Reserve. 

 
7.  ITEMS FOR REPORT:  

a) Planning Applications:  
P25/1321/HH 1 The Crescent 2nd amendment – recently received, councillors to review although the Parish 
Council have already commented on potential unneighbourliness and overshadowing and further comments 
may not be required.   
P25/S2944/HH Parsonage Farm House, Main Road – Fencing to front boundary, reinstate previous tennis 
court, replacement gates to main entrance. I. Duff confirmed he needs to speak to the owner ahead of circu-
lating a proposed response although it is unlikely the Parish Council would object.  

b) Recreation Ground and Pavilion: D. Rickeard reported that the internal lighting, acoustics and car park light-
ing have all been completed. The community room carpet has also been cleaned. Refreshing the paintwork 
was considered too lengthy a job to fit in around bookings.  

c) Cemetery Committee: P. Dixon has been discussing the drainage proposal with the design engineer. It in-
cludes a large soakaway within the cemetery site and a potential phase 2 to then discharge into the ditch on 
Main Road if that is not sufficient. The hope is that following some final edits, the design can be put out to ten-
der and OCC will be contacted about permission for the ditch drainage at the same time. 

d) Employment Committee: Tetbury Accounting has now resolved the Nest pension issue and payments will be 
made monthly moving forward.  
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e) CIL Project Progress: I. Duff noted that a large amount of the CIL money could be spent on recreational fa-
cilities including playground equipment upgrades or additions, and a possible shelter for older children. R. Ja-
boor noted that public engagement for this will be essential. The car park signage is now in place.   

f) Butts Piece Allotments: P. Dixon confirmed the following: The allotment committee agreed to move the allot-
ment renewal date to 1st October from 2026 and have informed all plot holders of this change. Hedge cutting 
is scheduled for 16th October. Despite the dry weather, water usage has been considerably lower than the 
previous very dry summer in 2022.   

g) Flood Management: C. Shaikh confirmed she will chase L. Travers for an update in relation to the parish 
Flood Management Plan. 

h) Community Speedwatch: I .Duff confirmed that he will speak with Roger Bartlett and contact the potential 
new speedwatch recruit. R. Jaboor confirmed that there is a small list of people who are still interested in help-
ing. Blewbury Road speeds appear to be significantly higher than the 20mph limit and chicanes have been 
mentioned as a possible solution on entering the village. 5 speed surveys have now been requested from 
OCC. 

i) St Andrews Crescent: I. Duff confirmed that he has not been successful recently with attempted communica-
tions with A. Aldridge from Deanfield Homes, which means there is no update on progress at the moment.  

j) Public Art Project: See item 6.a)  It was noted that the steering group should meet soon to discuss progress 
etc following confirmation of the funding for gates and bus shelter. Two quotes have been received for the bus 
shelter renovation, and will be circulated to council for review. 

k) Footpath Management: L. Lloyd noted the recent receipt of a Parish Path Warden report from Stuart Grant, 
including a list of current reports and a request for help communicating the issues with FP20. It was agreed 
that the report would be circulated to councillors and the action list can also be updated.   

l) Matters raised at the Chairman’s Surgery and OALC Councillor’s Forum: I. Duff noted that there were 
only 5 attendees at the recent councillors forum, despite the changes in timings to accommodate those who 
said they couldn’t attend at 6.30 due to childcare. However, those people are not attending the earlier slots 
anyway, so perhaps a consistent time would be better to go back to.  Councillors in attendance tend to come 
because they have issues, often with obtaining contact details or other administrative issues, which I. Duff 
noted are not an issue for this council. 

m) Fencing on unregistered land along Footpath 2 at Butts Piece: See Public Forum item 2. 

 
8.  CORRESPONDENCE:  

Oxfordshire Mind funding request – to be considered at November meeting. 

Motorbikes using new FP12. New path looks like it might need tamping down as top layer is quite loose compared to 
Fieldside, L. Lloyd to contact SCS Oxon Ltd while they are still on site to request.   

2 instances of fly tipping both reported to SODC by Parish Path Wardens. 

Shoe Lane tarmac footpath was reported as very uneven underfoot – FixMyStreet report updated to reflect this. 

Slow drainage reported outside 6 Blewbury Road and opposite Tudor House on Main Road, both reported on 
FixMyStreet. Drain clearance was reported outside 6 Blewbury Road earlier this week. 

Great Mead Playground - concerns reported over age-appropriate usage. This is a difficult subject as the Parish 
Council wishes to ensure the playground is enjoyed by all users, while noting the signage states the equipment should 
only be used by children aged 12 years or under. 

 

9. FINANCE:  

a) Expenditure and receipts since the last meeting and account balances: 

a) Payments since last 
meeting: 

NB: Payments pending are shown in yellow and are not  
included in the account balance shown in c)    

       

Payee Item Authorisation Amount VAT Total Date 

Moore INV332824 External Audit 2024/25 CG/DR £420.00 £84.00 £504.00 15/09/2025 

Castle Water Limited 
INV10007467610 Allotment Water August 
2025 invoice date 02/09 DD £86.01 £17.20 £103.21 16/09/2025 

Shield Maintenance Ltd 
INV9278 Dog Bin and General Waste Bin 
collections August 2025 CG/RJ £151.67 £30.33 £182.00 17/09/2025 

Dark White Digital  INV001957 Web Hosting September CG/RJ £30.00 £0.00 £30.00 17/09/2025 

BGG Garden and Tree Care Ltd INV 0672/25 Sorbus tree works 15/08 CG/RJ £550.00 £110.00 £660.00 17/09/2025 

Hagbourne Village Hall INV1792 Q3 Meeting Room Hire CG/RJ £27.00 £0.00 £27.00 17/09/2025 

Hagbourne Village Hall INV1803 Q4 Meeting Room Hire CG/RJ £12.00 £0.00 £12.00 17/09/2025 

WS Property Maintenance Cemetery Sign Refurbishment CG/RJ £180.00 £0.00 £180.00 17/09/2025 
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IAE 
Q-246873-4 Prosafe Galvanised Gates RH 
x2 CG/RJ £1,509.34 £301.87 £1,811.21 17/09/2025 

Grundon Waste Management 
Ltd 

PSI-1344674 Cemetery Bin Collections 
August 2025 DD £57.87 £11.57 £69.44 19/09/2025 

Edge IT Systems  
INV38791 Epitaph Database and 
Heritedge Software - Annual fees  CS/DR £345.00 £69.00 £414.00 29/09/2025 

Laura Lloyd September Salary + WFH Allowance  CS/DR £994.04 £0.00 £994.04 30/09/2025 

Unity Trust Bank  Service Charge Auto Charge £7.95 £0.00 £7.95 30/09/2025 

Unity Trust Bank  Cheque handling charge Auto Charge £0.60 £0.00 £0.60 30/09/2025 

Scribe Accounts 
INV12802 Accounting Software  
Subscription October DD £35.00 £7.00 £42.00 01/10/2025 

The CDS Group  
INV75877 Cemetery Drainage - Detailed 
Design Drawing   £2,400.00 £480.00 £2,880.00   

Noel Carter  
East Hagbourne PC Bench Sept 2025 - 
Cemetery Bench installation   £269.98 £0.00 £269.98   

EHSRC 
INV067-25 Community Room Hire 
11/09/25   £25.00 £0.00 £25.00   

Shield Maintenance Ltd 
INV9418 Dog Bin and General Waste Bin 
collections September 2025   £151.67 £30.33 £182.00   

Dark White Digital INV001984 Web Hosting October   £30.00 £0.00 £30.00   

Sound Reduction Systems Ltd INV36050 Acoustics at the Pavilion   £2,892.00 £578.40 £3,470.40   

Connect Installations INV 25-0106 Pavilion Car Park Lighting   £820.85 £164.17 £985.02   

SCS Oxon Ltd 
INV SB839 Interim Payment for FP12  
Continuation Works   £8,321.50 £1,664.30 £9,985.80   

HMRC P30 Q2 NI Contributions   £312.34 £0.00 £312.34   

Laura Lloyd October Salary + WFH Allowance    £994.04 £0.00 £994.04   

 

b) Receipts since last meeting:    

From Item Amount Date 

Allotment Plot 27 Annual Rent 2025/26 £26.65 19/09/2025 

Gale Estates Hopfields Rent £1,465.00 29/09/2025 

Unity Trust Bank  Q2 Interest 2025 £498.72 30/09/2025 

Redwood Bank Interest September 2025 £188.38 30/09/2025 

Nationwide Interest September 2025 £107.32 30/09/2025 

NatWest Bank Interest September 2025 £244.12 30/09/2025 

 Total £2,530.19  

 

c) Accumulated Account Balances (reconciled online 08/10/2025)  

Unity Trust Bank - T1 current account  £16,488.96 

Unity Trust Bank - Instant access account  £86,611.03 

Redwood Bank - 35 Day Notice Savings Account £85,000.00 

Nationwide - Instant Access Business Savings Account £82,493.02 

Natwest - Liquidity Manager 95 Day Notice Account £87,259.87 

Total £357,852.88 

d) The Special Project Balances (as of 08/10/2025) are:  
Community Infrastructure Levy Fund   

Received 28/04/23 so requires spending by 27/04/28 £39,071.49  
 

Received 27/10/23 so requires spending by 26/10/28 £106,843.63  
 

Received 26/04/24 so requires spending by 25/04/29 £4,165.09  
 

Received 24/10/24 so requires spending by 25/10/29 £115,173.81  
 

Received 25/04/25 so requires spending by 24/04/30 £8,330.18  

 
Total CIL money £273,584.20  

Community Projects Reserve Fund £2,762.91  

Planned Development Support Fund £5,303.15 

Cemetery Fund £12,346.34 
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Climate and Biodiversity Reserve £2,500.00 

Reactive Works and Emergency Response Reserve £4,000.00 

Asset Maintenance Reserve £8,490.66 

Election Reserve £1,000.00 

 
Total £309,987.26 

   

e) General Reserve (as of 08/10/2025)  £47,865.62 

 
b) Review and approval of pending payments: Councillors reviewed the pending payments and approved 

those without prior minuted approval. L. Lloyd confirmed that a funds transfer is required to cover the 
significant outgoing payments due in the coming month. Councillors approved an internal transfer of £25,000 
from Unity Trust’s Instant Access Savings to the T2 account. 

c) Bank Reconciliations for July, August and September 2025: P. Dixon confirmed he is working through 
these at the moment and has not found any issues. Documents will be signed after the meeting. 

d) Q2 Budget Review: Councillors reviewed the budget monitoring report circulated ahead of the meeting. No 
queries were raised. Please see attachment 2. 

e) Investment Activity Report April – September 2025: Councillors reviewed the Investment Activity Report 
circulated ahead of the meeting. Please see attachment 3. 

f) Investment Strategy Review: Councillors reviewed the Investment Strategy and agreed that no changes are 
required at this stage. 

g) Appointment of Internal Auditor for the 2025/26 financial year: Councillors agreed to appoint Parish and 
Town Auditing Services (PATAS) as internal auditor for 2025/26 at a cost of £295.00. 
 

10.  ITEMS FOR REPORT AND INCLUSION ON THE NOVEMBER AGENDA:  

Oxfordshire Mind Funding Request.  

 

The meeting closed at 9.59pm.  

Items for consideration for the November agenda must be received by the clerk no later than Wednesday 5th 

November.   

The next meeting will be held on 13th November 2025 at The Pavilion, Great Mead, East Hagbourne. 

 

Signed……………………………………………………Dated……………………………… 
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ATTACHMENT 1: ACTION LIST (FOR INFORMATION ONLY: ITEMS WILL NOT BE DISCUSSED AT THE MEETING UNLESS 
FEATURED ON THE MAIN AGENDA)  
 

Action No What Who Status 

2023-03-01 
Deanfield Homes Car Park Land 

Transfer 
LL 

19/06/2025 Transfer finally completed.  

Restriction removal still requires action. 

2023-06-02 
Parking and Traffic Management on 

Main Road 
NM 

NM to prepare a proposal with initial steps to 

investigate the practicalities and resident 

perception of current issues.  

09/10/2025 Parking Survey reviewed, to be 

discussed further 

2023-06-03 Footway repairs in the parish ID/PD/RJ 

May 2025 C. Stallwood emailed for update on the 

areas that were added to the list for slurry sealing 

Main Road footways 

01/07/2025 This matter has now been referred to 

Johnny Hope-Smith for assistance. White 

markings along Main Road footways are in 

preparation for slurry seal works later this year 

2023-10-01 
Disabled Parking spaces in the 

village car park 
LL/PD 

11/09/2025 Contractor approved to complete the 

new bay markings on 27th October 

2023-10-03 Weed management on Main Road LL/ID 

15/05/2025 Weed treatment now complete at 

raised footway near Lower Cross. Dead vegetation 

still present in road channel. 

01/07/2025 This matter has now been referred to 

Johnny Hope-Smith for assistance 

VARIOUS 

Footpath accessibility:  

2023-12-02 FP10 MFL to West 

Hagbourne 

2023-12-03 FP12 Church Lane to 

Fieldside  

2023-12-04  FP13 Parsonage Lane 

2024-01-01 FP1 West Hagbourne to 

Didcot 

2024-03-02 FP15 Grange Footpath 

2024-03-03 FP8 Bakers Lane to The 

Croft 

2024-04-01 FP30 Village Hall 

LL/CS/PD/ 

ID 

03/10/2024 FP30 – Initial review of possible 

surface improvements undertaken by Chloe from 

the Highways Engagement team 

05/12/2024 FP15 surface between Fieldside and 

the bridge would be better finished in tarmac to 

withstand flooding. This is under consideration. 

09/10/2025 Tarmac connecting path completed 

from FP12 to Parsonage Lane 

17/07/2025 C. Shaikh to obtain quotes for works on 

FP15 and FP8. Volunteer labour still available if 

required for FP8 

11/09/2025 FP12 continuation from Parsonage 

Lane to FP25 underway, anticipated completion 

date 10/10/2025 

2023-12-09 Community Speedwatch RJ/ID 

New coordinator and team members needed to 

move this forward. 

11/09/2025 Follow up two expressions of interest. 

09/10/2025 One interested party not currently 

available 

2024-02-01 Pavilion Lease Renewal DR/LL 

15/05/2025 Councillors reviewing questions to ask 

legal advisor 

11/09/2025 I. Duff and D. Rickeard to draft an 

agreement to replace the existing lease for review 

at the October meeting 

09/10/2025 Draft under review ahead of November 

meeting 
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2024-02-04 Flood Management in the Parish CS/DR/PD 

26/02/2025 Leigh Travers and Carl Stallwood 

completed a walkabout to assess the rest of the 

watercourses in the parish with input from the flood 

group 

29/04/2025 Leigh Travers visited the parish to meet 

with P. Dixon (cemetery) and Jane Bell (Flood 

Group) 

28/08/2025 OCC Volunteer Flood Warden scheme 

– confirm whether we have any Flood Group 

members interested in signing up 

2024-03-06 
From APM 2024: Main Road to 

Coscote road surface 
OCC 

An OCC matter as no agreement was made with 
the developer during the planning process and the 
S278 agreement was only to maintain and repair 
Main Road in the immediate vicinity of the site.  
15/05/2025 Clarification on when works will be 
completed is urgently needed – surrounding 
villages have benefitted from resurfacing in recent 
weeks but to our knowledge nothing has been 
scheduled for East Hagbourne 
01/07/2025 This matter has now been referred to 
Johnny Hope-Smith for assistance and the road 
will be reviewed by an officer 

2024-04-01 
CIL Projects Short 

list 
ALL 

09/10/2025 Progress being made with Footpaths 
and Village Sparkle, recreation ground needs 
consideration as has the potential to use a lot of 
CIL funds.  

2024-10-01 Blewbury Road Drainage CS/LL Initial communications being followed up  

2024-12-01 Zebra Crossing Visibility LL 
OCC Streetlighting team investigated visibility 
concerns – both beacons have now been replaced, 
no additional lighting required. Complete. 

2025-03-01 Rymans Crescent Wildflower Area LL Assist with comms between SOHA and BGG if 
needed 
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ATTACHMENT 2: 

Q2 Budget 

   East Hagbourne Parish Council - Quarter 2 
(01/07/2025 to 30/09/2025 - All Cost Centres and Codes) 

7 October 2025 (2025 - 2026)    

          

                   
         Accumulative to end of 2nd quarter   

            Actuals Budget   Budgeted Actual Receipts Budgeted Actual Payments   

            2024/25 2025/26   receipts receipts Variance   pay-
ments 

payments Variance   

                                    

Income                           

1   Precept   32838 35357   35357 35357   (0%)       (N/A)   
2   Lease Income   1465 1465   1465 1465   (0%)       (N/A)   
3   Wayleaves   54 55   55 62 7 (13%)       (N/A)   
4   Allotment Income   801 805   805 834 29 (3%)       (N/A)   
5   Cemetery Contribution               (N/A)       (N/A)  *Cemetery contribution is now allo-

cated to staff budget directly from 
the cemetery fund on Scribe so not 
recorded as received income 

6   Interest   6731 7000   3500 4325 825 (23%)       (N/A)   
7   Pavilion Insurance Recovery   500 500   500 500   (0%)       (N/A)   
8   OCC S101 Grass Cutting Agree-

ment 
  838 838   838 838 0 (0%)       (N/A)   

9   Standing Order PCC Gen   4 4         (N/A)       (N/A)   
47   Grants Received   7650           (N/A)       (N/A)   
50   Other   335           (N/A)       (N/A)   

                                    

Sub Total for Income   51216 46024   42520 43381 861 (2%)       (N/A)   

                                    

Administration                           

10   Staff Costs   9160 12450         (N/A) 6225 5759 466 (7%)  *This figure doesn't include the 
Cemetery contribution of £490.62. 
Pension and NI costs will also be 
included here once queries are 
sorted 

11   Payroll Management     400         (N/A)   265 -265 (N/A)   
12   Bank Fees   80 110         (N/A) 55 54 1 (2%)   
13   Accounting Software   70 420         (N/A) 210 210   (0%)   
15   Subscriptions   490 520         (N/A) 520 664 -144 (-27%)  *Includes Parish Online mapping 

and ICO Registration 

16   Website Costs   440 590         (N/A) 295 180 115 (38%)   
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17   Training Courses   454 750         (N/A) 375 145 230 (61%)   
18   Meeting Room Hire   334 420         (N/A) 210 133 77 (36%)   
19   Insurance   1356 1356         (N/A) 1356 1643 -287 (-21%)   
20   Audit Costs - External   630 420         (N/A)   420 -420 (N/A)   
21   Audit Costs - Internal   280 295         (N/A) 150 150   (0%)   
22   Legal Expenses     1000         (N/A) 500   500 (N/A)   
23   PC Election Costs               (N/A)       (N/A)   
37   Loan Capital   4735 4776         (N/A) 2378 2377 1 (0%)   
38   Loan Interest   188 147         (N/A) 84 84 0 (0%)   

39   Grants Awarded   700 1000         (N/A) 500 3200 -
2700 

(-539%)  *£3000 FHP Grant agreed to be 
spent from General Reserve 

49   Other               (N/A)       (N/A)   

                                    

Sub Total for Administration   18917 24654         
(N/A) 

12858 15284 -
2426 

(-18%) 
  

                                    

Office Costs                           

14   Office Expenses including Clerk 
Travel 

  495 250         (N/A) 125 122 3 (2%)   

74   Office Equipment     500         (N/A) 500   500 (N/A)   
75   WFH Allowance     312         (N/A) 156 156   (0%)   

                                    

Sub Total for Office Costs   495 1062         (N/A) 781 278 503 (64%)   

                                    

Allotments                           

34   Allotment Costs   105 200         (N/A) 100 272 -172 (-172%)  * Allotment water costs higher due 
to dry weather. Wasp Nest removal 

35   Allotment Maintenance   450 500         (N/A) 250 1359 -
1109 

(-443%)  *£1000 expenditure covered by 
SOHA Grant 

36   Japanese Knotweed Treatment   600 600         (N/A) 600 600   (0%)   
77   Allotment Hedges     450         (N/A) 450   450 (N/A)   

                                    

Sub Total for Allotments   1155 1750         (N/A) 1400 2231 -831 (-59%)   

                                    

Ground Maintenance                           

24   Car Park Maintenance/Repairs     1000         (N/A) 500   500 (N/A)   
25   Car Park Electricity   45 70         (N/A)       (N/A)   
26   Play Equipment Inspection   90 100         (N/A) 100 92 8 (8%)   
27   Defibrillator Costs   254 500         (N/A) 250   250 (N/A)   
28   Pavilion Expenses     650         (N/A) 325   325 (N/A)   
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29   Grass Cutting and Hedges (Con-
tract) 

  1710 3800         (N/A) 1900 600 1300 (68%)  *Grass cutting less frequent due to 
dry weather 

30   Trees and Hedge Trimming (Ad-
Hoc) 

  550 1700         (N/A) 850 550 300 (35%)   

31   Dog Bin Empting   1239 1352         (N/A) 676 780 -104 (-15%)  *Additional collection for x3 bins 
approved   

32   Dog Bin Costs     35         (N/A) 17   17 (N/A)   
33   Butts Piece Lease   895 960         (N/A) 480 462 18 (3%)   
40   Other   7002           (N/A)   125 -125 (N/A)  *Main Road raised path weed 

clearance 

48   Parks and Open Spaces   491           (N/A)       (N/A)   
72   Recreation Ground/Play Equipment     2130         (N/A) 1065 496 569 (53%)   
73   General Waste Bin Emptying     156         (N/A) 78 78   (0%)   

                                    

Sub Total for Ground Maintenance   12276 12453         (N/A) 6241 3183 3059 (49%)   

                                    

                                    

                                    

      TOTALS......................   18373     42520 43381 861 (2%) 21280 20976 305 (2%)   

                   
          NET accumulative variance to END of Quarter 

2................. 
1166   
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ATTACHMENT 3: 
INVESTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT APRIL – SEPTEMBER  
2025              

                

Account   
Starting 
balance April             May               June July Aug Sept Totals       

Unity T2 Account  
0% Interest 

Account balance 20893.53 12017.32 20962.19 9797.41 5308.57 1833.22 16342.58         

Internal transfer in           3000.00   3000.00       

Internal transfer out   30000.00           30000.00 27000.00 Net movement    

 Unity Instant  
Access Savings  

Interest   0.00 0.00 469.19 0.00 0.00 498.72 967.91       

Interest rate   2.50% 2.25% 2.25% 2.25% 2.25% 2.25%         

Transfer in   30000.00           30000.00       

Transfer out           3000.00   3000.00 27000.00 Net movement    

Account balance 58643.12 88643.12 88643.12 89112.31 89112.31 86112.31 86611.03         

Redwood 35 Day No-
tice 

Interest   205.40 212.25 205.40 198.63 194.66 188.38 1204.72  
Transferred to Unity T2 account 
monthly 

Interest rate   2.94% 2.94% 2.94% 2.70% 2.70% 2.70%         

Transfer in               0.00       

Transfer out               0.00 0.00 Net movement    

Account balance 85000.00 85000.00 85000.00 85000.00 85000.00 85000.00 85000.00         

Nationwide Instant 
Access Savings 

Interest   124.37 121.75 116.66 115.13 115.29 107.32 700.52       

Interest rate   1.75% 1.75% 1.65% 1.65% 1.65% 1.50%         

Transfer in               0.00       

Transfer out               0.00 0.00 Net movement    

Account balance 81792.50 81916.87 82038.62 82155.28 82270.41 82385.70 82493.02         

Natwest Interest   242.61 243.30 252.12 248.87 220.67 244.12 1451.69        

Liquidity Manager Interest rate   3.49% 3.49% 3.49% 3.25% 3.25% 3.25%          

95 Day Notice Transfer in               0.00        

  Transfer out               0.00 0.00 Net movement    

  Account balance 85808.18 86050.79 86294.09 86546.21 86795.08 87015.75 87259.87          

 Cash in hand 332137.33 353628.10 362938.02 352611.21 348486.37 342346.98 357706.50         

 
Unpresented re-

ceipts 215.51 205.40 212.25 205.40 198.63 194.66 188.38        

 Adjusted balance 332352.84 353833.50 363150.27 352816.61 348685.00 342541.64 357894.88  4324.84 Total interest    

                

         equ 4324.84      



DRAFT Minutes October 9th 2025       PAGE 12 OF 17 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 4: 

 

Title District Councillors’ Report 

Councillors Cllr Anne-Marie Simpson & Cllr Crispin Topping 

Parish East Hagbourne Parish Council 

Date  9 October 2025 

Booking link for planning surgeries for town and parish councils 
 
Councils to take positive steps to represent communities despite concerns with Inspectors’ Local Plan deci-
sion 
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have written an open letter in which they have stated the 
Planning Inspectors’ conclusions on their Joint Local Plan were unwarranted and lacking coherent explanation. 
 
The open letter is in reply to a Planning Inspectors’ letter published last week, which recommended the councils with-
draw their Joint Local Plan from the examination process based on a single issue – the ‘duty to co-operate’ with Ox-
ford city. 
 
In their response, the councils have defended the processes carried out to develop the plan. They go on to explain to 
the Inspectors that any decision on whether to withdraw the plan from examination would need to be taken at full 
Council meetings, in December at the earliest. 
 
Here are some of the key issues the councils have raised in their response to the Inspectors: 
 

• The letter contains errors, for example, the Inspectors referred to South and Vale being in the “Oxfordshire 
Housing Market Area” when deciding if there were strategic matters to engage with neighbours on. But hous-
ing market areas are no longer part of how housing need is calculated and haven’t been for some years. 

• The Inspectors said things that “could affect Oxford” count as a Strategic Matter. The law says a strategic 
matter that requires cooperation must have (or would have) a significant impact on two or more planning ar-
eas. The Inspectors did not explain what those significant impacts actually are (not just ‘could’ be) on Oxford 
and the areas of South and/or Vale arising from what the joint local plan proposes. 

• The Inspectors relied on Oxford’s (now withdrawn) Local Plan 2040, which had claimed there was a shortfall 
in housing supply. But that was before taking into account the 6,780 homes committed in the Joint Local Plan 
in South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse for Oxford’s unmet need. Using the government’s Standard 
Method for calculating housing numbers – which the Inspectors of Oxford’s plan instructed Oxford to do – Ox-
ford’s need was already covered. 

• The Inspectors appear to have misunderstood the housing numbers, saying "it should have been obvious" 
that there was a reasonable prospect of additional Oxford unmet need in later years. But the evidence showed 
the Joint Local Plan (and partners’ plans) fully accommodated Oxford’s unmet needs up to 2040. 

• The Inspectors downplayed work led by Oxfordshire County Council in 2023 showing that Oxford’s unmet 
need was fully addressed, favouring a note by Oxford City Council which said it wasn’t. 

Despite the significant concerns with the Inspectors’ conclusions, the councils’ leaders have both committed to take all 
reasonable steps to ensure that future development in the areas remains sustainable, appropriate and well-planned. 
 
Cllr David Rouane, Leader of South Oxfordshire District Council, said: “I’m dismayed that after several years of 
diligent, careful and collaborative hard work, our positive, innovative Joint Local Plan that works towards genuinely 
sustainable growth, could be undone by Inspectors’ conclusions based on out-of-date policy and misinterpreted legis-
lation. I am not aware of another emerging local plan in Oxfordshire that so encompasses and embraces the vision set 
out in the Oxfordshire Strategic Vision, which all our councils signed up to, as our Joint Local Plan.” 
 
Cllr Bethia Thomas, Leader of Vale of White Horse District Council, said: “It’s very disappointing that positive and 
constructive approaches to planning development could be undermined by the Inspectors’ letter. We will consider very 
carefully the many implications of the different options ahead of us, and it will be for all Members of both councils to 
decide which next step is in the best interests of our residents and our districts – they will be at the heart of whatever 
we decide.” 
 

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/TownandParishPlanningbookings@capitacouncilspartnership.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
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Joint Local Plan background information 
 
Over the past four years, South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district councils have worked tirelessly together 
to prepare new planning policies in an innovative, forward-looking Joint Local Plan to guide sustainable development 
across both districts. 
 
The Joint Local Plan was developed through extensive consultation and deep engagement with our residents, com-
munity groups, neighbouring authorities, developers, infrastructure providers and government agencies. It gained 
unanimous cross-party support at both councils before submission for examination in December 2024, a rare level of 
political alignment that demonstrated shared commitment to a plan-led future for South and Vale's communities. 
 
Despite this, the Inspectors examining the Joint Local Plan wrote to South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse Dis-
trict Councils on 26 September 2025 following Stage 1 of the Joint Local Plan Examination Hearing Sessions. This 
letter advised the councils withdraw the plan from examination, citing a single technical matter, the Duty to Cooperate, 
specifically with Oxford City Council. Their letter is available in the Examination Library (ID10). On 1 October the 
Councils issued a joint Press Release, available here: South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse. 
 
On 6 October the Councils wrote to the Planning Inspectors about their letter - the letter is available to view on the 
Councils' website. 
 
Food and Warmth Grant Scheme launched to support residents this winter  
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have launched a Food and Warmth Grant Scheme to 
help local organisations who are directly supporting residents struggling with the rising cost of living.  
 
The scheme will distribute grants to local not-for-profit organisations delivering projects that improve access to food 
and help people keep their homes warm.  It is funded through the Government’s Household Support Fund which is 
allocated via Oxfordshire County Council.  

Grants are available for a six-week application window with the scheme closing for applications midday 6 November 
2025. Local groups can apply for up to £2,000 if un-constituted, £2,000–£5,000 if constituted, and up to £10,000 for 
collaborations between three or more not-for-profit organisations led by a constituted group.  

The funding can support a wide range of initiatives, including:  

· Supplying food and essential household items such as toiletries (including period products) and cleaning products  

· Providing warm equipment like blankets, hot water bottles and energy-efficient cooking equipment  

· Covering costs linked to running Warm Welcome Spaces  

· Purchasing equipment to support food and warmth projects such as cooking or gardening clubs  

· Short-term staffing, venue or fuel costs to deliver projects  

· Educational activities that promote healthy eating, energy saving, budgeting and household resilience  

Who can apply?  

Eligible applicants include constituted and un-constituted not-for-profit groups, voluntary and community organisations, 
Community Interest Companies (CICs), preschools and PTAs (for non-statutory items), parish and town councils, food 
banks, community fridges and redistribution groups.  

Organisations can apply through the councils’ websites: South Oxfordshire District Council and Vale of White Horse 
District Council.  

For queries, organisations can contact the Community Hub Team at communityconnectors@southandvale.gov.uk or 
call 01235 422 600 (option 3).  

The funding is part of the wider Household Support Fund, which also includes targeted support to address period pov-
erty.  

About the Community Hub:  

The Community Hub was first set up to support residents through the Covid-19 pandemic and has since become a 
permanent service providing advice, practical help and funding to those most in need. It plays a vital role in the coun-
cils’ work with refugees and asylum seekers, and partners with local organisations to deliver programmes that reduce 
inequality. The Hub is also central to providing cost-of-living support for residents under financial pressure.  

If you need help or advice, our Community Hub Team is here for you. Call 01235 422600 (option 3) during office hours 
or email communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk.  

https://www.southandvale.gov.uk/app/uploads/2025/10/ID10-Inspectors-Post-Hearings-Letter-to-LPA_Redacted.pdf
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/the-councils-response-to-the-planning-inspectors-findings-on-the-joint-local-plan/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/the-councils-response-to-the-planning-inspectors-findings-on-the-joint-local-plan/
https://www.southandvale.gov.uk/joint-local-plan-2041-examination/
https://www.southandvale.gov.uk/joint-local-plan-2041-examination/
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/food-and-warmth-grant-scheme-2025-2026-now-open/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/food-and-warmth-grant-scheme-2025-2026-now-open/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/food-and-warmth-grant-scheme-2025-2026-now-open/
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Brown bin permit holders can have extra garden waste collected this Autumn 
Residents who have purchased a permit for the district council brown bin garden waste collection service in 
South Oxfordshire or the Vale of White Horse can have extra garden waste collected for free, on their normal 
scheduled collection day only, between 27 October and 7 November.   
 
Permit holders can put out a maximum of four additional sacks of garden waste, per brown bin subscription, next to 
their brown bin. 
To be eligible for a collection, please follow this guidance:   
 

• Only present natural garden waste, such as cut grass, plants or small branches.   

• Please use standard sized (60L) black refuse-style sacks or boxes / containers which combined total no more 
than a standard bin full. 

• Please DO NOT use bags larger than 60L (including one tonne builders’ type waste bags) – our crews will not 
collect any garden waste from these, as they are too heavy to lift and empty into the vehicle.     

• Bags and containers must be left open so crews can easily empty them into the rear of the vehicle and be 
able to check there are not contaminants.     

All the garden waste collected will be taken to a facility near Wallingford where it is composted.  The compost is then 
sold on to local farmers for use on their farmland as a soil conditioner.     
 
More information about garden waste collections, including how to buy a permit, can be found on the South Oxford-
shire garden waste page or the Vale garden waste page. 
 
New garden waste permit scheme a big success thanks to residents’ support 
Residents in South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse have embraced a new garden waste permit scheme this year 
– with an almost 5 per cent rise in collections from the previous year. 
 
Six months on from the launch of the new garden waste permit scheme, over 67,100 permits have been purchased in 
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse districts, compared to a combined 63,900 bins paid for under the old direct 
debit scheme.  
 
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils introduced the new permit scheme in the spring 2025. 
Customers now receive a sticker permit for their bins which they affix to the lid to identify them as fully paid-up garden 
waste customers, which they can choose to renew each year.        
                              
The majority of residents (91 per cent) purchased their permits through the Councils' online portal – with the rest sup-
ported by the Councils’ Customer Services staff. 
 
The new scheme also included the option to use a new online account system (called MyAccount) which will also 
make things easier when people need to renew in 2026 and those customers will receive a prompt when it’s time to 
renew. To date almost 30,000 customers have signed up to a MyAccount. 
 
Now, 95 per cent of all garden waste customers can now be reached by email, compared to 64 per cent the previous 
year, which means the Councils can also quickly keep them up to date with any known service changes. 
 
There is good news for permit holders this month as well. With all the autumn garden waste, customers will be able to 
have additional garden waste collected on their normal collection day only, between 27 October and 7 November.  For 
more details visit the garden waste pages below. 
 
People can find out more about the service and sign-up for a garden waste permit online at: 

• South Oxfordshire garden waste   

• Vale of White Horse garden waste    

 
Enjoy an action-packed half-term across South Oxfordshire and the Vale  
From theatre shows and craft workshops to outdoor adventure challenges and family fun days – there’s something for 
everyone this October half-term!  
 
Families across South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse can look forward to an exciting week of free and low-
cost activities from 25 October to 1 November.  
 
Free and low-cost outdoor activities, creativity and theatrical fun  

https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/gardenwaste
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/gardenwaste
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/recycling-rubbish-and-waste/garden-waste/
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/gardenwaste
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/gardenwaste
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The week includes:  

• Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 October – ‘Spot’s Birthday Party‘ at Cornerstone, Didcot – a lively show full of 
songs, dancing, party hats and a meet-and-greet with Spot after the performance.    

• Monday 27 October – take part and enjoy a variety of free activities at the Thame Leisure Centre Fun 
Day, run in partnership with Better Leisure.    

• Tuesday 28 and Wednesday 29 October – join the Xplorer navigation challenge. Explore a local park to find 
the markers, it’s educational and gives children a sense of adventure!  

• Thursday 30 October – come along to Cornerstone in Didcot to meet the cast of this year’s pantomime 
‘Beauty and the Beast‘.  At The Beacon in Wantage, young children can enjoy ‘Playtime with The Last Ba-
guette Theatre Company‘, with free sessions as part of the Wantage Literary Festival, and also get hands-
on and crafty at the Halloween Hand Puppet Workshop with local artist Eden Fay.  

• Saturday 1 November – illustrator Nick Sharratt’s Picture Book Drawalong wraps the week up at Corner-
stone when children can learn to draw favourite characters from his books and discover new tips, games and 
techniques. 

 
For more information, including details on how to reserve your place or book tickets, 
visit southandvale.gov.uk/holidayactivities   
 
Licensing consultation 
We're planning to make a few changes to our policy which determines how we make licensing decisions and how li-
censed premises can operate in our districts. Our proposed updated Licensing Act Policy includes new references to: 
Martyn’s Law, the Ask for Angela scheme and promoting initiatives for women and girls' safety; and updated guidance 
on staff training about safeguarding and evacuation and emergency procedures.   
  
You can find out more and have your say via our consultation page. Comments are open until 16 October 2025.  
 

 

ATTACHMENT 5: 

 

TITLE COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

AUTHOR CLLR JOHNNY HOPE-SMITH 

PARISHES CHOLSEY, EAST HAGBOURNE, LITTLE WITTENHAM, LONG WITTENHAM, 
MOULSFORD, NORTH MORETON, SOUTH MORETON, WEST HAGBOURNE 

DATE  OCT 2025 

CONTACT DE-
TAILS  

JOHNNY.HOPE-SMITH@OXFORDSHIRE.GOV.UK 

Dear Parish Councillors and Residents, 

Here are some updates and news I have gathered for you. Please provide any feedback, if its too much or not enough 
and of course any more information on a specific topic I can help with. I have put in BOLD the items which I think may 
be specifically appropriate for the Parishes to consider advertising or acting upon 

 

Best wishes, 

Johnny 

Councillor Priority Fund – Supporting Local Projects 

The Councillor Priority Fund has reopened, offering each Oxfordshire County Councillor £10,000 to support commu-

nity projects within their division. This funding is designed to help deliver local priorities and strengthen community 

initiatives. 

Parish councils, community groups, and local organisations are encouraged to apply for funding to support projects 

that benefit residents. Examples might include: 

http://www.southandvale.gov.uk/holidayactivities
https://southandvale.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33bec1cf8b5523ad47c7183a0&id=15d18b3b4b&e=c7f7511c41
mailto:johnny.hope-smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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• Improvements to community facilities 

• Local environmental initiatives 

• Activities that promote wellbeing or inclusion 

• Smaller-scale projects are especially encouraged, as the fund is modest and intended to support a wide range 

of communities across Oxfordshire 

Key details: 

• Applications must be submitted by 30 November 2026 

• Grants are typically paid within 28 days of approval 

• Applicants must register for an account to apply and track progress 

• Monitoring and reporting are required for successful projects 

To ensure your project meets the funding criteria, please read the guidance document before applying. 

What parishes can do: 

• Identify local projects that could benefit from modest funding  

• Collaborate with community groups to develop proposals 

• Submit applications early to allow time for review and payment 

Keep records and be prepared to report on outcomes 

For more information or to apply, visit the Councillor Priority Fund page. 

https://service.oxfordshire.gov.uk/councillorpriorityfund 

Free Park and Ride Bus Travel & Temporary Congestion Charge Scheme 

Oxfordshire County Council is introducing free park and ride bus travel in Oxford for an initial three-month 

period starting 29 October 2025, coinciding with the launch of the city’s temporary congestion charge. 

This initiative allows up to two adults and three children with a valid park and ride parking ticket to travel free to and 

from Oxford’s park and ride sites. The offer applies to any Stagecoach or Oxford Bus Company service serving 

these sites — not just designated park and ride routes. 

For example, at Redbridge, parking costs £2.50 for up to 16 hours. Normally, a combined parking + bus ticket would 

cost £4–£5, so this offer makes the bus travel element completely free when you park 

https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/free-park-and-ride-bus-travel-with-temporary-congestion-charge/ 

The temporary congestion charge is a short-term measure to reduce traffic while Botley Road remains closed, de-

laying the start of the council’s traffic filter trial. It aims to: 

• Improve bus services and air quality 

• Support local businesses in the lead-up to Christmas 

• Make travel easier for those with permits (including carers, traders, and blue badge holders) 

The charge applies to six key roads in Oxford, with a £5 daily fee for cars without a permit. However, many permit 

types are available, and applications can be made online. 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/oxfords-temporary-congestion-charge-cars-cars/apply-permit 

Common Ground Award – Capital Funding for Community Cohesion Projects 

The UK Government has launched the Common Ground Award, a capital grant scheme aimed at strengthening com-

munity cohesion through the work of voluntary, community, and social enterprise (VCSE) organisations. 

Grants of up to £10,000 are available to support projects that bring people together from different backgrounds, includ-

ing funding for new builds, refurbishments, or essential equipment. In exceptional cases, larger awards may be con-

sidered. 

Key details: 

• Applications open: 13 October 2025 

• Deadline: 21 November 2025 

• Funding awarded: January 2026 

• Projects must commit funding by 31 March 2026 

https://service.oxfordshire.gov.uk/councillorpriorityfund
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/free-park-and-ride-bus-travel-with-temporary-congestion-charge/
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/oxfords-temporary-congestion-charge-cars-cars/apply-permit
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• Total fund: £1.7 million, with a focus on broad geographic and organisational diversity 

What parishes can do: 

• Encourage eligible local groups (e.g. charities, CICs, community associations) to apply 

• Identify facilities or equipment needs that support inclusive community activities 

• Support applications by offering letters of endorsement or helping with project planning 

• Promote the opportunity locally, especially to smaller organisations who may benefit from capital in-

vestment 

This is a competitive grant, and applications will be assessed on alignment with the fund’s goals, community engage-

ment, impact, sustainability, and use of funding. Smaller organisations are especially encouraged to apply, and the 

process is designed to be proportionate and accessible. 

For full details and to apply, visit the Common Ground Award page  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-ground-award-prospectus/common-ground-award-prospectus 

or contact CGA@communities.gov.uk to register interest. 

INFO - National Recognition for Oxfordshire’s Supported Employment Service 

Oxfordshire County Council’s Oxfordshire Employment service has received national recognition for its work helping 

people with disabilities, long-term health conditions, and other barriers to employment secure and sustain meaningful 

work. 

The service has successfully renewed its Supported Employment Quality Framework (SEQF) accreditation, placing it 

among a select group of organisations nationally recognised for delivering high-quality, inclusive employment support. 

Key achievements: 

• Significant improvement in six-month job retention, rising from 53% to 80% 

• Continued compliance with national standards following a rigorous review 

• Strong performance in areas such as vocational profiling, job matching, and in-work support 

The SEQF kitemark, awarded by the British Association for Supported Employment (BASE), is the benchmark for 

quality in supported employment. Oxfordshire Employment’s accreditation is valid for three years, with annual reviews 

to ensure ongoing excellence. 

https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshire-receives-national-recognition-for-work-to-secure-jobs-for-people-with-disa-

bilities-and-health-conditions/ 

INFO - Improving Mobile Signal – Oxfordshire’s Digital Twin Investment 

Oxfordshire County Council has committed £500,000 to develop a “digital twin” of the county’s mobile phone network 

— a pioneering project aimed at improving mobile signal for residents and businesses. 

The digital twin will allow the council to run “what if” scenarios to test how changes to the network — such as adjusting 

antenna direction, increasing signal gain, or adding small cells — could improve coverage in areas with poor recep-

tion. 

The initiative responds to growing concerns that poor mobile coverage is becoming a barrier to daily life and economic 

activity across Oxfordshire. 

Key benefits: 

• Identifies areas with weak signal and explores practical solutions 

• Helps determine which mobile network offers the best coverage in specific locations 

• Supports smarter planning for future infrastructure upgrades 

• May reduce costs if other councils join the scheme 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn82yzkm0jyo 

 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-ground-award-prospectus/common-ground-award-prospectus
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshire-receives-national-recognition-for-work-to-secure-jobs-for-people-with-disabilities-and-health-conditions/
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshire-receives-national-recognition-for-work-to-secure-jobs-for-people-with-disabilities-and-health-conditions/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn82yzkm0jyo

